
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER   
There is credible evidence that in the two states (Oregon 
and Washington) that have statutorily legalized doctor-
prescribed death for those believed to be terminally ill, 

the overall state suicide rate for teens and others has 
risen.  In Oregon, for example, the rate is a full 35% 

higher than the steadily rising national average.  Critics of 
assisted suicide fear that encouraging suicide for the ter-

minally ill may well have begun to lift the stigma from 
suicide in general.  National Right to Life News, Fall 2012 

 

Contributions for  August 11, 2013  
 

St. Thomas:  $1,981.25 
 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $602.50 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of August, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 08/18/2013; 
 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 08/11/13. 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
August 18 - Parish Picnic at the Knights of Columbus park. 
August 25 - Knights of Columbus installation of officers after the 11 AM Mass followed by light refreshments. 
August 25 - Teen Night at 5PM with Father for those Beyond Confirmation. 
September 1 - “ASK FATHER”  after the 11:00 AM Mass at Our Lady of Mercy. 
September 3 - Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting at 7:00 PM in the St. Thomas social hall. 
September 8 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following Mass in Parsons. 
September 11 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in the Knights of Columbus room. 

Thomas Food Pantry  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking jell-o. 
In subsequent months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this need for our 

community. 

 

“BREAKFAST TO GO!” 
 

     The Society of St. Thomas Women will be sponsoring a fund raising project on September 1st.  Proceeds to  
benefit designated needs of the parish.  “Breakfast - To - Go” will be available before and after the 9 AM Mass. 

 

                                                Menu:    Biscuit with scrambled egg, sausage or ham 
                                                           hash brown potato patty 
                                                           coffee or juice. 
 

                                                 Price:    $5.00 
 

     Muffins and additional coffee or juice will be available for a separate donation.  Your support is appreciated. 

 

2013 ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC! 
Today is our annual parish picnic!  Are you ready for all the food, fun and games?  Come and join us at the Knights 
of Columbus park in Thomas at 1:00 PM.  We will begin with our usual procession in honor of Our Blessed Mother 

and her feast of the Assumption.  Then we will have a delicious variety of foods with the Knights of Columbus 
providing their signature hamburgers, hotdogs, etc. and beverages for all.  Then the real fun begins with some very 
exciting games!!!  You won’t want to miss this annual event!  Bring the whole family to enjoy a day to remember! 
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of August, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia    

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

 

 
QUESTIONS ABOUT HEAVEN 

PETER KREEF 
 

Peter Kreeft answers commonly asked questions about heaven. 
 

Will we know everything in heaven?  

 

     Of course not. Why would someone think that? There are two reasons, and the first one is simply a confusion 
between Heaven and divinity. We will remain human in Heaven, therefore finite, therefore our knowledge will remain 
finite. True, we will share in divine life, but this is just a share. In fact, we share in divine life now, if we are reborn in 
Christ; our souls nurture a fetal Christ. But I have not observed that fact generating omniscience in myself or any 
other.  
      

     When you come to think of it, knowing everything would be more like Hell than Heaven for us. For one thing, we 

need progress and hope: we need to look forward to knowing something new tomorrow. Mystery is our mind's food. 
If we truly said, "I have seen everything", we would conclude, as did the author of Ecclesiastes, "all is vanity".  For 
another thing, the more knowledge, the more responsibility. Only omnipotence can bear the burden of omniscience; 
only God's shoulders are strong enough to carry the burden of infinite knowledge without losing the joy.  
 

     The second reason we may think our heavenly knowledge is infinite is the theory that on earth we have already 
an access, a potency, for all knowledge; that the brain is a "reducing valve", not a generator.  Perhaps the Fall low-
ered the curtain between us and all truth, which we now see "through a glass, darkly";  and in Heaven the curtain 
will rise again. Thus, the knowledge we now have is both a memory and a prophecy of Paradise.  
 

     But even if this theory is true it does not entail our omniscience. Even if there is no curtain in Heaven, even if our 
consciousness there dashes against no wall or limit, still we remain like the tiny figures in a Chinese landscape: small 
subjects in an enormously larger objective world. Even if we then escape from the tiny hut in which we are now im-
prisoned and through whose smudged windows or chinks in whose walls we now must look – even if we wander 
freely in the country of light – we are in the light, not the light in us. Our first and last wisdom in Heaven is Socratic, 
just as it is on earth: to know how little we know.  If there is no end of the need for humility in the moral order (the 
saint is the one humble enough not to think he is a saint), the same is true of the intellectual order (the wise man is 
the one humble enough to know he has no wisdom). It all depends on the standard of judgment: by earthly stand-
ards most of us are moderately saintly and moderately wise; by Heavenly standards all of us, even in Heaven, are 
children. And by the standard of the infinite, inexhaustible perfection of God, we remain children forever. Happy chil-
dren, fulfilled children, but children. 
  

     Perhaps this will be one of the supreme tests: would we choose the childlikeness of Heaven or the promise of 
"maturity", of "humanity come of age" in Hell? Will we suffer gladly the blow and shock to our pride that is Heaven's 
gift of eternal childhood (thus eternal hope and progress) or will we insist on the "successes" of "self-actualization" 
that Heaven denies us and Hell offers us? If the latter, we will find despair instead of hope, ennui instead of creative 

work, and the emptying out of all our joy.   Jesus' teaching, "Unless you turn and become like children, you will nev-
er enter the kingdom of Heaven", is not something to be outgrown.  Saint Bernard of Clairvaux, when asked which 
are the four most important virtues, replied, "Humility, humility, humility, and humility."  It is only the foolish egotist 
who thinks that our smallness relative to the infinite riches of objective reality is a problem to be overcome.  
(Continued next week.)                   
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           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         08/25               Emily & Miranda Siler                                          Jessica Gutshall                           Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       08/18 - 08/24:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         08/24              Rita Johnson                                                      Nancy Zizunas  
         08/25              Betty Woods & Summer Snyder                            Don Woods                                 Isaac Quattro  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m., alternating in the Knights of Columbus room  

Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons. 
OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 

Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   
SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 

Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month   
(except Jan., Feb., March)  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Theresa Cook, Helen Wilson, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, Solena Massi, Lois La-
mont, “Sob” Gennantonio, Martha Kochenderfer, Eleanor James, Earl & Mary Moore, Betty Swantek, J. Pat and Mar-
tha Nichols, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Tony Lambruno, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Judy Gut-
shall, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, and Mike Michael. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

    MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
   Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time       

    
   Aug  19  Monday                                  Jon Cverna              7:15 AM  Thomas                            
   Aug  20  Tuesday                  Margaret Cassell           5:00 PM  Thomas                                                                         
   Aug  21  Wednesday                                Alice & Ray Dye                     9:00 AM  Parsons   
   Aug  22  Thursday                                                        Leonard Teranto        5:00 PM  Thomas                                                 
   Aug  23  Friday                                                                  John Botizan                               5:00 PM  Thomas      
   Aug  24  Saturday                                     David F. Silk                     9:00 AM  Parsons        
   Aug  24  SATURDAY VIGIL                             John & Angela Vengen                                           5:00 PM  Thomas                
   Aug  25  SUNDAY                                                   Pauline Staron Sparks       9:00 AM  Thomas 
   Aug  25  SUNDAY                                                      People of the Parish                                              11:00 AM  Parsons      

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

or Martha Nichols - Davis (259-5370)  Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


