
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER   
Rep. Gabrielle Giffords during a visit to Newtown, CT 

expressed concern that our society has become 

“desensitized to acts of violence.”  Tying these remarks 
to 40 years of abortion on demand, columnist Star Parker 
says her observation must be considered “in our effort to 
grasp our willingness to tolerate, even nurture, the open 
and flourishing presence of evil in our society.  It takes a 

deadening of the soul to permit this, a state of being 
‘desensitized.’  We know it because when those senses 
are awakened, our indifference and willingness to toler-
ate evil is pushed back.”  Center for Urban Renewal and 

Education, 1/14/13 

 

Contributions for  August 25, 2013  
 

St. Thomas:  $2,045.25 
 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $596.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of September, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 09/15/2013; 
 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 09/08/13. 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
September 1 - “ASK FATHER”  after the 11:00 AM Mass at Our Lady of Mercy. 
September 3 - Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting at 7:00 PM in the St. Thomas social hall. 
September 8 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following Mass in Parsons. 
September 11 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in the Knights of Columbus room. 
September 15 - CCD BEGINS and brief CCD intro. Meeting with parents after both morning Masses. 

Thomas Food Pantry  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking jell-o. 
In subsequent months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this need for our 

community. 

 

GET YOUR “BREAKFAST TO GO” TODAY!!! 
The Society of St. Thomas Women are sponsoring a fund raising project today Sunday, September 1st.  Proceeds to 
benefit designated needs of the parish.  “Breakfast - To - Go” will be available before and after the 9 AM Mass. 
  Menu:    Biscuit with scrambled egg, sausage or ham, hash brown potato patty, coffee or juice.  All for $5.00!! 

(Muffins and additional coffee or juice will be available for a separate donation.)  Your support is appreciated. 

                       

                        FIRST FRIDAY & FIRST SATURDAY 
 

   All are reminded that First Friday will begin with Mass at Cortland Acres at 1:00 PM,  
   adoration and benediction at 5:00 PM followed by Mass at 6:00 PM at Our Lady of Mercy Church                       

   in Parsons.  A First Saturday Mass will be held at 9:00 AM also in Parsons. 

  SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND 
Next weekend parishes across the Diocese will be ask-
ing their parishioners to support the Diocesan Scholar-
ship Association so that today’s youth might have the 

opportunity to attend Wheeling Jesuit University. 

 

THANKS TO ALL! 
My family members and I are deeply grateful for the compassion and kindness shown to us at the passing of my 

mother, Theresa L. Cook.  Thank you, Fr. Tim, my Knights of Columbus brothers, choir members and organist, and 
the members of the Society of St. Thomas Women for preparing the wonderful funeral brunch.  Thanks also, for 
your comforting messages of sympathy.  Your acts of kindness have made this time of sorrow less difficult to en-

dure.  I know Our Dear Lord will reward you!  With sincerest appreciation,  John J. Cook 
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of September, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia    

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

 

 
QUESTIONS ABOUT HEAVEN 

PETER KREEFT 
 Peter Kreeft answers commonly asked questions about Heaven. 

 

Do the blessed in heaven see us now?  
 

     The living often say they feel the dead present and watching them. Is this illusion or fact?  It is fact. The Bible 
says we are surrounded by "a great cloud of witnesses".  The context is speaking of the dead. They are alive. For 
God is "not God of the dead, but of the living; for all live to him".   
 
     Reason confirms revelation here. Does their love for us cease? Does it not rather increase in purity and power? 
And do not their vision and understanding also increase?  
 
     "The Communion of Saints" means not only (1) love and understanding among the blessed in Heaven and [2] 
love and understanding among the redeemed on earth but also [3] love and understanding between those two 
groups, the Church Militant and the Church Triumphant, temporarily separated by death.  
 
     What difference does this make? Well, what difference does it make to you if you believe you are being watched 
by a thousand living human eyes? Multiply this consequence by millions and by the increase in love and understand-
ing in Heaven. Throw in literally innumerable angels, all of them sharing mightily in God's love and knowledge. Then 
you have the difference it makes: the exponent of infinity.  
 

     The link connecting the Church Militant with the Church Triumphant, the link connecting Heaven and earth, is the 
incarnate Christ. We participate in what Christ does, and Christ links Heaven and earth. He is still on earth as well as 
in Heaven [1] by His Spirit and [2] in His Mystical Body, the Church, His people. Christianity does not worship an 
absent Christ. And just as He can be on earth even when He has gone to Heaven, so can we – in Him. The cells in 
the one Body are all living cells, but only a very few of them are living on earth.  

 

 

ANNUAL MISSION APPEAL 
The Glenmary sisters have been serving as living examples of Christ’s love in action in the rural, small town mission 
areas of America for over 60 years.  Sister Sharon Miller will be at our parish the weekend of Sept. 7 - 8 to tell us 

more about their ministry.  She will speak at each Mass throughout the weekend.  If you would like to learn more 
about the Glenmary Sisters, please visit their web site at www.glenmarysisters.org. 

The annual mission appeal collection will be taken up at these Masses. 

 

ALTAR FLOWER DONATIONS 
 

  The flowers adorning the altar  
this weekend are in loving memory of:              

               Sheila Slater.   
  Donated by:  John & Titi Ferguson 

BIG BUCKS BINGO! 
Mark your calendars for the next Big Bucks Bingo event 

on Sunday, October 6th at the St. Thomas Center in  
Thomas.  If you would like to purchase a ticket please 

see one of the Knights.  Tickets may be purchased early 
for a $25 donation or pay $30 at the door.                                  
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           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         09/08               Tom Gutshall & Dee Oldaker                                Kathy DiBacco                             Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       09/01 - 09/07:  Pat Usnik & Christine Rosenau 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         09/07              Kathy & Pat Kotten                                             Kathy Supak 
         09/08              Betty Woods & Mary Sagace                                Diane Rader                                Nathaniel Rader  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m., alternating in the Knights of Columbus room  

Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons. 
OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 

Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   
SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 

Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month   
(except Jan., Feb., March)  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Theresa Cook, Helen Wilson, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, Solena Massi, Lois La-
mont, “Sob” Gennantonio, Martha Kochenderfer, Eleanor James, Earl & Mary Moore, Betty Swantek, J. Pat and Mar-
tha Nichols, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Tony Lambruno, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Judy Gut-
shall, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, and Mike Michael. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

    MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
   Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time       

 Sept.  02  Monday                                     Albert Obyc                   9:00 AM  Thomas                            
 Sept.  03  Tuesday                    Jane Jorishie               5:00 PM  Thomas                                                                         
 Sept.  04  Wednesday                          Poor Souls in Purgatory                      9:00 AM  Parsons   
 Sept.  05  Thursday                                                          Nellie Calzone              5:00 PM  Thomas                                                 
 Sept.  06  First Friday                                                       Lucy Quattro                                            1:00 PM  C.Acres 
 Sept.  06  First Friday                                       ADORATION & BENEDICTION          5:00 PM  Parsons 
 Sept.  06  First Friday                                                        Jim Cassell    6:00 PM  Parsons 
 Sept.  07  First Saturday                                                Lee Convente                          9:00 AM  Parsons        
 Sept.  07  SATURDAY VIGIL                                  Anna Lawrence                                             5:00 PM  Thomas                
 Sept.  08  SUNDAY                                                    People of the Parish                  9:00 AM  Thomas 
 Sept.  08  SUNDAY                                               *Jerry & Madonna DiBacco                                           11:00 AM  Parsons      

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

or Martha Nichols - Davis (259-5370)  Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


