
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER  
"If the pro abortionists were not in control of the press, 

I am convinced that not only would the debate on abor-

tion be over by now (have we really even had a national 
debate?), but the Pro-Life side would be victorious be-
cause we would have seen the pictures every night on 

television of what is taking place behind the doors of the 
abortion clinics and hospitals."--Cal Thomas 

 

Contributions for  April 06, 2014  
 

St. Thomas:  $2,139.45 
2nd Collection:  $240.00 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $661.00 
2nd Collection:  $270.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of March, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 04/20/14; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 AM, Sunday 04/13/14 

 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
April 14 - Bible study in Parsons session #22 at 9AM. 
April 15 - Bible Study in Thomas, session #20 at 5:30 PM 

April 16 - 4th Degree Knights meeting at 6:00 PM in the Parsons Social Hall. 
April 18 - Holy Land Collection to be taken up at the Good Friday Services. 
April 20 - Education of Seminarians Collection to be taken up at all Masses. 

 

THOMAS FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking pork & beans. In subsequent 

months we will let you know what items are needed and 
ask your assistance in this need for our community. 

EASTER PIES 
      **All pies will be ready for pick up on Good Friday, 
April 18th between 3:00 - 6:00 PM at Our Lady of Mercy 
church Social Hall (side door.)   
      **All ladies interested in helping with this fund-
raiser please meet in the social hall on Thursday, April 
17th at 8:00 AM to do the prep work and at 7:00 AM on 
Friday, April 18th to make the pies. 

THE FEAST OF DIVINE MERCY 
Jesus requested that the Feast of Divine Mercy be preceded by a novena (beginning on Good Friday) consisting of 
the recitation of the Divine Mercy chaplet and the prayer for the day.  (If you no longer have a copy of the Divine 
Mercy Novena you may pick one up at the back of the church.)  The Plenary Indulgence associated with this feast 

consists in the reception of Holy Communion in the state of grace on Divine Mercy Sunday and prayers for the inten-
tions of the Holy Father as well as sacramental confession within 8 days of the feast, (The Holy Father has said that 
any time during Lent is sufficient.)  The result is the complete remission of sins and punishment due to sin.  We will 

celebrate this feast on April 27th at Our Lady of Mercy beginning with our 11:00 AM Mass, followed by a potluck 
dinner in the social hall and concluding with Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 3:00 PM (The Hour of Mercy).   

EASTER SUNDAY — SECOND COLLECTION 

The second collection on Easter weekend is for 
the Education of Seminarians.  Please show your 

support for these men who have accepted their 
call from God. 

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION  

FOR THE HOLY LAND 
     Our parish, once a year on Good Friday, is called on 

to support Christians in the Holy Land.     
     This annual Good Friday collection offers a direct link 

for parishioners to be witnesses of peace and to help 
protect the Holy places.  When you donate on Good 

Friday, you are supporting Christians in the Holy Land. 

EASTER FLOWER DONATIONS:   

Envelopes are available in the back of the church 
if you would like to make a donation towards East-

er flowers, in memory of loved ones or deceased 
family members. 



 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of April, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia   

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

THE SEASON OF LENT 
The annual Lenten Season is a fitting time to climb the holy mountain of Easter.   

The character of the Lenten Season is to spiritually prepare for the paschal mystery.  Catholics are reminded of their 

Easter Duty—to receive Holy Communion during the Easter Season. Therefore, we are also reminded of the sacra-
mental confession necessary to prepare for this duty.  Please take this time of Lent to prepare and make a good and 
thorough confession in preparation for the great feast of Easter.  Lent runs from  Ash Wednesday until the Mass of 

the Lord’s Supper exclusive on Holy Thursday. 

