
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER  
 “Guilty? Yes. No matter what the motive, love of ease, or a 

desire to save from suffering the unborn innocent, the 
woman is awfully guilty who commits the deed. It will bur-
den her conscience in life, it will burden her soul in death; 
But oh, thrice guilty is he who drove her to the desperation 

which impelled her to the crime!”— Susan B. Anthony 

 

Contributions for  December 1, 2013  
 

St. Thomas:  $1,829.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $770.00 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of December, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 12/15/2013; 
 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 AM, Sunday 12/08/13 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
December 8/9 - National Night of Prayer for Life beginning at 9 PM Sunday to 1:00 AM Monday at St. Thomas. 
December 10 - Bible Study Class will meet at 5:30 PM in the Rectory Conference room for (Session 13). 

December 11 - K of C monthly meeting at 6:00 PM in the Parsons Social Hall. 
December 15 - Covered dish dinner after the 11 AM Mass at Our Lady of Mercy Church. 
December 18 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild Christmas Party at 6:30 PM in the social hall. 
December 24 - St. Thomas Christmas choral program at 11:30 PM followed by Mass at Midnight. 

 

Thomas Food Pantry  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking dry noodles. In subsequent 
months we will let you know what items are needed and 

ask your assistance in this need for our community. 

            CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
If you would like to make a donation  
towards Christmas flowers in memory of 
loved ones, envelopes are available at the 
back of the church. 

ATTENTION THOMAS LADIES! 
Just a reminder to all of the ladies who signed-up to bake 
cookies for our fund-raiser, you may drop them off at the 

center on Friday afternoon/evening, Dec. 20th and no later 
than Sat. morning, Dec. 21st by 10 AM. 

 

COVERED DISH DINNER 
We will have a covered dish dinner next Sunday, Decem-
ber 15th immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Par-

sons.  All are invited to attend! 

 

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
Please note Mass schedule on the back of the bulletin.   

This is a great feast in the Church and we are encouraged 
to attend Mass, however, because the feast is transferred 
from Sunday Dec. 8th to Mon. Dec. 9th, the obligation to 

attend mass has been lifted. 

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS   
The second collection this weekend, is for the retirement 
fund for Religious.  Your contributions will benefit the frail 
and elderly religious.  “Share in the care,” please give to 

those who have given a lifetime.  

CHRISTMAS FOOD BOXES 
Once again, the Blackwater Ministerial Association and Lions Club are planning to distribute Christmas food boxes.  Last 
year was a very dismal response in volunteers.  Anyone willing to devote about 2 hours to packing and delivering food 

boxes please call Donna Britton, planner and organizer, at 259-5597 or 866-4766.  Deadline for volunteer response must 
be December 11, so that she knows whether or not there are enough workers to make this happen this year.  Delivery 

date is morning of December 18—one week before Christmas. 

WOMEN’S GUILD CHRISTMAS PARTY! 
The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild Christmas Party will 
be held next Wednesday, December 18th at 6:30 PM in the 

Social hall.  All women are asked to bring a general ex-
change gift ($5 - $10) and finger foods.  Please join us for 

an up-lifting evening of fun, games, chat and delicious 
foods.  All women of the parish are invited to attend. 
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of December, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in our  
armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

            NATIONAL NIGHT OF PRAYER FOR LIFE DECEMBER 8/9, 2013 
     Join us in UNITY OF PRAYER across the country in our cathedrals, churches, and chapels, highlighting Eu-
charistic Adoration and the Rosary.  Now more than ever, America needs to invoke the intercession of our 
Blessed Mother!! 
                              St. Thomas Aquinas Church — December 8/9, 2013  
 9:00 PM Sunday to 1:00 AM Monday.   National Hour of Unity is 12:00 AM to 1:00 AM. 

                                              BLEEPITY BLEEP  By William F.E. Mahoney (continued)... 

     Blasphemy is profanity par excellence since it involves speaking sacrilegiously about God or holy things.  It is a direct viola-
tion of the second commandment, “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.”  The Catechism of the Catholic 

Church notes that the second commandment involves respecting the Lord’s name.  It “belongs to the virtue of religion and 
more particularly it governs our use of speech in sacred matters.”  Cursing is an utterance or invocation intended to bring inju-

ry or harm to another.  Examples of this type of offensive speech are phrases like “drop dead” and “go to Hell.”  Though most 
of us are probably used to such expressions and give little thought to the true sentiments behind them,  they are authentic 

curses in which injury, harm, and even utter destruction are wished on others.  Foul language, dirty words, and bad words are 
exactly that, namely foul, dirty, and bad.  These are obscenities and expletives proper. 
     Blasphemy is strictly forbidden by the second commandment and is the worst of offenses in speech.  Ultimately, it is an 

unspeakable violation against the all-encompassing love owed to God.  Recall the words of Jesus, “The first commandment of 
all is, Hear, O Israel: the Lord thy God is one God.  And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy whole soul, and with thy 

