
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER   
An article in the American Medical News (12/6/10) com-
menting on the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum’s exhi-

bition on medicalized killing concluded:  “The misguided 
scientific ideas of physicians and scientists were integral 
to Nazis’ crimes against humanity and should serve as a 

reminder to doctors to put patients before political ideolo-
gy… As evil as these actions appear in retrospect, they 
arose out of a highly sophisticated medical culture… 

These doctors became killers, not despite their training 
but in the name of their science and training… All doctors 
and medical professionals need to know and understand 

this material.” 

 

Contributions for  September 1, 2013  
 

St. Thomas:  $2,166.25 
 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $685.50 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of September, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 09/15/2013; 
 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 09/08/13. 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
 

September 8 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following Mass in Parsons. 
September 11 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in the Knights of Columbus room. 
September 15 - CCD BEGINS and brief CCD intro. Meeting with parents after both morning Masses. 
September 20 - 4th degree Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in the Knights of Columbus room. 

Thomas Food Pantry  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking jell-o. 
In subsequent months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this need for our 

community. 

 

PARSONS FOOD PANTRY 
The Knights of Columbus wish to thank all who contributed food and money donations to the local community Food Bank 
at the First United Methodist Church in Parsons.  The Knights were able to donate over 500 lbs. of food which in turn 

earned them $100.00 from the National Knights Organization.  This money, in turn, will be used to purchase food for 
next year’s goal of 1000 lbs. of food. 

Happy Anniversary! 
Congratulations Jerry & Madonna DiBacco on 60 happy 

years together!  May God bless you both! 

  SECOND COLLECTION TODAY 
This weekend parishes across the Diocese will be ask-
ing their parishioners to support the Diocesan Scholar-
ship Association so that today’s youth might have the 

opportunity to attend Wheeling Jesuit University. 

 

     WITH SYMPATHY 
 

  Please pray for the soul of Helen Wilson    
  who died this past week.  Please pray for   
  the consolation of her family as well. 

BIG BUCKS BINGO! 
Mark your calendars for the next Big Bucks Bingo event 

on Sunday, October 6th at the St. Thomas Center in  
Thomas.  If you would like to purchase a ticket please 

see one of the Knights.  Tickets may be purchased early 
for a $25 donation or pay $30 at the door.                                  

 

CCD CLASSES BEGIN NEXT WEEK 
Classes will begin next Sunday, September 16th.  Plan your 
schedules from now for classes before the 11:00 AM Sun-
day mass in Parsons.  Father will also have a brief CCD 
intro. meeting with parents after both morning Masses. 
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of September, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in our  
armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia   to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

  
 

QUESTIONS ABOUT HEAVEN 
PETER KREEFT 

 Peter Kreeft answers commonly asked questions about Heaven. 
 

Will we have emotions in heaven?  
Emotions move us; we do not move them. They are a form of passivity. We will be far more active in Heaven than 
we ever were before, since our spirits (which are activity) will rule rather than being ruled by our bodies (which are 
passivity). Nevertheless, we will have bodies, therefore passivity, therefore emotions, though they will not be at the 
unfree whim of heredity, environment, animal instinct, propaganda, others' demands, and the many other forces that 
presently condition us.  
Even when our spirits are perfectly free, they can feel. Even now, it is the spirit that feels, not just the body. It is a 
prejudice imported from Greek philosophy, not a notion found in Scripture, that feelings should be dominated by 
rational thought. The center of the self which the Greeks located in reason, Scripture locates in the "heart", that 
which loves. This center is no more a feeling than it is thinking; it is the prefunctional root of both, or it is a deeper 
feeling and a deeper thinking: the heart has its reasons which the reason does not know".  
But since our thinking and our feeling are equal functions of the heart, we will retain our feeling in Heaven just as we 
will retain our thinking. All our humanity is perfected, not diminished, in Heaven.  
 

Why are all angels saints, but not all saints are angels? 
Huh?  A saint, as it is currently understood, is someone (other than God) who came before us and is in heaven pray-
ing for us.   
Angels are in heaven, so they are saints.  St. Michael the Archangel is one example.  People who have died and gone 
on to heaven are also saints.  St. Francis is one example. 
So, what is the difference?  And why are all angels saints, but not all saints are angels? 
An angel is an entirely spiritual being, created by God to exist without a body.  A person is an embodied spirit, a spir-
itual being created by God to exist with a body. 
Angels are created to be servants and messengers of God.  They pray for us, watch over us, and protect us.  We 
each have a guardian angel who is our own.  They can never be human, nor have a body. 
Humans can never be angels.  While we are also spiritual beings, we have a body. 
Both angels and humans have the choice to choose eternity with God (heaven) or not (hell).  Angels were given their 
choice at the beginning of time and we know of at least one who chose to rebel against God, Satan.  Human beings 
are given our choice throughout our lives, with our final choice being at our moment of death.  We can choose to 
become a saint and be with God for eternity, or we can rebel against Him. 
Those humans who choose God and enter heaven intercede for us who remain on earth. 
Finally, the path to sainthood in heaven for human beings begins with living a saintly life, one of grace and holiness, 
here on earth.   (From:  Catholic 101:  Saints and Angels)  

 

ANNUAL MISSION APPEAL 
The Glenmary sisters have been serving as living examples of Christ’s love in action in the rural, small town mission 

areas of America for over 60 years.  Sister Sharon Miller will be at our parish this weekend to tell us more about their 

ministry.  She will speak at each Mass throughout the weekend.  If you would like to learn more about the Glenmary 
Sisters, please visit their web site at www.glenmarysisters.org. 

The annual mission appeal collection will be taken up at these Masses. 
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           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         09/15               Miranda & Becca Siler                                         Fred Sikarskie                              Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       09/08 - 09/14:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         09/14             Rita Johnson                                                       Nancy Zizunas  
         09/15             Brittany & Summer Snyder                                   Michelle Syder                             Isaac Quattro 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m., alternating in the Knights of Columbus room  

Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons. 
OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 

Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   
SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 

Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month   
(except Jan., Feb., March)  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, Solena Massi, Lois Lamont, “Sob” Gennantonio, Mar-
tha Kochenderfer, Eleanor James, Earl & Mary Moore, J. Pat and Martha Nichols, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry 
Udovich, Tony Lambruno, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Judy Gutshall, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, and 
Mike Michael. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

    MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
   Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time       

  
 Sept.  09  Monday                                     Bob Rondeau                   7:15 AM  Thomas                            
 Sept.  10  Tuesday                      Mary Cassell            5:00 PM  Thomas                                                                         
 Sept.  11  Wednesday                                  Bob Sheeler Jr.               9:00 AM  Parsons   
 Sept.  12  Thursday                                                           Orlando Massi           5:00 PM  Thomas                                                 
 Sept.  13  Friday                                                           Elizabeth Ann Swantek                    5:00 PM  Thomas 
 Sept.  14  Saturday                                                Clifford, Anna and Robert Foster          9:00 AM  Parsons        
 Sept.  14  SATURDAY VIGIL                                        Fr. Dubie                                                       5:00 PM  Thomas                
 Sept.  15  SUNDAY                                                            Jane Obyc     9:00 AM  Thomas 
 Sept.  15  SUNDAY                                                      People of the Parish                                              11:00 AM  Parsons      

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

or Martha Nichols - Davis (259-5370)  Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


