
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER   
Former Planned Parenthood clinic director Abby Johnson, 

states that, “Given that one-third of Planned 

Parenthood’s funding comes from taxpayers and that 
Planned Parenthood’s own reporting notes it performs 

over 324,000 abortions each year, it defies all logic and 
common sense to say taxpayers are not financing abor-

tions at these clinics.” 

 

Contributions for  October 6, 2013  
 

St. Thomas:  $2,810.25 
 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $673.00 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of October, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 10/20/2013; 
 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 10/13/13. 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
October 13 - Knights of Columbus—Columbus Day Dinner at Our Lady of Mercy at 5:00 PM. 
October 13 - Columbus Day Bake Sale at St. Thomas Aquinas Church by the Society of St. Thomas Women. 
October 20 - Teen night with Fr. Grassi, 5 - 7PM in Parsons. 
October 23 - Cortland Acres birthday party at 2:00 PM. 
November 3 - ASK FATHER CANCELLED for this month. 
November 5 - Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting in the Rectory conference room at 7:00 PM. 
November 10 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following Mass. 

Thomas Food Pantry  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking canned soups. 
In subsequent months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this need for our 

community. 

BAKE SALE TODAY 
The Society of St. Thomas Women are having a bake sale 

today, Sunday, October 13th.  They will have a variety of deli-
cious home-made baked goods available  

before and after the 9 AM Mass. 

             FUNERAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
Please pray for the soul of Lois Lamont who was 
buried from  our Parish Church this past Tuesday, 
Oct. 8th.  Please pray for the consolation of her 

family as well. 

ALTAR FLOWER DONATIONS 
The flowers at the Altar and under the  
Blessed Mother and St. Joseph were  
donated in loving memory of Betty Morvay, by 
Jim & Katie Morvay. 

 

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND 
A second collection will be taken up at all Masses  

next weekend October 19th & 20th for the  
Universal Mission collection. 

                              COLUMBUS DAY DINNER TODAY! 
The Knights of Columbus, Thomas Council 2010, Thomas, West Virginia will have their annual 

Columbus Day dinner at Our Lady of Mercy Church social hall in Parsons today Sunday, October 
13th, 2013 at 5:00 PM.  The cost of the meal is $15.00 per person.   All Knights and their wives 

are invited to attend. 

BIBLE STUDY CLASSES 
We are resuming with our next set of Bible Study classes this week.   (Session 7) will be held at Our Lady of Mercy Church this 
Wednesday, October 16th at 6:30 PM.  (Session 8) will be held at St. Thomas this Thursday, Oct. 17th at 5:30 PM.  Be sure to 

cover these lessons before you come to class.  
We invite anyone who may be interested, to come and join us and learn about the story of salvation!  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=flowers%20clip%20art%20free&source=images&cd=&docid=6OCA4JnNaXGZvM&tbnid=KLx5qmf0HTgq2M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Favintagechic.blogspot.com%2F2011_05_01_archive.html&ei=yygeUpyPAYaC2gXthIC4Cw&bvm=bv.51156542,d.


 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of October, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in our  armed  

forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

THE SADNESS OF LIFE AFTER ABORTION 
                                                                  FR. WILLIAM SAUNDERS 
Recently I read an article about the effects of abortion, which included "post abortion syndrome." 

