
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER   
An unwed American girl and her Syrian immigrant boy-
friend conceived a boy in 1955.  Circumstances forced 

them to give up the child for adoption.  Paul and Clara 
Jobs became the parents of Steve Jobs, showing once 

again that “adoption is a loving act that transforms, not 
only the life of the child, but the entire family.  And 
sometimes the world.”  Columnist Ryan Bomberger 

 

Contributions for  September 29, 2013  
 

St. Thomas:  $1646.29 
Catholic University:  $303.12 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $650.50 
Catholic University:  $257.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of October, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 10/20/2013; 
 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 10/13/13. 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
 

October 6 - “Ask Father” immediately following Mass in the social hall.  All are invited to attend. 
October 6 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following the 11 AM Mass. 
October 7 - 4th Degree Knights of Columbus Social Meeting at Blackwater Brewing Company at 5:30 PM. 
October 9 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in the St. Thomas Center. 
October 12 - Public Square Rosary Crusade from noon to 1 PM next to the City Hall in Thomas. 

October 13 - Knights of Columbus—Columbus Day Dinner at Our Lady of Mercy at 5:00 PM. 
October 13 - Columbus Day Bake Sale at St. Thomas Aquinas Church by the Society of St. Thomas Women. 
October 20 - Teen night with Fr. Grassi, 5 - 7PM in Parsons. 

Thomas Food Pantry  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking canned soups. 
In subsequent months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this need for our 

community. 

 

BAKE SALE NEXT WEEKEND 
The Society of St. Thomas Women are having a bake 

sale next Sunday, October 13th.  They will have a vari-
ety of delicious home-made baked goods available  

before and after the 9 AM Mass. 

 

THANK YOU 
Thank you for the lovely service for our step-father, grandfather, and uncle Tony Lambruno.  We extend our grati-
tude to Diana and the choir for the beautiful music and to the ladies of the church for a great luncheon.  We appre-

ciate other members of the St. Thomas family who visited Tony at Cortland Acres and lifted him up in prayer. 
With sincere gratitude, The Family of Tony Lambruno. 

 

PUBLIC SQUARE ROSARY CRUSADE   
Please consider joining us for a Rosary of reparation next 
Saturday, October 12th at the Thomas City Hall.  All CCD 
students are encouraged to attend!  This event will re-
place Sunday CCD classes next weekend, October 13th. 

COLUMBUS DAY DINNER NEXT SUNDAY! 
The Knights of Columbus, Thomas Council 2010, Thomas, West Virginia will have their annual Colum-
bus Day dinner at Our Lady of Mercy Church social hall in Parsons next Sunday, October 13th, 2013 at 
5:00 PM.  The cost of the meal is $15.00 per person.  If you plan to attend please contact Terry Silk at 
478-4899 or Melinda Siler at 478-3814 no later than Monday Oct. 7th.  We need a head-count so we 

can purchase the proper amount of food.  All Knights and their wives are invited to attend. 



 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of October, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia    

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

TODAY IS RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY! 
 

