
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER   
 

“Abortion is the least regulated invasive procedure in the 
country.  Many states do not require that a mother be 

fully informed about abortion, its potential risks, and al-
ternatives—something required for every other medical 
procedure performed in theis country.”  Carol Tobias, 

National Right to Life News.  Summer 2012, p.3 

 

Contributions for  September 22, 2013  
 

St. Thomas:  $1655.50 
 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $628.00 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of October, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 10/20/2013; 
 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 10/13/13. 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
 

September 29 - Purity Ceremony and Covered Dish Dinner immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
October 1 - Society of St. Thomas Women will meet at 7:00 PM in the Rectory Conference Room. 
October 6 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following the 11 AM Mass. 
October 7 - 4th Degree Knights of Columbus Social Meeting at Blackwater Brewing Company at 5:30 PM. 
October 9 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in the St. Thomas Center. 

October 12 - Public Square Rosary Crusade from noon to 1 PM next to the City Hall in Thomas. 
October 13 - Knights of Columbus—Columbus Day Dinner at Our Lady of Mercy at 5:00 PM. 
October 13 - Columbus Day Bake Sale at St. Thomas Aquinas Church by the Society of St. Thomas Women. 

Thomas Food Pantry  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking jell-o. 
In subsequent months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this need for our 

community. 

 

COVERED DISH DINNER TODAY! 
We will have a covered dish dinner today Sunday,  
Sept. 29th, following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons.   

All are invited to attend. 

 

SECOND COLLECTION TODAY 
Today’s second collection is for The Catholic University of America, the national university of the Catholic Church in 
the United States, located in Washington, D.C.  CUA provides an academically rigorous education guided by Catholic 
intellectual tradition to nearly 7,000 students every year.  More than 4,000 students directly receive scholarship aid 

from this Collection, including many from our diocese.  Please be generous. 

 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 

Due to all of the Columbus day activities on October 
13th, our usual scheduled meeting on the Second Sunday 

of the month has been moved to Sunday, October 6th.   

BIG BUCKS BINGO! 
Our Big Bucks Bingo event is next Sunday, October 6th 
at the St. Thomas Center in Thomas.  If you would like 

to purchase a ticket please see one of the Knights.  
Tickets may be purchased early for a $25 donation or 

pay $30 at the door.  Hope to see you there! 

 

BAPTISM ANNOUNCEMENT  
Congratulations Wilhelmina Marie Sikarskie and Adalyn 

Jade Sikarskie, daughters of Joseph and Ashley Sikarskie. 
They were baptized last Sunday, September 22nd at Our 

Lady of Mercy Church following the 11 AM Mass.    



 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of September, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia    

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

Putting the “Big” in Bigotry 
May 23, 2013 by Paul McCusker Filed under Apologetics, Conversion, Featured, Paul McCusker 

 

Life, As I Find It 
     I shudder to think of it now. There I was at a CS Lewis conference and the esteemed teacher Peter Kreeft had been 

talking about ten things to learn from JRR Tolkien about evil. A brilliant talk. And, at the break, I had a chance to corner 
Kreeft to ask him a few questions. In the course of that short conversation, he mentioned to me how he had become a 

Catholic while attending Calvin College. 
     Everyone else probably knew it, but I didn’t. And I was surprised. But here’s the thing that surprised me and makes 

me shudder to think of it now: my immediate thought was, “How could a man this smart be a Catholic?” 
     By the grace of God, I didn’t actually say that to him. I sometimes wonder how he would have reacted if I had. But I 

didn’t. 
     And, by the grace of God, my reaction didn’t stop there. I moved on to a pivotal question: “What does he see that I 

don’t see?” 
     It was a pivotal question because I then realized my own bigotry and ignorance about Catholicism. All I knew about it 

was what I had been told by well-meaning (and not so well-meaning) Protestants – or what I had seen in the lives of a 
few Catholics. I’d read the Chick Tracts. I’d seen The Godfather. What else did I need to know? 

     I had concocted a lot of answers without ever asking the right questions. I had already rejected something I knew 
nothing about. And a very short conversation made me realize it. 

     At any other time of life, I might have left it there – acknowledged my ignorance and gotten on with my life. But at 
that moment I was already wrestling with some important issues. I was an Anglican and had been watching the implo-

sion of the Episcopal Church in America. I began to wonder, who has the authority to interpret Scripture and establish 
doctrine? 