Could you please explain what that is? 
     Post Abortion Syndrome (PAS) falls under the category of "post-traumatic stress disorder." The American Psychiatric Association 
(APA) defines a post-traumatic stress disorder occurring when "the person has experienced an event that is outside the range of 
usual human experience that would be markedly distressing to almost anyone." Clearly, abortion, the direct killing of an innocent 
human life, fits this definition. Consequently, the APAs Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders Revised (1987) specifi-
cally included abortion as a psycho-social stressor. 
The reasons why abortion causes such traumatic stress include the following: First, abortion and infanticide are "abominable 
crimes" (Pastoral Constitution of the Church in the Modern World, no. 51). To kill an innocent unborn child is the epitome of evil. 
Such an evil action will have a severely detrimental impact upon the spiritual and psychological health of the woman who is respon-
sible.  
     Second, the abortion procedure is brutal, invasive and barbaric. If anyone has a doubt about the brutality and barbarism of 
abortion, please watch, "A Matter of Choice," "The Silent Scream" or "The Eclipse of Reason." Moreover, the procedure violates the 
woman’s body that has been prepared physiologically to nurture a growing child and bring that child to birth. Given both the first 
and second reasons, abortion produces feelings of self-devaluation, guilt, shame and isolation.  
     Third, deep down inside, a person, whether male or female, knows abortion is wrong and that a baby is being killed. Yet, a 
person will try to rationalize the action or to suppress feelings about it. Eventually, the impact of abortion will erupt in the persons 
life with devastating effects. 
     Fourth, abortion restricts communication. Generally a woman does not want to talk about her abortion; rather, the abortion 
remains a dark secret she must bear by herself. She also does not want to recall the events surrounding the abortion or the proce-
dure itself; such recall is unpleasant and hurtful. This lack of communication augments accompanying feelings of depression, grief, 
avoidance and denial. For example, people will talk with great ease about appendectomies, knee surgery or even cosmetic surgery; 
no one freely talks about having an abortion. 
     Fifth, the act of abortion impacts negatively upon relationships with others. The woman will reject the man who may have pres-
sured her to have the abortion or consented to it. She will withdraw from others fearing their judgment for such a terrible act. She 
is left in isolation. These last three causes the rationalization and suppression of feelings, lack of communication, and isolation con-
verge to prevent healing.  
     These causes of PAS are clearly interrelated. Some specific symptoms of post-abortion syndrome include "bouts of crying, de-
pression, guilt, inability to forgive oneself, intense grief/sadness, anger/rage, emotional numbness, sexual problems or promiscuity, 
eating disorders, lowered self-esteem, drug and alcohol abuse, nightmares and sleep disturbances, suicidal urges, difficulty with 
relationships, anxiety and panic attacks, and flashbacks." A survey of women who had undergone an abortion procedure found that 
31 percent experienced suicidal feelings; 50 percent experience emotional and psychological disturbances lasting months; 28 per-
cent attempted suicide; 60 percent commented that the decision to have an abortion made their lives worse; and 94 percent re-
gretted the decision to have an abortion. ("Abortion: How Much Do You Know?" and "Abortion: Your Risks," both published by The 
American Life League.) These symptoms may not arise immediately after the abortion, but months or even years afterward. With-
out question, such evidence attests to the devastating impact of abortion upon the mother. 
     PAS manifests itself especially when certain circumstances are present at the time of the abortion, including the following: a 
maternal orientation, prior children, prior abortions, religious affiliation and beliefs, a lack of relationship support, force or coercion, 
second trimester abortion, genetic vs. elective abortion, pro-abortion ambivalence, prior emotional problems, low self-esteem, lack 
of family support, adolescent vs. adult. (Cf. Association for Interdisciplinary Research in Values and Social Change, I, 1). 
     While PAS is treated through psychiatric and psychological counseling, spiritual healing is also needed. Only with Gods grace 
available through prayer, the sacrament of penance and the holy Eucharist will a woman, wounded from the grievous sin of abor-
tion, find forgiveness and peace. Our Holy Father Pope John Paul II in his encyclical "Evangelium Vitae" noted: "The wound in your 
heart may not yet have healed. Certainly what happened was and remains terribly wrong. But do not give in to discouragement and 
do not lose hope. Try rather to understand what happened and face it honestly. If you have not already done so, give yourself over 
with humility and trust to repentance. The Father of mercies is ready to give you His forgiveness in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
You will come to understand that nothing is definitively lost and you will also be able to ask forgiveness from your child, who is now 
living in the Lord. With the friendly and expert help and advice of other people, and as a result of your own painful experience you 
can be among the most eloquent defenders of everyone's right to life" (no. 99).  



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         10/20               Miranda & Becca Siler                                         Betty Jane DiBacco                       Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       10/13 - 10/19:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         10/19              Kathy & Pat Kotten                                             Kathy Supak 
         10/20              Brittany & Summer Snyder                                  Michelle Snyder                           Nathaniel Rader 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m., alternating in the Knights of Columbus room  

Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons. 
OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 

Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   
SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 

Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month   
(except Jan., Feb., March)  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, Solena Massi, Lois Lamont, “Sob” Gennantonio, Mar-
tha Kochenderfer, Eleanor James, Earl & Mary Moore, J. Pat and Martha Nichols, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry 
Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Judy Gutshall, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Yvonne Lothes and 
Mike Michael. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

    MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
   Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time       

    
   Oct.  14  Monday                                              Leonard Teranto                       7:15 AM  Thomas                            
   Oct.  15  Tuesday                    Patrick Flanagan         5:00 PM  Thomas                                                                         
   Oct.  16  Wednesday                                    Rhoda Kotten                  9:00 AM  Parsons   
   Oct.  17  Thursday                                                             Lois Lamont              5:00 PM  Thomas                                                 
   Oct.  18  Friday                                                            Barbara Colabrese                         5:00 PM  Thomas 
   Oct.  19  Saturday                                                         Margaret Cassell                       9:00 AM  Parsons        
   Oct.  19  SATURDAY VIGIL                               Elizabeth Ann Swantek                                             5:00 PM  Thomas                
   Oct.  20  SUNDAY                                                       *Randy Columbo                                     9:00 AM  Thomas 
   Oct.  20  SUNDAY                                                       People of the Parish                                            11:00 AM  Parsons      

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

or Martha Nichols - Davis (259-5370)  Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


