
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER   
On his fourth visit to his native country,  

Pope John Paul II once again vigorously condemned  
legislation permitting abortions.  He compared abortion 

to Nazi extermination programs saying, “That cemetery 
of the victims of human cruelty in our country is extend-
ed to include yet another vast cemetery, that of the un-
born, of the defenseless whose faces even their mothers 

have not seen.” 

 

Contributions for  September 8, 2013  
 

St. Thomas:  $1,574.02 
Diocesan Scholarship:  $361.05 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $696.00 
Diocesan Scholarship:  104.46 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of September, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 09/15/2013; 
 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 09/08/13. 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
September 15 - CCD BEGINS and brief CCD intro. Meeting with parents after both morning Masses. 
September 15 - Purity class for teen girls and their parents after 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
September 20 - 4th degree Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in the Knights of Columbus room. 
September 22 - Teen night with father Grassi.  5 - 7PM in Parsons.   
September 29 - Purity Ceremony and Covered Dish Dinner immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 

Thomas Food Pantry  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking jell-o. 
In subsequent months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this need for our 

community. 

 

ABORTION IS NOT HEALTH CARE!  
 

The Affordable Care Act (ACA), also known as ObamaCare, will begin implementation in WV on October 1st.  At least 23 
states have seized the opportunity provided for in the ACA law to prevent public funding of elective abortions in their new 
health care exchanges.  West Virginians deserve the assurance, to the degree that can be permitted by law, that taxpayer 
funds are not being used to fund abortion.  The ACA provides us this opportunity but State Government must act before 
October 1st.  This new health care system should not be used to expand the practice of abortion.  Abortion is not health 
care.  It is the direct killing of an innocent person, who resides in the womb of the mother.  Abortion does not heal—it 

kills; and it should not be paid for in our health care insurance.  (Please sign the petition in the back of the church.) 

 

CCD BEGINS TODAY 
Classes will begin today, Sunday, September 15th before 

the 11:00 AM Sunday Mass in Parsons.  Father will also have 
a brief CCD intro. meeting with parents after both morning 

Masses. 

 

     QUOTE FOR THE WEEK 
The Christian home is the place where the children re-
ceive the first proclamation of the faith.  For this reason 
the family home is rightly called “the domestic church,” a 
community of grace and prayer, a school of human vir-
tues and of Christian charity.   

~Catechism of the Caholic Church, 1666 

BIG BUCKS BINGO! 
Mark your calendars for the next Big Bucks Bingo event 

on Sunday, October 6th at the St. Thomas Center in  
Thomas.  If you would like to purchase a ticket please 

see one of the Knights.  Tickets may be purchased early 
for a $25 donation or pay $30 at the door.                                  

 

THANK YOU 

Thanks to all who gave so generously to last weeks Au-
thorized Mission collection for the Glenmary Sisters.   

St. Thomas:  $1,320 - Our Lady of Mercy:  $463 
Your donations will help the Sisters serve as living exam-
ples of Christ’s love in action in the rural, small town mis-

sion areas of America.  Thank you. 



 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of September, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia    

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

 MARRIAGE:  Forgiving and being forgiven 
Adapted from Called to Marriage:  Journeying Together Toward God, from St. Anthony Messenger Press. 

  

