
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER  

"If a woman plans to terminate her pregnancy, she 
commonly refers to the life within her as the 

'fetus'.  But if she intends to deliver and love and 
care for the little child, she affectionately calls him 

'my baby'." 
--Dr. James C. Dobson 

 

Contributions for  March 09, 2013  
 

St. Thomas:  $2150.00 
2nd Collection:  $272.00 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $860.51 
2nd Collection:  $236.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of March, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 03/16/14; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 AM, Sunday 03/09/14 

 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
March 23 - Second collection next weekend for Diocesan Priest’s Retirement Fund. 
March 30 - Second collection for Catholic Relief Services. 
April 1 - Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting at 7:00 PM in the Rectory conference room. 
April 6 - “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11:00 AM Mass in Parsons. 
April 9 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 6:00 PM in Parsons. 

 

THOMAS FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking pork & beans. In subsequent 

months we will let you know what items are needed and 
ask your assistance in this need for our community. 

 

PIES FOR SALE! 
The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will once again be 

making three different homemade pies to sell just in 
time for Easter:  chocolate, coconut cream & lemon me-

ringue!   The cost is $10.  Please see one of the guild 
members to reserve a pie or call Melinda at 478 - 3814. 

 

BIBLE STUDY CLASS THIS WEEK 

Bible Study Classes continues this week in Thomas 
with (session 17) on Monday, Mar. 24th, at 5:30 PM.   
Bible Study Classes will also resume in Parsons this 
Tuesday, March 25th at 9:00 AM with (session 19).  We 
invite anyone who may be interested to come join us! 

 

CALLING ALL MEN 
A Lenten day of reflection for men is scheduled for Sat-
urday, April 12th, from 10 AM until Mass at 5 PM.  This 
will take place in the St. Thomas Center and in the St. 
Thomas Church.  The speaker will be, Guy Gruters, a 
Prisoner of War (POW)  in Vietnam and Deacon Dave 

Galvin.  Lunch will be provided.  Please put this on your 
calendar.  More details later! 

 

                                       KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS LENTEN FISH FRY 

                 Please come to our delicious Fish Fry on ALL Fridays during Lent! 
 Dinner includes an 8 oz fish fillet with tartar or cocktail sauce; dinner roll with butter; cole slaw; 
                   green beans; macaroni n’ cheese; fruit dessert; coffee or punch. 
               Cost:  Adults $8.00  Kids 12 & under $4.00  CARRY OUTS AVAILABLE! 
The dinner will be at both locations from 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM, at the St. Thomas Center and  

Our Lady of Mercy church social hall on Mar. 28, Apr. 4, and Apr. 11. 

 

LENT SCHEDULE - Stations of the Cross 
 

WEDNESDAY - immediately after the 5:00 PM Mass at     
                        Our Lady of Mercy.  (Wednesday Mass           

              during Lent will be at 5:00 PM.) 
 

FRIDAY -  immediately after the 5:00 PM Mass at St. 
Thomas. 

http://home.catholicweb.com/GoodShepherdMontrose/index.cfm/NewsItem?ID=273271


 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of March, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia   

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

HOW ARE YOU DOING WITH SPECIAL LENTEN 

PRAYER, SACRIFICE AND ALMSGIVING?   
Some can do 40 cans of food for Lent, others can only 
give one can a week.  The Food Pantry thanks you for 

what you can give.  Money donations are spent on  
buying food for the pantry. 

 

THE SEASON OF LENT 
The annual Lenten Season is a fitting time to climb the holy mountain of Easter.   

The character of the Lenten Season is to spiritually prepare for the paschal mystery.  Catholics are reminded of their 

Easter Duty—to receive Holy Communion during the Easter Season. Therefore, we are also reminded of the sacra-
mental confession necessary to prepare for this duty.  Please take this time of Lent to prepare and make a good and 
thorough confession in preparation for the great feast of Easter.  Lent runs from  Ash Wednesday until the Mass of 

the Lord’s Supper exclusive on Holy Thursday. 

 

 

MADE TO CHOOSE 
By Matthew Warner 

 

     Animals, at least non-human ones, do not really make free choices.  They simply react according to their instinct.  
They are not free to reason and choose differently.  There is no moral dimension of what an animal “should” do.  
They just do. 
     Humans, on the other hand, are a different kind of animal.  We have and make free choices.  By our very nature, 
we are made to choose.  This is what gives our life so much purpose.  We are here to make important choices. 
     These days, however, we mindlessly fill our lives with noisy distractions and busy ourselves simply reacting to a 
never-ending string of stimulations.  Constantly tied up with the urgent and never quite getting to the important.  
Life seems to just be happening to us, rather than the other way around.  We often feel overwhelmed and helpless. 
     But we are not helpless.  The reason we feel this way is that we refuse to choose.  We refuse to choose one ac-
tivity over another, so we try to do both.  We refuse to choose one priority over another, leaving us with no priorities 
at all.  We refuse to deny one want over another, so we find ourselves impossibly committed. 
     We refuse to choose a quiet moment of contemplation at the beginning of our day where we decide what we will 
do today and what we will let go. 
     There is peace in letting go of good things so that you are free to choose the best things.  But it requires being 
decisive and making the choice.  Nobody will make it for you.  You were made to live intentionally.  You were made 
to choose how you live your life, not to let life simply happen to you. 
     How many of your good habits were formed by accident?  Not many.  Bad habits are the result of allowing life to 
happen to you.  Bad habits just happen. Good habits do not.  If life is just happening to you, then you are caught up 
in the mire and mediocrity of accidental living. 

     An accidental life will never be fulfilling to a creature that was made to choose. 
     Seize hold of your day.  Right now.  Choose what is most important to you today and do it!  Say no to the rest.  
Live intentionally.  It is the only way you will change your bad habits.  It is the only way you will live the radical life 
you were made to live.  You were made to make big, courageous choices.  So make them. 

   

 

COME JOIN US! 
We will have our annual pro-life prayer gathering in hon-

or of the Feast of the Annunciation at the local IVF (in 
vitro fertilization) clinic in Morgantown on Tuesday, 

March 25th, 2014 from 2-4 p.m.  If anyone would like to 
go please contact Fr. Grassi. 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         03/30               Cindy Long & Joanne Sikarskie                             Fred Sikarskie                             Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       03/23 - 03/29: Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk  

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         03/29              Kathy Supak                                                       Beth Spencer                                            
         03/30              Brittany Snyder & Titi Ferguson                            Summer Snyder                          Wesley Snyder 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, 
Martha Kochenderfer, Earl & Mary Moore, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Judy Gutshall, 
Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jack Lambruno, Jo Ann 
Michael and Vincent and Joan Brofka. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
Third Sunday of Lent       

    
   Mar. 24  Monday                                                           Mary Cassell                          7:15 AM  Thomas                                            
   Mar. 25  Tuesday                                           Jake Jorishie                 7:15 AM  Thomas  
   Mar. 26  Wednesday                                             Ruth DePollo Schumann                    5:00 PM Parsons                             
   Mar. 27  Thursday                Michael Ragona                               5:00 PM  Thomas  
   Mar. 28  Friday                                                         Mitchell Kaczmarek                     5:00 PM  Thomas 
   Mar. 29  Saturday                                                         Mary Buckley                                                  9:00 AM  Parsons                                                                      
   Mar. 29  SATURDAY VIGIL                                         John Lawrence                                  5:00 PM Thomas                
   Mar. 30  SUNDAY                                                         Solena Massi                                                    9:00 AM Thomas 
   Mar. 30  SUNDAY                                                     People of the Parish                         11:00 AM  Parsons      

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