whole mind, and with thy whole strength.  This is the first commandment” (Mk. 21:29-30).  Cursing is closely connected to 
blasphemy inasmuch as it is almost always a violation of love against one’s neighbor (N.B.: one can curse animals and objects 

as well).  Recall the following words of Jesus, “and the second is like to it [the first commandment]: thou shalt love thy neigh-
bor as thyself. There is no other commandment greater than these” (Mk. 21:31).  It is in light of this that Saint James teaches 

in his letter, “But the tongue no man can tame, an unquiet evil, full of deadly poison.  By it we bless God...and by it we curse 
men, who are made after the likeness of God.  Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing.  My brethren, these 

things ought not to be so” (Jas. 3:8-10). 
     Blasphemy and cursing are rather obvious offenses against God and neighbor.  However, some wonder how foul, dirty, and 

bad language is bad.  Often, the question is asked whether such language is sinful and, if so, what is the scriptural basis for 
such a conclusion.  The answer is that such language can be sinful and, at the very least, always entails imperfection.  There 

are various passages in Sacred Scripture which provide the basis for this conclusion.  The most prominent are probably Ephe-
sians 4:29 and Colossians 3:8.  In the first passage, Saint Paul unequivocally states, “Let no evil speech proceed from your 

mouth; but that which is good, to the edification of faith, that it may minister grace to the hearers” (Eph. 4:29).  In the sec-
ond, he states, “But now put you also all away: anger, indignation, malice, blasphemy, filthy speech out of your mouth” (Col. 

3:8). 
     The Douay Rheims renders Ephesians 4:29 as “Let no evil speech proceed from your mouth”; but the Greek, which here 

reads logos sapros, might be rendered more precisely as “a rotten word.”  The Greek adjective sapros refers to something 
“rotten,” “putrid,” “useless,” “corrupt,” and “depraved.”  Saint Paul instructs his disciples not to permit a rotten word to cross 

their lips.  The Douay Rheims renders Colossians 3:8 as “put you also all away...filthy speech out of your mouth.”  This is a 
good translation of the Greek aischrologian, which occurs only here in the entire New Testament.  It refers to obscenities, vile 

sayings, and “denotes generally foul or abusive language.”  These rotten words and obscene speech include the unfortunate 
plethora of bad words and expressions which vulgarly refer to biological functions, physical intimacy, and so forth.  Like blas-

phemy and cursing, this type of language is also forbidden and considered inappropriate for true believers. (continued)... 

DIAPER DRIVE 
The Pregnancy Care Center is in need of diapers sizes  
1, 2 and 3 and also wipes.  There will be a box in the  
back of the church for collection of these items on all  

Sundays during Advent.  Thank you for your generosity! 

WEEKEND AT TIMBERLINE - RAFFLE 
The Food Pantry in Davis is raffling off a weekend for two 
adults at Timberline Ski Resort!  All passes including ski-lift 
tickets and 1 lesson will be raffled on Sunday, Dec. 22nd.   

Tickets will be sold in the back of the Church for $1 or 6 for 
$5 or you may purchase a ticket from Veronica Staron. 
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           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         12/15               Tom Gutshall & Dee Oldaker                                Kathy DiBacco                             Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       12/08 - 12/14:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         12/14              Rita Johnson                                                      Nancy Zizunas 
         12/15              Brittany Snyder & Titi Ferguson                            Summer Snyder                           Wesley Snyder           

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m., alternating in the Knights of Columbus room  

Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons. 
OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 

Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   
SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 

Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month   
(except Jan., Feb., March)  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, Solena Massi, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James 
Martha Kochenderfer, , Earl & Mary Moore, J. Pat Nichols, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, 
Vincent DiBacco, Judy Gutshall, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jack 
Lambruno and Jo Ann Michael. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

    MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
   SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT       

    
   Dec.  09  Monday (The Immaculate Conception)            Mike Michael                     12:00 Noon Parsons 
   Dec.  09  Monday (The Immaculate Conception)             Mary Botizan                   6:00 PM  Thomas                                            
   Dec.  10  Tuesday                                            Eva Obyc                                    5:00 PM  Thomas                                                                               
   Dec.  11  Wednesday                                   Ulli Vachon                                        9:00 AM  Parsons                                                           
   Dec.  12  Thursday                  Mary Cassell                                                     5:00 PM  Thomas   
   Dec.  13  Friday                                                         Barbara Colabrese                5:00 PM  Thomas 
   Dec.  14  Saturday                  Margaret Cassell                                                  9:00 AM  Parsons                                                                      
   Dec.  14  SATURDAY VIGIL                                         Martha Nichols                              5:00 PM  Thomas                
   Dec.  15  SUNDAY                                                   People of the Parish                              9:00 AM  Thomas 
   Dec.  15  SUNDAY                                                        Yvonne Lothes                                                 11:00 AM  Parsons      

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

or Martha Nichols - Davis (259-5370)  Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


