
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER  
America you are beautiful...and blessed.... The ultimate 
test of your greatness is the way you treat every human 

being, but especially the weakest and most defenseless. 
If you want equal justice for all and true freedom and 

lasting peace, then America, defend life." 
-Pope John Paul II  

 

Contributions for  December 8, 2013  
 

St. Thomas:  $1,859.02 
Retirement Fund for Religious:  $916.75 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $517.00 
Retirement Fund for Religious:  $230.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of December, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 12/15/2013; 
 
 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 AM, Sunday 12/08/13 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
December 15 - Covered dish dinner after the 11 AM Mass at Our Lady of Mercy Church. 
December 17 - Thomas Bible Study Class will meet at 5:30 PM in the Rectory Conference room for (Session 14). 
December 18 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild Christmas Party at 6:30 PM in the social hall. 
December 24 - St. Thomas Christmas choral program at 11:30 PM followed by Mass at Midnight. 

 

Thomas Food Pantry  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking dry noodles. In subsequent 
months we will let you know what items are needed and 

ask your assistance in this need for our community. 

            CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
If you would like to make a donation  
towards Christmas flowers in memory of 
loved ones, envelopes are available at the 
back of the church. 

ATTENTION THOMAS LADIES! 
Just a reminder to all of the ladies who signed-up to bake 
cookies for our fund-raiser, you may drop them off at the 

center on Friday afternoon/evening, Dec. 20th and no later 
than Sat. morning, Dec. 21st by 10 AM. 

 

COVERED DISH DINNER 
We will have a covered dish dinner today, Sunday, Decem-

ber 15th immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Par-
sons.  All are invited to attend! 

CAR MAGNETS FOR SALE 
The Knights of Columbus are selling: “Keep Christ in Christ-

mas” car magnets and decals.  This is a great way to re-
mind others of what Christmas is all about.  Please see one 

of the Knights after Mass to purchase one. 

DIAPER DRIVE 
The Pregnancy Care Center is in need of diapers sizes  
1, 2 and 3 and also wipes.  There will be a box in the  
back of the church for collection of these items on all  

Sundays during Advent.  Thank you for your generosity! 

WEEKEND AT TIMBERLINE - RAFFLE 
The Food Pantry in Davis is raffling off a weekend for two 
adults at Timberline Ski Resort!  All passes including ski-lift 
tickets and 1 lesson will be raffled on Sunday, Dec. 22nd.   
Tickets will be sold in the back of the Church for $1 or 6 

for $5 or you may purchase a ticket from Veronica Staron. 

 

WOMEN’S GUILD CHRISTMAS PARTY! 
The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild Christmas Party will be held this Wednesday, December 12th at 6:30 

PM in the Social hall.  All women are asked to bring a general exchange gift ($5 - $10) and finger foods.  
Please join us for an up-lifting evening of fun, games, chat and delicious foods.  All women of the parish are 

invited to attend. 
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of December, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia   

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

     

BLEEPITY BLEEP   
By William F.E. Mahoney (continued)... 

 
THE LANGUAGE OF LOVE 
Regarding Saint Paul’s solicitous prohibition of filthy speech in Colossians 3:8, Rudolph Yeager states, “The Colos-
sians have a new, holy, supernatural, eternal life in Christ and God in the realms of glory, albeit their bodies are still 
on earth and in the same depraved condition as before.  But the Holy Spirit dwells within.”  Thus, Yeager continues, 

