
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER   
The new annual report released by the national Planned 

Parenthood abortion business shows it did more abortions 
in the 2011-12 fiscal year than ever before in its history—a 

record 333,964 abortions.  Those abortions were estimat-
ed to have generated $150 million dollars for the 

“nonprofit” organization.  Their income included a hefty 
and ever-increasing check from American taxpayers—a 

staggering $542.4 million, which represents 45.2 percent 

of the group’s total annual budget.  Life News, 1/7/13 

 

Contributions for  August 18, 2013  
 

St. Thomas:  $1,354.32 
 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $632.50 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of August, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 08/18/2013; 
 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 08/11/13. 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
August 25 - POSTPONED - Knights of Columbus installation of officers after the 11 AM Mass. 
August 25 - Teen Night at 5PM with Father for those Beyond Confirmation. 
September 1 - “ASK FATHER”  after the 11:00 AM Mass at Our Lady of Mercy. 
September 3 - Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting at 7:00 PM in the St. Thomas social hall. 
September 8 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following Mass in Parsons. 
September 11 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in the Knights of Columbus room. 

Thomas Food Pantry  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking jell-o. 
In subsequent months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this need for our 

community. 

 

“BREAKFAST TO GO!” 
 

The Society of St. Thomas Women will be sponsoring a fund raising project next Sunday, September 1st.  Proceeds 
to benefit designated needs of the parish.  “Breakfast - To - Go” will be available before and after the 9 AM Mass. 
 

  Menu:    Biscuit with scrambled egg, sausage or ham, hash brown potato patty, coffee or juice.  All for $5.00!! 

(Muffins and additional coffee or juice will be available for a separate donation.)  Your support is appreciated. 

 

2012 ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC! 
Thanks to all who helped make our parish picnic  

a great success, especially the Knights of Columbus  
for their preparation and cooking.  Once again it was  

a beautiful day filled with great food, fun, and  
spiritual rewards. 

 

                       WITH SYMPATHY 
Please pray for the souls of Betty Swantek 
and Theresa Cook who were buried from St. 
Thomas Aquinas Church this past week.  
Please pray for the consolation of their fami-
lies as well. 

 

TEEN NIGHT! 
All teens who have had Confirmation are asked to join 

Father tonight at 5:00 PM in the Our Lady of Mercy 
Church Social Hall for “Teen Night.”   Come and enjoy 

an evening of fun, games and catholic chat! 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
The Knights of Columbus will have their installation of 

officers today Sunday, August 25th, immediately follow-
ing the 11 AM Mass at Our Lady of Mercy church. 
Light refreshments will follow in the social hall. 



 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of August, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia    

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

 

 
QUESTIONS ABOUT HEAVEN 

PETER KREEFT 
 Peter Kreeft answers commonly asked questions about Heaven. 

Will we all be equal in heaven?  
By God's grace, no! How awful that would be – almost as awful as knowing everything. Having no heroes, being 
unable to look up to anyone, would be Hell, not Heaven.  
We modern egalitarians are tempted to the primal sin of pride in the opposite way from the ancients. The old, aristo-
cratic form of pride was the desire to be better than others. The new, democratic form is the desire not to have any-
one better than yourself.  It is just as spiritually deadly and does not even carry with it the false pleasure of gloating 
superiority. Flat, boring, repetitive sameness is simply not the structure of reality in a theistic universe, either on 
earth or in Heaven. However, in Heaven, as on earth, each of us will be or do something no one else will be or do as 
well. No one will be superfluous.  
If He had no use for all these differences, I do not see why He should have created more souls than one . . . . Your 
soul has a curious shape because it is a hollow made to fit a particular swelling in the infinite contours of the divine 
substance, or a key to unlock one of the doors in the house with many mansions . . . each of the redeemed shall 
forever know and praise some one aspect of the divine beauty better than any other creature can.  
God's justice is not ours. It surprises ours in a double way. On the one hand, the one-hour workers receive the same 
pay as the all-day workers, in Christ's parable.  "He has put down the mighty from their thrones, and exalted those 
of low degree; he has filled the hungry with good things and the rich he has sent empty away." "Every valley shall be 
exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low." But on the other hand, to him who already has, more will 
be given, and "from him who has not, even what he has will be taken away".  Human justice is outraged by both 
halves of Christ's paradoxical justice.  
Justice does not mean equality. In a poem, in the universe, in mathematics, in architecture – everywhere there is 
natural justice, justice means inequality, ying and yang, male and female, higher and lower, East and West, light and 
darkness, land and water. No flat, dull repetition but uniqueness. In human relationships too, justice does not mean 

