
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER   
“Maternal mortality is determined by the quality of  

maternal health care, not the legal status of abortion,” 
stated a study presented last year to the World Health 

Assembly.  Maternal mortality fell dramatically in  
developed nations as a result of mid 20th century  

improvements in health care - well before the widespread 
legalization of abortion.”   

National Right to Life News, Summer 2012 

 

Contributions for  September 15, 2013  
 

St. Thomas:  $3,452.31 
 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $493.00 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of September, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 09/15/2013; 
 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 09/08/13. 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
September 22 - Teen night with Father Grassi.  5 - 7PM in Parsons.   
September 29 - Purity Ceremony and Covered Dish Dinner immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 

October 1 - Society of St. Thomas Women will meet at 7:00 PM at Cortland Acres. 
October 9 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in the St. Thomas Center. 
October 12 - Public Square Rosary Crusade from noon to 1 PM next to the City Hall in Thomas. 
October 13 - Knights of Columbus—Columbus Day Dinner at Our Lady of Mercy at 5:00 PM. 

Thomas Food Pantry  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking jell-o. 
In subsequent months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this need for our 

community. 

BIG BUCKS BINGO! 
Mark your calendars for the next Big 
Bucks Bingo event on Sunday, October 
6th at the St. Thomas Center in Thomas.  
If you would like to purchase a ticket 
please see one of the Knights.  Tickets 
may be purchased early for a $25  
donation or pay $30 at the door. 

 

COVERED DISH DINNER NEXT SUNDAY 
We will have a covered dish dinner next Sunday,  
Sept. 29th, following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons.   

All are invited to attend. 

 

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND 
The Catholic University of America is the national university of the Catholic Church in the United States, located in 
Washington, D.C.  It provides an academically rigorous education guided by Catholic intellectual tradition to nearly 
7,000 students every year.  More than 4,000 students directly receive scholarship aid from this Collection, including 

many from our diocese.  Next week is the National Collection for the Catholic University of America.   

Please be generous. 

TEEN NIGHT! 
All teens who have had Confirmation are asked to join 

Father tonight at 5:00 PM in the Our Lady of Mercy 
Church Social Hall for “Teen Night.”   Come and enjoy an 

evening of fun, games and catholic chat!    

 

 

We always find that those  
who walked the closest to Christ  

were those who had to bear  
the greatest trials. 

 
 ~ St. Teresa of Avila 
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of September, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia    

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

MONEY AND RELATIONSHIPS 
 

     Larry Burkett, noted financial author, says, “Money is either the best or the worst area of communication in our marriages.”  So 
if you are married and have money fights, you are normal.  But if this is a real problem area for you, there is also an opportunity to 
improve your relationship and maybe even reach an agreement with your spouse.  I am not talking about agreement brought on by 
surrender, but rather by each person getting a vote, understanding the other’s view and finding common ground. 
     Let’s face it - if we can agree on the checkbook, there would be nothing left to fight about except who gets the remote! 
 

Men and Women are Different 
     When it comes to money, men tend to take more risks and don’t save for emergencies.  Men use money as a scorecard and can 
struggle with self-esteem when there are financial problems.   
      Women tend to see money more as a security issue, so they will gravitate toward the rainy-day fund.  Because of their need 
for security, ladies can have a level of fear—my wife, Sharon, calls it terror—when there are money problems.  Men and women are 
different in how they view money, and it is largely because they process problems and opportunities from different vantage points. 
     On top of the fact that men and women are different, opposites attract.  Chances are, if you’re married, one of you is good at 
working numbers (the nerd) and the other one is not good at working numbers (the free spirit).  That is not the real problem.  The 
problem is when the nerd neglects the input of the free spirit or when the free spirit avoids participating in the financial dealings 
altogether. 
 

Marriage is a Partnership 
     Marriage is a partnership.  The priest said, “And now you are one.”  Both parties need to be involved in the finances.  Separat-
ing the money and splitting the bills is a bad idea. 
     Listen up, nerds.  Do not keep the money all to yourself.  Do not use your “power” to abuse the free spirit.  Free spirits, do not 
just nod your head and say, “Yeah, that looks great, honey.”  You have a vote in the budget committee meetings, too.  Give feed-
back, criticism and encouragement.  Work on the budget together! 
     As you work on your money together, you will begin to change your family tree.  One of your main goals in your marriage 
should be to pass a legacy down to your children and grandchildren.  

From: http://www.daveramsey.com/article/the-truth-about-money-and-relationships/lifeandmoney relationshipsandmoney/ 
 

Money Tips for Your Relationship 

 Relationships are mutually defined. Each partner needs to be comfortable with any guidelines you set. Don't build resentment 

if you've agreed to it. 

 Everyone should have some financial freedom. Whether $5 or $500, discretionary income is a must for any partnership. If you 

want to run it through a shredder, it ought to be your right to do so. Having your own money helps you feel like you haven't 
given yourself up in order to be part of a relationship.  

 While financial independence is important, it must be balanced with accountability. Don't hide your spending habits from your 

spouse. Live within the boundaries you set. Consult your spouse before purchasing big-ticket items.  

 Don't live a fairytale! Get real about how much money you have. Set a realistic budget and financial goals. Don't justify pur-

chasing something you can't afford. 

 Emotional problems can't be solved with money. Take a hard look at what's really behind your spending habits. 

 Don't let yourself get taken advantage of. Are you working 80 hours a week just so your spouse can live beyond your means? 

That's not being a partner; that's being a paycheck, and it won't fix the problem. 

 Negotiate, and then renegotiate when necessary. You made these life decisions together, and you can change them  

        together.   

 Educate yourself. Marriage is a partnership, and both individuals need to be well-informed. Many problems — especially when 

it comes to money — stem from lack of knowledge.  

 When a financial issue comes up, ask yourself: Is it really a money problem or is it a relationship problem? 

 Money should not be used as a weapon against your partner.  

From: http://www.drphil.com/articles/article/32 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         09/29               Miranda & Emily Siler                                          Tom Gutshall                               Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       09/22 - 09/28:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         09/28             Rita Johnson                                                       Beth Spencer 
         09/29             Betty Woods & Summer Snyder                             Don Woods                                Nathaniel Rader 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m., alternating in the Knights of Columbus room  

Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons. 
OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 

Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   
SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 

Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month   
(except Jan., Feb., March)  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, Solena Massi, Lois Lamont, “Sob” Gennantonio, Mar-
tha Kochenderfer, Eleanor James, Earl & Mary Moore, J. Pat and Martha Nichols, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry 
Udovich, Tony Lambruno, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Judy Gutshall, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, and 
Mike Michael. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

    MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
   Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time       

  
 Sept.  23  Monday                                           Margaret Cassell                        7:15 AM  Thomas                            
 Sept.  24  Tuesday                 Eleanor Golladay            5:00 PM  Thomas                                                                         
 Sept.  25  Wednesday                                Honey Vachon                    9:00 AM  Parsons   
 Sept.  26  Thursday                                                      Barbara Colabrese           5:00 PM  Thomas                                                 
 Sept.  27  Friday                                                               Helen Wilson                            5:00 PM  Thomas 
 Sept.  28  Saturday                                             Clifford, Anna & Robert Foster                  9:00 AM  Parsons        
 Sept.  28  SATURDAY VIGIL                                *Jack Lambruno                                                     5:00 PM  Thomas                
 Sept.  29  SUNDAY                                                 Elizabeth Ann Swantek                            9:00 AM  Thomas 
 Sept.  29  SUNDAY                                                    People of the Parish                                                11:00 AM  Parsons      

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

or Martha Nichols - Davis (259-5370)  Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


