
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER   
Responding to a reader who asked what she should do with 

extra embryos resulting from in vitro fertilization, “Dear Abby” 
provided this straightforward answer:  “The biological fact is that 

human embryos are human beings in the embryonic stage of 
development.  I was once an embryo, and so were you, the 

reader of this post. Destroying embryos, or donating them to be 
killed for scientifically dubious research, are not ethical options.  
Those practices treat intrinsically valuable members of the hu-

man family as mere raw material to discard or dissect in order to 
harvest useful parts.” 

 

Contributions for  October 13, 2013  
 

St. Thomas:  $1,842.25 
 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $754.50 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of October, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 10/20/2013; 
 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 10/13/13. 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
October 20 - Teen night with Fr. Grassi, 5 - 7PM in Parsons. 
October 23 - Cortland Acres birthday party at 2:00 PM. 
November 3 - ASK FATHER CANCELLED for this month. 
November 5 - Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting in the Rectory conference room at 7:00 PM. 
November 10 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following Mass. 
November 13 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting in Thomas at 6:00 PM in the Knights of Columbus room. 

Thomas Food Pantry  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking canned soups. 
In subsequent months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this need for our 

community. 

 

TEEN NIGHT 
All teens who have had Confirmation are asked to join 

Father tonight at 5:00 PM in the Our Lady of Mercy 
Church Social Hall for “Teen Night.”   Come and enjoy 

an evening of fun, games and catholic chat!    

 

"What an irony that a society confronted with 

plastic bags filled with the remains of aborted 
babies should be more concerned about the 

problem of recycling the plastic"...  
~ Winifred Egan; Supporter of Right to Life ~ 

 

CORTLAND ACRES BIRTHDAY  PARTY 
The Cortland Acres “October” birthday party  

sponsored by Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild,  
will be held this Wednesday, October 23rd at 2:00 PM.   

All help is appreciated. 

 

SECOND COLLECTION TODAY 
On World Mission Sunday, we have the opportunity to be 
part of the Church’s missionary work in Asia, Africa, Latin 
America and the Pacific Islands through our prayers and 
generous help offered to the Society for the Propagation 
of the Faith.  A second collection will be taken up at all 
Masses today for the Universal Mission collection. 

 

BIBLE STUDY CLASSES 

We continue our next set of Bible Study classes this week.   (Session 8) will be held at Our Lady of Mercy 
Church this Wednesday, October 23rd at 6:30 PM.  (Session 9) will be held at St. Thomas this Tuesday, 

Oct. 22 at 5:30 PM.  Be sure to cover these lessons before you come to class.  

We invite anyone who may be interested, to come and join us and learn about the story of salvation!  
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of October, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in our  armed  

forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

MAKING THE WISE, RESPONSIBLE, AND LOVING CHOICE 
Feb. 12, 2013 - Adeline Raymond defied the odds. She was given a one-in-ten chance of surviving her birth, not by her doctors, 
but by statistics. If it were up to some of her doctors, Adeline wouldn't have made it. Her parents Andy and Ida said they were 

told by doctors to abort her. 
Adeline's misfortune was being diagnosed in the womb with multiple birth defects. The statistics show a staggeringly high rate 

of abortions performed on children diagnosed with disabilities in the womb. One international study showed 92 percent of chil-
dren diagnosed with Down syndrome and 64 percent diagnosed with spina bifida were aborted. 

The pregnancy started out normally, and just before Christmas in 2010 Ida was scheduled for a routine scan at 10 weeks. Her 
obstetrician saw cause for concern during the scan, however, and she was quickly referred to a doctor in Ann Arbor for detailed 

tests. 
"I went from no problems to being told to get to Ann Arbor now," Ida said. "It was coming at us so fast." 

The couple left from the Lansing area and drove to Ann Arbor on an unplanned trip, having to take their one-year-old son Ben-
jamin along with them. After a flurry of tests, Ida said they were pulled into a room by two doctors to hear some of the worst 

news parents could hear. One of the doctors told them that she was afraid for their baby, and that if the baby lived she would 
be "severely deformed." 

"They told us it looked like her intestines were outside of her body, her spine had a hole in it, there were cysts around her brain 
and her brain was surrounded by fluid," Andy said. "They said her heart would not make it, her legs would never work and she 
might have Down syndrome." 

Andy and Ida said the manner in which the doctors delivered the news left them terrified. Ida said she felt more like a number 
in line than a parent finding out her child might have several serious conditions. 