the Holy Spirit “must never be grieved by the presence of these psychological and verbal indications of depravity.”  
Profanity in all its forms is a manifestation of depravity. 
     The prophet Isaiah had a profound encounter with the living God when he received his prophetic call in the tem-
ple.  Isaiah had a great realization of God’s holiness and his own unholiness upon hearing the angelic choir’s worship 
of the thrice holy God.  This caused him to cry, “Woe is me, because I have held my peace; because I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips, and I have seen with my eyes the King the Lord of 
hosts” (Is. 6:5).  Isaiah realized that he and his people were imperfect in the presence of infinite perfection.  There 
are many nuances in Isaiah’s choice of words, but expressing his and his peoples’ imperfection by referencing their 
unclean lips demonstrates that truth professed by Christ that “out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speak-
eth” (Lk. 6:45) and “the things which proceed out of the mouth, come forth from the heart, and those things defile a 
man” (Mt. 15:18).  Blasphemous words manifest a blasphemous heart, curses manifest a hating heart, and filthy 
words manifest an unclean heart. 
     It is important to realize that profanity is not wrong because God is unnecessarily strict, but rather because “God 
is love” (1 Jn. 4:8).Speech is a gift intended to express love in various ways.  Saint Paul’s admonition in Ephesians 
4:29—”let no evil speech proceed from your mouth; but that which is good, to the edification of faith, that it may 
minister grace to the hearers”—-begins with a gentle prohibition and ends with an instruction on the proper use of 
speech.  Speech should be about that which is good, edifying to faith, and a vehicle of grace.  Naturally, disciples are 
not asked to do anything which their Master has not already done.  When Jesus began preaching publicly in the syn-
agogue “all gave testimony to him: and they wondered at the words of grace that proceeded from his mouth” (Lk. 
4:21) 
     Profanity as blaspheming, cursing, or using dirty words is incompatible with the love of God and neighbor re-
quired of Christ’s followers.  While it is true that blasphemy is objectively worse than cursing and cursing is objective-
ly worse than the use of dirty words—-dirty words themselves admitting of greater and lesser severity__ profanity in 
its multifarious forms involves unclean lips and thus an unclean heart.  Profanity, no matter how seemingly slight or 

insignificant, is not the language of love; it is not the language of Heaven.  The language of Heaven is the language 
of perfect charity, and members of the militant church should unceasingly reflect this, omitting all bleepity bleep 
from their speech and following Saint Paul’s words, “All whatsoever you do in word or in work, do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God the Father by him” (Col. 3:17). 

     

THANK YOU! 
     We would like to thank all who so generously gave in any way to the Thanksgiving Dinner this year.  Everyone 
came together to get lists for deliveries, prepared turkey, dressing, rolls, pies, donations of potatoes, gravy, milk, 

butter, green beans, cool whip, cranberries, paper goods, time in serving, and cleaning up the Hall. 
     We were blessed by the generosity of you, our friends, sharing time and talents to help with the Blackwater Min-
isterial Thanksgiving Dinner.  THANK YOU! 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         12/22               Miranda & Becca Siler                                         Fred Sikarskie                              Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       12/15 - 12/21:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         12/21              Kathy & Pat Kotten                                             Beth Spencer 
         12/22              Betty Woods & Mary Sagace                                Diane Rader                                Nathaniel Rader           

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m., alternating in the Knights of Columbus room  

Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons. 
OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 

Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   
SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 

Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month   
(except Jan., Feb., March)  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, Solena Massi, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James 
Martha Kochenderfer, , Earl & Mary Moore, J. Pat Nichols, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, 
Vincent DiBacco, Judy Gutshall, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jack 
Lambruno and Jo Ann Michael. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

    MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
   THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT       

    
   Dec.  16  Monday                                                          Veronica Mosco                    7:15 AM  Thomas                                            
   Dec.  17  Tuesday                                          Orlando Massi                           5:00 PM  Thomas                                                                               
   Dec.  18  Wednesday                                   Bob Rondeau                        9:00 AM  Parsons                                                           
   Dec.  19  Thursday                 Patrick Flanagan                     5:00 PM  Thomas   
   Dec.  20  Friday                                                            Leonard Teranto                5:00 PM  Thomas 
   Dec.  21  Saturday                    Michelle Fratino                                                 9:00 AM  Parsons                                                                      
   Dec.  21  SATURDAY VIGIL                                    Avona & Pratt Families                               5:00 PM  Thomas                
   Dec.  22  SUNDAY                                                              Ada Zur                            9:00 AM  Thomas 
   Dec.  22  SUNDAY                                                     People of the Parish                                            11:00 AM  Parsons      

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

or Martha Nichols - Davis (259-5370)  Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