equality, but treating equals equally and unequal's unequally. Is it just to treat a pig like a man? If so, it is also just 
to treat a man like a pig. One of the astonishing blind spots of modernity is its unquestioning fixation on equality.  
Of course there are degrees of perfection in Heaven; it is quite the divine style. There are degrees of perfection in 
everything God created (though not in everything we create). Equality is a man-made legal fiction designed as a wall 
of defense against tyranny, a medicine against a disease.  
"We must all be guarded by equal rights from one another's greed, because we are fallen. just as we must all wear 
clothes for the same reason. But the naked body should be there underneath the clothes, ripening for the day when 
we shall need them no longer. Equality is not the deepest thing, you know. "  
"I always thought that was just what it was. I thought it was in their souls that people were equal."  
"You were mistaken .... That is the last place where they are equal. Equality before the law, equality of incomes-that 
is all very well. Equality guards life; it doesn't make it. It is medicine, not food . . . "  
"But surely in marriage . . . ?  

"Worse and worse . . . . Courtship knows nothing of it; nor does fruition . . . . It is not your fault. They never warned 
you. No one has ever told you that obedience-humility-is an erotic necessity."  
Why is there no jealousy in this hierarchical, aristocratic, nonegalitarian Heaven of authority and obedience? Because 
all are cells in the same body. The kidney does not rebel because it is not the eye.  Jealousy is the principle of Hell. 
There is no Hell in Heaven.  
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           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         09/01               Cindy Long & Fred Sikarskie                                 Betty Jane DiBacco                      Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       08/25 - 08/31:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         08/31              Kathy Supak                                                       Beth Spencer  
         09/01              Brittany Snyder & Titi Ferguson                            Summer Snyder                           Wesley Snyder  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m., alternating in the Knights of Columbus room  

Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons. 
OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 

Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   
SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 

Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month   
(except Jan., Feb., March)  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Theresa Cook, Helen Wilson, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, Solena Massi, Lois La-
mont, “Sob” Gennantonio, Martha Kochenderfer, Eleanor James, Earl & Mary Moore, Betty Swantek, J. Pat and Mar-
tha Nichols, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Tony Lambruno, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Judy Gut-
shall, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, and Mike Michael. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

    MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
   Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time       

    
   Aug  26  Monday                                Eleanor Golladay         7:15 AM  Thomas                            
   Aug  27  Tuesday                      Lucy Quattro        5:00 PM  Thomas                                                                         
   Aug  28  Wednesday                                   Honey Vachon                       9:00 AM  Parsons   
   Aug  29  Thursday                                                            Betty Swantek       5:00 PM  Thomas                                                 
   Aug  30  Friday                                                                     Jack Evans                                 5:00 PM  Thomas      
   Aug  31  Saturday                                       V.J. Horowitz                      9:00 AM  Parsons        
   Aug  31  SATURDAY VIGIL                                Alex & Anna Gotinsky                                            5:00 PM  Thomas                
 Sept.  01  SUNDAY                                                             Sheila Slater                 9:00 AM  Thomas 
 Sept.  01  SUNDAY                                                        People of the Parish                                            11:00 AM  Parsons      

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

or Martha Nichols - Davis (259-5370)  Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