“Choose Life” 
     The choices we make do matter.  Some 27 years ago, I chose not to bring my first child into this world.  I live with that 
decision.  While I know that God has forgiven me, I still have to wonder whether I have a son or daughter or both in Heav-
en with Jesus. 
     I cannot speak concerning anyone but myself as to why I felt the need to do this.  I wanted to have this child and was 
surprised and glad when I found out I was pregnant.  My child’s father was not.  I was young in age and did not under-
stand the precious gift that God had given to us.  I did not know God.  I had heard of God as a child, but was not intro-
duced to him, nor understood who and what God is.  God is Love.  There is no true love without Jesus. 
     The choice of ours did not stop with the death of our unborn child.  It contributed to a chain reaction of sorrows, includ-
ing suicide attempts and the loss of my mind.  I can not begin to explain to you how this choice robbed me of peace and 
joy. 
     At first I thought of it as a procedure.  I went in pregnant and came out not-pregnant.  I went to work the following day 
as though nothing had happened to me.  It was later when it all hit me and hit me hard.  Several years later, I was preg-
nant and crying because I was spotting and I was sure God was punishing me for aborting my first child.  He was not.  We 
brought forth a beautiful son into this world and four years later his brother was born. 
     It was when my second son was about a year old that I lost my mind.  At one point, I walked the streets of a large city 
for a day and a half, afraid to go home, for fear that my presence would cause harm to my family if they looked upon me.  
I remember holding that piece of a cardboard box in front of my face as strangers would pass by me that day to protect 
them from looking at me, because I loved them and believed in my mind that somehow my sins would transfer over to 
them. 
     Over the years I recall lots of confusion, fear and guilt.  Since 1997, I have been in and out of mental wards probably a 
dozen times in two different states.  My point is this.  It is not just a choice.  It is a life.  It is a child.  If I could say anything 
to you, I would ask you to please consider adoption.  I have a nephew that we adore who happens to be very special in-
deed.  My sister and her husband were not able to have children of their own, but God made him just for them.  His biologi-
cal Mom and Dad chose to bring him forth and sent him into my sisters arms. What love.  God’s love and Jesus’ heart. 
     I know there is no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus.  I have been forgiven, but if I could change that day I would.  
I would gladly cherish that child and raise him up or place him with a loving family.  I know that not every pregnancy is 
planned or even wanted, but that child is a gift from God.  Abortion might seem like the answer to your situation, but 
please think carefully before you do it and consider adoption instead.  An abortion cannot be taken back.  You must live 
either with or without that child. 
     In closing I will only add this:  God is Love!  God loves you and your unborn child and cares about your decision.  He will 
forgive all those who choose to worship him in spirit and truth.  Please chose life.  Choose God the Father, Jesus the Savior, 
and have Peace through the Holy Spirit.  God promises he will never leave you nor forsake you.  Ask Jesus into your heart 
today.          ~Written in love by, A servant of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

 
 

 
Our Big Bucks Bingo event is finally here!  Come join us at the St. Thomas Center today, October 6th!  Doors will 

open at 1:00 PM and games will start at 3:00 PM.  Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus Council #2010 to benefit 
youth projects.  If you would like to purchase a ticket please hurry and see one of the Knights immediately following 
Mass.  This will be your last opportunity to purchase an early bird ticket for a $25 donation, otherwise tickets are $30 

at the door.   Hope to see you there! 

  $250 $500  



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         10/13              Dee Oldaker & Joanne Sikarskie                            Jessica Gutshall                           Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       10/06 - 10/12:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         10/12             Rita Johnson                                                       Beth Spencer 
         10/13             Betty Woods & Mary Sagace                                 Diane Rader                                Wesley Snyder 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m., alternating in the Knights of Columbus room  

Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons. 
OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 

Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   
SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 

Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month   
(except Jan., Feb., March)  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, Solena Massi, Lois Lamont, “Sob” Gennantonio, Mar-
tha Kochenderfer, Eleanor James, Earl & Mary Moore, J. Pat and Martha Nichols, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry 
Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Judy Gutshall, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Yvonne Lothes and 
Mike Michael. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

    MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
   Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time       

    
   Oct.  07  Monday                                              Nellie Calzone                            7:15 AM  Thomas                            
   Oct.  08  Tuesday                      Alicia Nolan           5:00 PM  Thomas                                                                         
   Oct.  09  Wednesday                                 Bob Sheeler Jr.                 9:00 AM  Parsons   
   Oct.  10  Thursday                                                      Agnes Ann Ferruso    5:00 PM  Thomas                                                 
   Oct.  11  Friday                                                           Wendelin W. Reis                   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   Oct.  12  Saturday                                                 Joseph & Lois Waskiewicz                       9:00 AM  Parsons        
   Oct.  12  SATURDAY VIGIL                                  Edward Ambrose                                                  5:00 PM  Thomas                
   Oct.  13  SUNDAY                                                          Betty Morvay                                9:00 AM  Thomas 
   Oct.  13  SUNDAY                                                      People of the Parish                                             11:00 AM  Parsons      

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

or Martha Nichols - Davis (259-5370)  Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


