
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER   
 

“With free pregnancy tests and ultrasounds, along with 
diapers, parenting classes, and even temporary housing, 

pregnancy centers are playing an increasingly influential 
role in the anti-abortion movement.  While most attention 
has focused on scores of new state laws, restricting abor-

tion, the centers have been growing in numbers and 
gaining state financing and support.”   

—The New York Times (1/5/13)   Noticed...finally! 

 

Contributions for  July 28, 2013  
 

St. Thomas:  $1,938.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $794.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of August, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 08/18/2013; 
 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 08/11/13. 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
 

August 4 - “Ask Father” after the 11:00 AM Mass at Our Lady of Mercy Church. 

August 6 - Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting, 7:00 PM at the Rectory conference room. 
August 14 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting in Parsons at 7:00 PM in the social hall. 
August 18 - Parish Picnic at the Knights of Columbus park. 

Thomas Food Pantry  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking jell-o. 
In subsequent months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this need for our 

community. 

 

ATTENTION HOMESCHOOLERS 
 

Catholic Homeschoolers meet on the First Friday of each month at St. John University Parish.  Students ages K-12 
gather for activities/crafts and study Scripture, the Catechism, virtues, and lives of the Saints.  Meetings are from 2-4 

PM.  Our first meeting is Sept. 6th.  We also gather throughout the year for service projects, field trips, & to cele-
brate various feast days.  For more info., contact Patricia at 304-292-0474 or Louise at 304-599-3902. 

 

Bibles aren’t allowed in schools  
anymore but are encouraged in 
prisons.  If kids were allowed 
to read it at school, they may 

not end up in prison. 

 

2013 ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC  
 

Mark your calendars for our annual parish picnic on Sunday, August 18th at 1:00 PM at the Knights of Columbus 
park!  We will begin with our usual procession in honor of Our Blessed Mother and her feast of the Assumption.  

Then we will have a delicious variety of foods with the Knights of Columbus providing their signature hamburgers, 
hotdogs, etc. and beverages for all.  Then the real fun begins with some very exciting games!!!  You won’t want to 

miss this annual event!  Bring the whole family to enjoy a day to remember! 

 

ALTAR FLOWER DONATIONS 
 

The pious practice of adorning the altar with flowers is a 
wonderful way to remember a loved one or show thanks-
giving to God.  If you would like to do this please call the 

parish office at 463-4488 to reserve a Sunday. 
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of July, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in 
our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia   to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  

 

HOW WE OFTEN TRY TO JUSTIFY OUR SIN BEFORE CHRIST 
May 23, 2012 By Publisher “Defending God’s Word” 

 

     How many people do YOU know personally who are SPIRITUALLY BLIND to the TRUTH and follow instead an 
image of GOD in their OWN mind who is OK with sin and doesn’t care if you follow Him in Spirit and Truth?  
     Matthew 15:14-18  [14] Let them alone: they are blind, and leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, 
both will fall into the pit. [15] And Peter answering, said to him: Expound to us this parable.  [16] But he said: Are 
you also yet without understanding? [17] Do you not understand, that whatsoever entereth into the mouth, goeth 
into the belly, and is cast out into the privy? [18] But the things which proceed out of the mouth, come forth from 
the heart, and those things defile a man. 
     I often hear professed Christians ignorantly say things like “I think my God would have a sense of humor about 
that“, OR “I think my God would be OK with that” even when what they are trying to justify IS SIN itself! Many I 
hear often state “Well if I am wrong about a few things, God will show me after I die.” 
     Yet I am troubled why it appears that so many of these professed Christians aren’t CONCERNED nor do they 
seem to CARE about being corrected by His Word while they are still alive on this earth today. Why is it at times 
there is such a lack of discernment amongst His sheep? Is it not of utmost importance that we are pleasing to God in 
all things now? But just like a rebellious child however many of us simply don’t want to be corrected. I can remember 
my own struggle with the flesh years ago and it’s not like any of us are immune to that struggle even today as a 
Christian.  
     Nonetheless, do we have a second chance to “get it right” once we pass on? Clearly in the Bible it doesn’t sug-
gest any such thing and sadly those who think otherwise are clearly fooling themselves.   
     Often times we read His Holy Word but do not heed His warnings in turning away from that which God says He 
clearly detests and views as an abomination. When does MAN think for God? The only way we KNOW God is to read 
His Word, and live the sacramental life and be faithful to the teachings of the Church so we receive instruction in 
righteousness and KNOW if we are LIVING according to His will and purpose.  1 Corinthians 2:16  For who hath 
known the mind of the Lord, that we may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ. 
     As Christians, we only need to go back and read the Old Testament  to see that God smote a whole people for 
their deliberate disobedience. He didn’t laugh as if it was no big deal when they were in “error” or look the other way 

