
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER   
“I swore never to be silent whenever and wherever hu-
man beings endure suffering and humiliation. We must 

always take sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor, never 
the victim. Silence encourages the tormentor, never the 

tormented.”— Elie Wiesel 

 

Contributions for  November 24, 2013  
 

St. Thomas:  $1,972.82 
Philippines Typhoon Relief:  $472.00 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $550.00 
Philippines Typhoon Relief:  $429.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of December, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 12/15/2013; 
 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 AM, Sunday 12/08/13 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
 

December 01 - First Sunday of Advent 
December 01 - ASK FATHER immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
December 01 - Knights of Columbus Christmas Party at 5:00 PM in the St. Thomas Center. 
December 03 - Society of St. Thomas Women MEETING CANCELLED. 
December 8/9 - National Night of Prayer for Life beginning at 9 PM Sunday to 1:00 AM Monday at St. Thomas. 
December 12 - K of C monthly meeting at 6:00 PM in the Parsons Social Hall. 

December 15 - Covered dish dinner after the 11 AM Mass at Our Lady of Mercy Church. 
December 18 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild Christmas Party at 6:30 PM in the social hall. 
December 24 - St. Thomas Christmas choral program at 11:30 PM followed by Mass at Midnight. 

Thomas Food Pantry  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking dry noodles. In subsequent 
months we will let you know what items are needed and 

ask your assistance in this need for our community. 

                     

BIBLE STUDY CLASSES 
The Bible Study class in Thomas will resume this week 
with (Session 12) on Tuesday, Dec. 3 at 5:30 PM.    
Be sure to cover this lesson before you come to class.  

 

FIRST FRIDAY 
Mass will be held at Cortland Acres at 1:00 PM.   
Adoration will be held at 5:00 PM followed by  
Benediction and Mass at 6:00 PM in Parsons.  

 

NATIONAL NIGHT OF PRAYER FOR LIFE DECEMBER 8/9, 2013 
     It was on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception that Our Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of the 
Americas and the Unborn, first appeared to St. Juan Diego.  The National Night of Prayer for Life 
bridges these two feasts.  It honors Our Blessed Mother and prays for Her to establish a Culture of 
Life, to preserve Liberty, to protect the Faith and to beg Her Son to REVIVE OUR LAND.  Tragically, 
Life, Liberty and Faith are seriously threatened in the United States.  Disregard for Life and hostility 
toward religion have caused terrible harm.  Our Lord promises in Holy Scripture:  “If my people, 

upon whom my name has been pronounced, humble themselves and pray, and seek my presence 
and turn from their evil ways, I will hear them from heaven and pardon their sins and revive their 
land” (2 Chronicles 7: 12-22).  We must again unite in prayer to re-establish a Culture of Life and 
true Freedom in America!  All are invited to participate! 
     Join us in UNITY OF PRAYER across the country in our cathedrals, churches, and chapels, high-
lighting Eucharistic Adoration and the Rosary.  Now more than ever, America needs to invoke the 

intercession of our Blessed Mother!! 
St. Thomas Aquinas Church — December 8/9, 2013 — 9:00 PM Sunday to 1:00 AM Monday. 

National Hour of Unity is 12:00 AM to 1:00 AM. 
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of December, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia   

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

                                                    WITH SYMPATHY 
Please pray for the soul of Mike Michael who died 
this past week.  He was buried from Holy Rosary 

Church in Buckhannon on Wednesday, November 
27th.  Please pray for the consolation of his family 

as well. 

 

2014 ENVELOPE PACKETS 
The 2014 Parishioner contribution envelopes are availa-
ble for pick up in the back of the St. Thomas and Our 
Lady of Mercy Churches.  Please take your box home 

with you.  If you cannot find a box with your name on it 
or if you do not have envelopes and would like to receive 

them, please call the Parish Office and let us know.                     

