
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER  

"No matter how it is worded or performed, abor-

tion hurts women.  This won’t stop until women 
stand up in unison and say, ‘This is unaccepta-

ble.  We deserve better.’ Lack of emotional and 
financial resources are the real undue burden--
and abortion will never lift that."  --Serrin Foster, 

President, Feminists for Life of America 

 

Contributions for  December 29, 2013  
 

St. Thomas:  $2532.48 
Catholic Charities WV:  490.00 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $346.00 
Catholic Charities WV:  252.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of January, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 01/19/14; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 AM, Sunday 01/12/14 

 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
 

January 5 - Epiphany pot luck dinner at Our Lady of Mercy church immediately following Mass. 
January 8 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 6:00 PM in the St. Thomas Center. 
January 12 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting after the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
January 12 - Christmas Decorations come down after 11 AM Mass in Parsons and at 3 PM in Thomas; Teens help! 
January 22 - 41st Annual March for Life in Washington, D.C. 

 

Thomas Food Pantry  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking tomato soup . In subsequent 

months we will let you know what items are needed and 
ask your assistance in this need for our community. 

 

EPIPHANY POT LUCK DINNER IN PARSONS! 
All are welcome to join us today for a pot 
luck dinner immediately following the 
11:00 AM Mass.  We hope to see you 
there. 

 

THE CHRISTMAS SEASON 
The Christmas season extends from the vigil of Christmas through the Baptism of the Lord, Sunday January 12th, 
2014.  The Church holds most sacred the memorial of Christ’s birth and early manifestations.  Christmas is the feast 
that sings of the gift of life.  The birth of a child moves us and causes tenderness.  Contemplating the baby Jesus in 
the manger, how can we not think of the newborns who are not welcomed and are rejected?  This Christmas Sea-
son, let us open our minds and hearts to welcome the Messiah, who comes at this sacred moment to save us from 
sin and deliver us from the darkness of evil. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
We would like to congratulate Mr. Tom Kucer,  

winner of the Timberline ski ticket raffle held by the 
Food Pantry in Davis. 

 

THE 41ST ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE 
 

The March for Life is an annual pilgrimage of prayer and public witness to protest the 1973 decision of the U.S. 
Supreme Court to legalize abortion.  As Catholics, we believe that all life is sacred.  Participating in the March for 
life is an opportunity to be advocates for those who cannot speak for themselves and to help our government un-
derstand why we believe life is so sacred.  Please come join us and take a stand for LIFE!  We will be taking a car 
(or cars) to the metro stop in Vienna, VA., and then we will take the train into D.C.  Please call the Parish Office if 

you would like to join this life saving event, Friday, January 22nd, 2014. 
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of January, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia   

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

HOLINESS IS MORE THAN BEING “NICE”  By : Monsignor Charles Pope 
 We live in a time that has tended to reduce holiness to merely being nice and agreeable.  In this manner of 
thinking, holiness tends to be variously thought of as the following:  getting along well with everyone, having a middle

-of-the-road outlook, acting agreeable, making oneself likable, showing generosity, appearing to be mild-mannered, 
and being amiable, kind, good-humored, even-tempered, placid, benevolent, forbearing, tolerant, thoughtful, and the 

like.  It can all be summed up by saying that “so-and-so” is basically a nice person.”  And thus the goal seems more to 
be nice than holy. 

 If you think this is not so, then listen to how people talk at funerals:  “Wow, Joe was a great guy!... We’re all 
going to miss his jokes… Joe liked everybody!  Joe would do anything for you!”  Now, all of this is fine.  But did Joe 

pray?  Did Joe raise his kids in the fear of the Lord?  Did Joe set a moral example that summoned others to holiness?  
Maybe he did, but people do not usually talk about that at the service.  All that seems to matter is that Joe was a 