Even worse than the bedside manner was the advice given to them. Ida said the doctor told them that it would be wise and 
responsible to abort their child now, and that waiting to kill Adeline would only delay the inevitable. They were told they could 

come back for another scan, but nothing was going to change, and the doctor could give them "termination options." Dazed 
from the encounter, they took up the doctor's offer to come back to meet with a genetic counselor. 

"We couldn't believe it," Ida said. "We were bawling our eyes out." 
Andy and Ida said they quickly canceled the appointment, and vowed never to set foot in that hospital again. Despite the ad-

vice, they knew the wise and responsible choice was to love Adeline and give her life, as much of it as they could. 
They said their obstetrician was shocked by the treatment they received. At a later follow-up appointment in a hospital in Lan-

sing, they heard a much different story. The new ultrasound didn't show Adeline's intestines outside her body, cysts around her 
brain or even deformed legs. The new scan showed a possibility that Adeline might have Down syndrome, but that she was an 

otherwise healthy baby. This time the staff was professional and informative. Despite offers for further testing to see if Adeline 
did have Down syndrome, they were told the risk for miscarriage wasn't significantly higher, so they turned them down. 

"We kindly said 'thanks, but no thanks,'" Ida said. 
The only other test they elected to have was an echocardiogram, just in case Adeline did have Down syndrome and any result-

ing heart issues. The test came back normal, and when the big day arrived, they said they weren't even thinking about the origi-
nal diagnosis. Ida described Adeline's birth day simply as happiness. It turned out Adeline didn't have a single problem, scoring 

a 9 and a 10 on her Apgar tests. 
Adeline is 17 months old now and your typical troublesome toddler. Ida said her daughter is obsessed with necklaces, cats and 

cookies. Despite being told Adeline's legs would be deformed, Ida said they are strong as can be, and Adeline even started 
crawling at five months. 
"I just want people to know there is hope," Ida said. "Miracles happen every day." 

The couple said they don't know why all of the horrible things that were predicted never came to pass. Andy guessed that the 
scan was done so early in the pregnancy that it was perhaps too early for the doctors in Ann Arbor to reach a definitive diagno-

sis. Ida wondered if after receiving so much prayer and support from their families and the community that it was divine inter-
vention. 

"Maybe God said 'I'll take care of it,'" Ida said. 
Whatever the reason, Andy said the experience confirmed their prolife beliefs. They wrote a letter to their doctors in Ann Arbor 

with Adeline's story, hoping that the doctors take a life-affirming approach with other couples in the future. They said they hate 
to imagine how people without strong support or prolife convictions react when confronted with a troubling prenatal diagnosis. 

For Andy and Ida, it all came down to the love they had for their daughter. 
"Even if everything wasn't fine, I can't imagine loving her any less," Andy said. 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         10/27               Tom Gutshall & Fred Sikarskie                              Kathy DiBacco                      Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       10/20 - 10/26:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         10/26              Rita Johnson                                                      Beth Spencer 
         10/27              Titi Ferguson & Mary Sagace                               John Ferguson                             Isaac Quattro 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m., alternating in the Knights of Columbus room  

Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons. 
OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 

Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   
SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 

Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month   
(except Jan., Feb., March)  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, Solena Massi, Lois Lamont, “Sob” Gennantonio, Mar-
tha Kochenderfer, Eleanor James, Earl & Mary Moore, J. Pat and Martha Nichols, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry 
Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Judy Gutshall, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Yvonne Lothes and 
Mike Michael. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

    MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
   Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time       

    
   Oct.  21  Monday                                                 Eli Botizan                            7:15 AM  Thomas                            
   Oct.  22  Tuesday                     John Botizan       5:00 PM  Thomas                                                                         
   Oct.  23  Wednesday                                    Dick Sakal                     9:00 AM  Parsons   
   Oct.  24  Thursday                                                          Orlando Massi                5:00 PM  Thomas                                                 
   Oct.  25  Friday                                                                Jim Cassell                            5:00 PM  Thomas 
   Oct.  26  Saturday                                                           Bob Rondeau                          9:00 AM  Parsons        
   Oct.  26  SATURDAY VIGIL                                    John Lawrence                                                   5:00 PM  Thomas                
   Oct.  27  SUNDAY                                                           John Staron                                    9:00 AM  Thomas 
   Oct.  27  SUNDAY                                                      People of the Parish                                             11:00 AM  Parsons      

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

or Martha Nichols - Davis (259-5370)  Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