in being TOLERANT to flat out ignorance once the truth was revealed to them.  Nowhere in Holy Scripture do I see it 
recorded where God said “Oh those silly Pharisees, graven image and idol worshippers…they crack me up every time 
but all is well, I really don’t mind their rejection of me“.   
     REALLY? Make no mistake, our God is not amused.  Jesus Christ, yesterday, and today; and the same forever.  
Hebrews 13:8 
     If we say we are followers of Jesus Christ where is the proof? Are you clinging to a God of your own making who 
is tolerant of the sin in your life when the TRUTH has already been revealed to you in His Word in pointing out that 
error? How much better it is to be pleasing to God rather than to ourselves or a man-made religion or man in gen-
eral. How can we profess to know Him if we are not reading His Word daily?  
     Try your own selves if you be in the faith; prove ye yourselves. Know you not your own selves, that Christ Jesus 
is in you, unless perhaps you be reprobates?  2 Corinthians 13:5 
     YES Jesus Christ is just to forgive our sins but His Word also tells us to repent in Acts 3:19  when we sin and still 

make a sincere attempt to turn from that which God hates even if it is difficult at times. We’ve all been there, includ-

ing myself. It’s not a “free” get out of jail card just by stating you are a Christian. It’s not a pass to keep on sinning. 

We will all struggle with sin because we are imperfect but we should feel the need to go to confession and repent of 

that sin because it is THAT sin which nailed our Savior Jesus Christ to the cross. And if a person doesn’t feel the sin-

cere desire or conviction to repent of their sin and go to confession, they might want to ask themself if being a Cath-

olic is only a title and not a way of life as it should be.  



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         08/11              Fred & Joanne Sikarskie                                       Tom Gutshall                               Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       08/04 - 08/10:  Pat Usnik & Christine Rosenau 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         08/10             Rita Johnson                                                       Kathy Supak  
         08/11             Brittany & Summer Snyder                                   Michelle Snyder                           Wesley Snyder   

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m., alternating in the Knights of Columbus room  

Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons. 
OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 

Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   
SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 

Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month   
(except Jan., Feb., March)  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Theresa Cook, Helen Wilson, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, Solena Massi, Lois La-
mont, “Sob” Gennantonio, Martha Kochenderfer, Eleanor James, Earl & Mary Moore, Betty Swantek, J. Pat and Mar-
tha Nichols, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Tony Lambruno, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Judy Gut-
shall, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, and Mike Michael. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

    MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
   Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time       

    
   Aug  05  Monday                                    Jon Cverna        7:15 AM  Thomas                            
   Aug  06  Tuesday               Lee Convente        5:00 PM  Thomas                                                                         
   Aug  07  Wednesday                            Poor Souls in Purgatory        9:00 AM  Parsons          
   Aug  08  Thursday                                                             Jim Cassell         5:00 PM  Thomas                                                    
   Aug  09  Friday                                                                Josephine Rogers                   6:00 PM  Thomas      
   Aug  10  Saturday                                Arlie & Frances Mason          9:00 AM  Parsons        
   Aug  10  SATURDAY VIGIL         Joan Crosetti & Lorraine Bobowski                                      5:00 PM  Thomas                
   Aug  11  SUNDAY                                                      People of the Parish                                               9:00 AM  Thomas 
   Aug  11  SUNDAY                                                             Leah Marco                                                       11:00 AM  Parsons      

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

or Martha Nichols - Davis (259-5370)  Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