Letter to a Brand New Catholic  By Ginny Kubitz Moyer 
Dear Christina, 
 When I opened my e-mail today, I found that your mom had sent me pictures of your baptism.  I got to see your proud 
parents and godparents, your big brother in his first slacks and tie, and you in your big white dress, looking bewildered by all the 
activity.   
 About 40 years ago, I was baptized myself.  I do not remember it, of course, at one month old, I was even younger than 
you are now.  This grand event was my entrance into the family of the Church, the first step in a spiritual journey of many phases 
and changes.  As I reflect on that journey, there are a few things I would like to tell you about your new faith.   
 First of all, I have to be honest:  you will not always love being Catholic.  You will have to confess embarrassing sins, sit 
through boring homilies, and maybe even give up candy for 40 days.  No doubt there will come a time when you will question 
whether you even want to stay Catholic.  If you are like me, you will drift away for a time during your college years as the world 
becomes bigger and the Catholic definition of what is permissible feels narrower.  You may even become annoyed by Catholic guilt, 
that old killjoy that makes an entrance just as you are about to try something that everyone else seems able to do without a 
thought.  But, bear with it, because, as you grow older, you will discover a few things.  You will learn that even though guilt can 
sometimes trap you in spin cycles of useless worry, it can also be your wisest and best friend, keeping you out of tangles that it 
could take a lifetime to undo.   
 I do no want to imply that being Catholic is all struggle, because that is far from true.  You are already learning that your 
s is a faith of beautiful objects and words and rituals.  You have felt the splash of water on your forehead, and soon you will find 
even more things to captivate your senses:  incense, to tickle your nose, the heat of a candle as you pray, the primary colors of a 
stained glass window, the echo of the Ave Maria.  You will not even be conscious of these things at first; they will just be there, 
seeping into your bones, a thousands little images and sensations to capture your heart and, in the end, make it impossible for you 
to be anything but Catholic.   
 Now let me tell you about “community.”  You now share a faith with many of the people who are closest to you, as well 
as millions more around the globe.  You will soon learn that although Catholics do not always agree with each other, they come 
together nonetheless because they understand an essential truth:  Faith works best when it is practiced in community.  Your fellow 
Catholics will challenge you with questions about what you believe, but they will also hold your hand during a funeral.  They will 
pray for you when times are tough and you will pray for them, too.  Moreover, you will realize the truth of Jesus’ statement:  
“Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them” (Matt 18:20). 
 Truly Christina, at the core of all this is Jesus, the man who gave you your name.  He is the God who came down to 
earth and loved everyone without exception, even the most difficult people;  He loved them into becoming the most joyful people 
they could be.  And here is the best part:  you will meet this God-turned-man a million times throughout your life.  You will see Him 
in faces of those who need your help and love, and in the faces of those who help and love you.  In about seven years, you will 
discover what it is like to let His love dissolve into your very body, your very self.  If you are like me, the real meaning of that expe-
rience will not hit you for a while - say, 23 years.  However, this does not matter, because He will be loving you all the time, nudg-
ing you towards the peace that He alone can give.  
 It is a lot to take in, Christina, especially for someone who has not even gotten all of her teeth yet.  Nonetheless, I pray 
that no matter where this Catholic journey takes you, you will always find solace in your faith.  I pray that even when you find 
yourself questioning everything you were taught, that you will learn what I have learned:  That ten minutes spent sitting by your-
self before Jesus in Church can fill you with a peace and comfort that nothing else can.  In those ten minutes you will be feeling 
the sheer beauty of being Catholic, a tenacious beauty that never lets you go.  Welcome to the family.  



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         04/20               Kaylee DiBacco & Dee Oldaker                             Joanne Sikarskie                          Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       04/20 - 04/26:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         04/19              To be announced                                                To be announced                                                                           
         04/20              Titi Ferguson & Mary Sagace                                John Ferguson                            Wesley Snyder 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, 
Martha Kochenderfer, Earl & Mary Moore, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Judy Gutshall, 
Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jack Lambruno, Jo Ann 
Michael and Vincent and Joan Brofka. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
Palm Sunday of the Passion of our Lord      

   
   Apr. 14  Monday                 Leonard Teranto                       7:15 AM  Thomas                      
   Apr. 15  Tuesday                 Patrick Flanagan                     5:00 PM  Thomas                                                             
   Apr. 16  Wednesday                               Anthony DePollo                                5:00 PM  Parsons  
   Apr. 17  HOLY THURSDAY                 The Priests of the Diocese of Wheeling Charleston                          7:00 PM  Thomas              
   Apr. 18  GOOD FRIDAY                                SOLEMN STATIONS OF THE CROSS                              3:00 PM  Thomas 
   Apr. 18  GOOD FRIDAY                            CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S PASSION              6:00 PM  Parsons 
   Apr. 19  SATURDAY VIGIL                       Sheila Slater                                       8:00 PM  Thomas        
   Apr. 20  SUNDAY                                                     People of the Parish               9:00 AM  Thomas 
   Apr. 20  SUNDAY                                                      People of the Parish                                              11:00 AM  Parsons      
                                         

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