 

BLEEPITY BLEEP 
By William F.E. Mahoney 

 

     If one were to ask somebody from Ohio to list his or her three top favorite cars, an unsurprising answer might be 
“Toyotas, Nissans, and Fords.”  If one were to ask someone from New Jersey the same question, an equally unsur-
prising answer might be “bleeping Toyotas, bleeping Nissans, and bleeping Fords.” Since my earliest days of compre-
hension as a New Jersey native, I have long been aware of the piquancy with which many individuals season their 
speech in this area of the world.  However, from my travels and interaction with others, I have realized that this type 
of speaking has become more and more widespread and common among both men and women. 
     When I taught high school in Newark, New Jersey, I used to deduct one point from a student’s final grade for 
interrupting class and/or using foul language.  One time, a student interrupted class and so I deducted one point 
from his final grade.  This understandably bothered him and so he uttered a choice expletive.  I asked him, “What 
would your mother think of your mouth right now?”  Not missing a beat, he quickly responded, “Man, my mother 
speaks way worse!”  Unfortunately, I was not surprised by his response and assumed that it was in fact true.  In my 
opinion, it is particularly sad that women use bad language just as much as men these days and sometimes even 
more.  I recall eating in a restaurant one time and hearing a group of teenage girls incessantly flavoring their speech 
in such a way that a group of drunken sailors would have been ashamed.   
   Once upon a time, bad language was limited to R or PG-13 rated movies.  Now, one can easily hear such talk on 
public television.  The most severe language is ostensibly limited to R in PG-13 rated movies, but it seems that the 
list of more severe words and phrases daily continue to creep into all venues of the entertainment industry which is 
readily accessible to everybody.  Undoubtedly, this both influences and reflects contemporary society. 
 

Profanity:  Blasphemy, Cursing and Filthy Language  The more precise designation for bad language, namely 

“profanity,” comes from the Latin word profanus which is comprised of the preposition pro, which means “before,” 
and fanum, the ablative form of fanus which means “temple.”  Thus, the word refers to that which is “before the 
temple” or “outside the temple.”  That which is sacred is distinguished from that which is profane and so “profanity” 
refers to something “unholy, not consecrated, polluted.”  Profanity is the general word for various abuses of speech 
such as blasphemy, cursing, swearing, foul language, obscenities.  (Continued next week.) 

 

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS   
 

The second collection next weekend, December 7th  
& 8th, will be for the retirement fund for Religious.  
Your contributions will benefit the frail and elderly  

religious.  “Share in the care,” please give to  
those who have given a lifetime.  

 
 

WITH SYMPATHY 
Please pray for the soul of Martha Nichols who  

died this past week.  She was buried from St.  
Thomas Aquinas Church on Saturday,  

November 30th.  Please pray for the consolation 
 of her family as well. 
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           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         12/08               Cindy Long & Fred Sikarskie                                 Betty Jane DiBacco                      Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       12/01 - 12/07:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         12/07              Kathy Supak                                                       Kathy & Pat Kotten 
         12/08              Betty Woods & Summer Snyder                            Don Woods                                Issac Quattro            

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m., alternating in the Knights of Columbus room  

Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons. 
OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 

Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   
SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 

Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month   
(except Jan., Feb., March)  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, Solena Massi, “Sob” Gennantonio, Martha Kochender-
fer, Eleanor James, Earl & Mary Moore, J. Pat Nichols, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, 
Vincent DiBacco, Judy Gutshall, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando and Jo 
Ann Michael. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

    MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
   FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT       

   Dec.  02  Monday                   Angelo Grassi    7:15 AM  Thomas                                                      
   Dec.  03  Tuesday                                           Helen Botizan                            5:00 PM  Thomas                                                                               
   Dec.  04  Wednesday                           Poor Souls in Purgatory                    9:00 AM  Parsons                                                           
   Dec.  05  Thursday                    Caroline Staron           5:00 PM  Thomas   
   Dec.  06  FIRST FRIDAY                               Bob Sheeler, Jr.                     1:00 PM Cort. Ac.      
   Dec.  06  FIRST FRIDAY                                 ADORATION & BENEDICTION        5:00 PM Parsons 
   Dec.  06  FIRST FRIDAY                                                Joseph Ditota    6:00 PM Parsons 
   Dec.  07  FIRST SATURDAY      Charlie Glowacki                      9:00 AM  Parsons                                                                      
   Dec.  07  SATURDAY VIGIL                                            Lucy Quattro                               5:00 PM  Thomas                
   Dec.  08  SUNDAY                                                      People of the Parish                                9:00 AM  Thomas 
   Dec.  08  SUNDAY                                                         Ben & Lela Long                                               11:00 AM  Parsons      

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

or Martha Nichols - Davis (259-5370)  Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