     I thought back to my formative years as a Baptist. There it was mostly a “me and my Bible” sensibility, as it is for so 

many Protestants. Every individual with his own leather-bound Word of God got to be his own Pope. That was easy.  Just 
me and Jesus. And if I belonged to a community of believers, that was all right, too. But it was an optional extra. 

     That didn’t ring true for me. How did millions of “little churches” line up with Jesus’ prayer for unity? Was that only 
wishful thinking on His part? And who had the authority to say that my interpretation of the Bible might actually be 

wrong? Very few, and only if I agreed with them. 
     As an Anglican I had conceded to – no, I actually desired – some semblance of authority and structure. But the 

founders of Anglicanism were determined not to repeat the “mistakes” of Rome. The reigning Monarch was the head of 
the Church of England. And the Archbishop of Canterbury would not be the Pope, but the spiritual head of the Anglican 

Communion worldwide. In other words: no authority, apart from a sweet grandfatherly influence. We have seen in the 
last decade or so what that really means. 

     It wasn’t on my mind to leave Anglicanism. I was in for the fight. But the questions nagged at me and I had to won-
der what I was fighting for. Catholicism wasn’t an option. Nor was the Eastern version. And yet… that encounter with 

Peter Kreeft was like a slap in the face. What does he see that I don’t see? 
     I was determined to find out. I couldn’t imagine myself ever becoming a Catholic, but it was a decent compromise to 

explore the Ancient Church, believing it was neither Catholic nor Eastern Orthodox.  That was a safe bet. I could be ob-
jective and without prejudice. And so I made the effort. As John Henry Newman has pointed out, to go back into history 

is to find oneself in staunch Catholic territory. Beware! 
     Since becoming Catholic, I have encountered a lot of people with the same sensibilities I had at that meeting with 

Peter Kreeft. They think they know Catholicism, but they don’t. They think they know Catholics, but they don’t. And it’s 
up to us to show them who we really are and truly believe. 

And such is life as I find it.   
Read more: http://rcspiritualdirection.com/blog/2013/05/23/putting-the-big-in-bigotry#ixzz2fRGNYFru 

http://rcspiritualdirection.com/blog/author/paul-mccusker
http://rcspiritualdirection.com/blog/topics/apologetics
http://rcspiritualdirection.com/blog/topics/conversion
http://rcspiritualdirection.com/blog/topics/featured
http://rcspiritualdirection.com/blog/topics/paul-mccusker
http://rcspiritualdirection.com/blog/2013/05/23/putting-the-big-in-bigotry#ixzz2fRGNYFru


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         10/06               Fred Sikarskie & Cindy Long                                Joanne Sikarskie                          Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       09/29 - 10/05:  Pat Usnik & Christine Rosenau 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         10/05             Kathy Supak                                                       Nancy Zizunas 
         10/06             Brittany Snyder & Titi Ferguson                            Summer Snyder                           Issac Quattro 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m., alternating in the Knights of Columbus room  

Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons. 
OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 

Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   
SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 

Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month   
(except Jan., Feb., March)  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, Solena Massi, Lois Lamont, “Sob” Gennantonio, Mar-
tha Kochenderfer, Eleanor James, Earl & Mary Moore, J. Pat and Martha Nichols, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry 
Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Judy Gutshall, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, and Mike Michael. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

    MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
   Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time       

 Sept.  30  Monday                                                Jim Cassell                          7:15 AM  Thomas                            
   Oct.  01  Tuesday                      Etta Martin         5:00 PM  Thomas                                                                         
   Oct.  02  Wednesday                          Poor Souls in Purgatory                      9:00 AM  Parsons   
   Oct.  03  Thursday                                                   Pauline Staron Sparks         5:00 PM  Thomas                                                 
   Oct.  04  First Friday                                                      Helen Wilson                               1:00 PM  C. Acr. 
   Oct.  04  First Friday                                        ADORATION & BENEDICTION      5:00 PM  Thomas  
   Oct.  04  First Friday                                                    Genny Yeager    6:00 PM  Thomas 
   Oct.  05  First Saturday                                                 Mary Cassell                             9:00 AM  Parsons        
   Oct.  05  SATURDAY VIGIL                                     Lucy Quattro                                                     5:00 PM  Thomas                
   Oct.  06  SUNDAY                                                      Theresa Cook                                9:00 AM  Thomas 
   Oct.  06  SUNDAY                                                      People of the Parish                                             11:00 AM  Parsons      

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

or Martha Nichols - Davis (259-5370)  Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