“great guy.”  Then again, the goal in life is not just to be a great guy—it is to be holy. 
 Now none of the qualities listed above in the previous paragraphs are wrong or bad.  However, the problem 

is that we have largely reduced holiness to these sorts of qualities, to being “basically a nice person.”  Oh sure, holy 
people  will be known to pray and to do that sort of stuff, but God forbid that someone might exhibit righteous anger 

or rebuke sin.  No, that would not be nice at all!  It is wrong to upset people, right?  Thus, we tend to limit what holi-
ness should be like.  But true holiness, while it does not seek a fight, does not easily fit into this world’s schemes and 

categories.  True holiness tends to run against the grain and upset the status quo.  Jesus could surely be kind, merci-
ful, and forgiving, but He was also holy.  Ideally, true holiness does not compromise the truth, and it does not “go 

along” to get along.  It does not remain silent just so everyone can be happy and unoffended.  Jesus did not end up 
on the Cross because He was “basically a nice person.”  He spoke the truth in love.  He prophetically denounced hy-

pocrisy, duplicity, sin and injustice.  Surely He also blessed children, repentant sinners found refuge in Him, and He 

was viewed as a strong advocate.  Nevertheless, Jesus was no fool, and He did not just go around slapping everyone’s 
back and being nice.  Jesus was holy.  And holiness is hot to the touch.  It is not easily endured by the tepid and 

worldly minded.  The Roman and Jewish authorities killed Him for His holiness.  Too many Christians have substituted 
niceness for holiness and hence endure almost no hostility from the world.  Too may Christians think that getting 

along and being popular are their main tasks.  Having enemies somehow seems “unchristian.”  Never mind that Jesus 
told us to love our enemies (which presupposes we have some).  No, having enemies is surely a sign that we are not 

getting along with people and that is not very nice (err… “holy”).   
 Now, this attitude is deadly to living a prophetic Christian witness.  Of course the word “witness” is Biblically 

tied to the word “martyr.”  Martyrs do not end up dead by being nice.  They usually end up dead or at least persecut-
ed by running afoul of the world’s norms and priorities.  Moreover, when told to be nice and go along to get along, 

they declined and continued as an irritant to a world that demands compromise with evil, approval of sin, and silence 
about faith.  Our call is just this:  not to be nice but to be holy.  Holy means “Set apart,” “Distinct from what is around 

you.”  Niceness and ordinary human kindness has their place, but the point is that holiness cannot be reduced to this.  
There are times where holiness cannot be reduced to this.  There are times where holiness demands that we speak 

out strongly and unambiguously.  True holiness will lead us increasingly to live in a way that others will often find irri-
tating.  Perhaps our radical simplicity and generosity will prick those people’s consciences.  Perhaps our deep devotion 

to God will cause them to feel uneasy.  Perhaps our moral positions will offend their politics or worldly ethics, our 
mentioning of a day of judgment that looms may incite anger, and so forth.  We do not seek conflict, but conflict finds 

us.  To the contrary, the world demands that we back down and be nice, that we get along better.   
 Holiness is not of this world.  True holiness brings an increasingly radical transformation that makes the re-

cipient seem to be foreigner in this world who speaks with a strange accent and has foreign ways.  He does not fit 
into simple political  distinctions, does not conform to worldly categories.  True holiness ignites a fire in the recipient 

and fire changes everything it touches.  In the end, no one remains neutral to a truly holy person.  They will either 
complain of the heat or draw warmth from it, but no one is neutral.  Holiness is a lot more than being nice. 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         01/12              Emily & Becca Siler                                              Joanne Sikarskie                          Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       01/05 - 01/11:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         01/11             Rita Johnson                                                       Nancy Zizunas  
         01/12             Betty Woods & Summer Snyder                             Don Woods                                 Nathaniel Rader  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, Solena Massi, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James 
Martha Kochenderfer, , Earl & Mary Moore, J. Pat Nichols, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, 
Vincent DiBacco, Judy Gutshall, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jack 
Lambruno and Jo Ann Michael. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
The Epiphany of the Lord       

    
   Jan.  05  Monday                                                         Genny Yeager                     7:15 AM  Thomas                                            
   Jan.  06  Tuesday                                        Margaret Cassell                    5:00 PM  Thomas  
   Jan.  07  Wednesday                                                   Leecy Flanagan                 9:00 AM  Parsons                                                           
   Jan.  08  Thursday             Barbara Colabrese                                    5:00 PM  Thomas   
   Jan.  09  Friday                               Frank Loscar                     5:00 PM  Thomas 
   Jan.  10  Saturday                                Martha Nichols                  9:00 AM  Parsons                                                                      
   Jan.  10  SATURDAY VIGIL                                          Lucy Quattro                              5:00 PM  Thomas                
   Jan.  11  SUNDAY                                              Joseph & Virginia Stankus               9:00 AM  Thomas 
   Jan.  11  SUNDAY                                                    People of the Parish                               11:00 AM  Parsons      

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