     We know how essential forgiveness is to the survival of our marriages.  In a thousand small ways, it becomes a 
daily habit.  And yet forgiveness is no easier to define than love.  We spend a lifetime learning just what it means to 
forgive and, in the process, we learn something more about love and about God. 
     No two people living in such close proximity can avoid stepping on each other’s toes from time to time.  Every 
moment of carelessness, every lapse in thoughtfulness inflicts at least a scratch.  When husband and wife come to-
gether at the end of a day that has been filled with frustration of some sort for either or both of them, whom can 
they take it out on except each other?  We are all hardest on the people who love us best.  The rest of the world will 
not stand for our irritability.  Another major factor in forgiving is putting ourselves in the other’s shoes and making 
allowances for the pressures he or she is under. 
     “Forgive and forget”, the old adage urges us.  Yet forgetting is the least important part of forgiving.  We may well 
remember an injury, but we focus harder on what is really important: why we love the person with whom we share a 
life.  For it is that love that enables us to be patient with a spouse’s shortcomings.  
     Most of the things we forgive on a daily basis are not deliberate efforts to inflict injury.  Rather, they rise out of 
the very differences that both draw us together and drive us mad.  Too easily we forget that strength and weakness 
are the two sides of the same personality traits.  It’s all a matter of perception.  We call the same characteristics by 
different names, depending on how we interpret them at any moment. 
     The stubbornness that annoys us is also the perseverance we admire.  The reticence that drives an extroverted 
partner crazy sometimes provides restful quiet.  A partner’s frugality is downright miserliness when the other’s mood 
is extravagant.  We often see fault in a virtue when the timing of its exercise is bad. 
     As if it weren’t hard enough to deal with the irritations we’re used to, life keeps pulling the rug out from under 
us.  Some crises are predictable.  Such things as the birth of a child, a move, a job change, the emptying of the nest 
or retirement inevitably create new tensions in a couple’s life together. 
     Other crises sneak up on us without warning—such things as an illness or loss of job. 
     Whether our differences rise from everyday tensions or from a sudden shift in life’s direction, it is not always easy 
to forgive each other.  Yet the truth we discovered when we were newly in love still holds: Making up is a joy. 

     We usually express our reconciliation with some tangible sign.  It may be flowers or homemade cookies or a bot-
tle of wine.  Most often it is a hug.  But the very urge to celebrate the end of a quarrel expresses our instinctive con-
viction that a mended relationship is stronger than one that has never been tested. 
     While all marriages deal with small irritations and missteps, some married couples have to find a way to forgive 
more serious injuries. 
     What keeps these couples together rather than headed toward divorce is a decision to stay married.  From this, 
they slowly manage to forgive each other and start over again. 
     Forgiving is not something we do for the other person but something we do for our own sake.  Over the course 
of a lifetime, we become the sum of our actions.  We become thoughtful, loving people bit by bit, or we become 
hard and hateful one decision at a time.  But we are, until the moment of our deaths, still works in progress.  What-
ever bad choices we may make, we are still capable of changing our course as long as we breathe and as long as 
someone believes in that possibility as firmly as God does. 
     Forgiving serious injuries begins with the daily habit of letting the past become history and moving beyond it. 
     Perhaps it is when forgiving gets hardest that we come closest to God, for God forgives us forever. 
     Forever is a long time indeed, much longer than the lifetime husbands and wives have pledged to each other.  It 
is inevitable that the God whose very nature is love can promise everlasting mercy and fidelity.  The rest of us must 
limp along as best we can, day by day offering forgiveness and a fresh start to each other. 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         09/22               Joanne Sikarskie & Cindy Long                             Lukas Thompson                          Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       09/15 - 09/21:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         09/21             Kathy & Pat Kotten                                              Kathy Supak 
         09/22             Titi Ferguson & Mary Sagace                                John Ferguson                             Wesley Syder 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m., alternating in the Knights of Columbus room  

Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons. 
OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 

Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   
SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 

Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month   
(except Jan., Feb., March)  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, Solena Massi, Lois Lamont, “Sob” Gennantonio, Mar-
tha Kochenderfer, Eleanor James, Earl & Mary Moore, J. Pat and Martha Nichols, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry 
Udovich, Tony Lambruno, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Judy Gutshall, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, and 
Mike Michael. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

    MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
   Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time       

  
 Sept.  16  Monday                                             Leonard Teranto                   7:15 AM  Thomas                            
 Sept.  17  Tuesday                   Patrick Flanagan          5:00 PM  Thomas                                                                         
 Sept.  18  Wednesday                                 Alice & Ray Dye                 9:00 AM  Parsons   
 Sept.  19  Thursday                                                          Pauline Hoshall            5:00 PM  Thomas                                                 
 Sept.  20  Friday                                                            Bob Rondeau                           5:00 PM  Thomas 
 Sept.  21  Saturday                                                    William & Leah Marco                    9:00 AM  Parsons        
 Sept.  21  SATURDAY VIGIL                                   Anna Lawrence                                                   5:00 PM  Thomas                
 Sept.  22  SUNDAY                                                     People of the Parish        9:00 AM  Thomas 
 Sept.  22  SUNDAY                                                    Prances & Arlie Mason                                             11:00 AM  Parsons      

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

or Martha Nichols - Davis (259-5370)  Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


