
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER  

To sin by silence when they should protest, 
makes cowards of men." 
                --Pres. Abraham Lincoln 
 

"No law can give me the right to do what is 
wrong."   --Pres. Abraham Lincoln 

 

Contributions for  January 12, 2013  
 

St. Thomas:  $1757.47 
 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $646.00 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of January, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 01/19/14; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 AM, Sunday 01/12/14 

 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
January 22 - 41st Annual March for Life in Washington, D.C. 
February 02 - “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
February 09 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting after the 11 AM Mass in Parsons 
February 12 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 6:00 PM in the Parsons Social Hall. 
February 15 - Valentine’s Day dance at the St. Thomas Center sponsored by the Knights of Columbus. 

 

Thomas Food Pantry  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking tomato soup . In subsequent 

months we will let you know what items are needed and 
ask your assistance in this need for our community. 

 

ALTER FLOWER DONATIONS 
 

The flowers at the altar and under 
the Blessed Mother in St. Thomas, 
were donated in loving memory of 

Martha Nichols by her family. 

                  

                  VALENTINE DINNER/DANCE SPONSORED BY KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  
Everyone is invited to come to our Valentine Dinner/Dance on Saturday, February 

15th in the St. Thomas Center, immediately following the 5:00 PM Mass in Thomas.  
The cost is $20 per person.  Please see one of the Knights for a ticket if you are 

interested in coming.  You won’t want to miss this event, it is sure to be a night of 
great food and plenty of fun for all!   

 

BIBLE STUDY CLASSES  

RESUME NEXT WEEK 
 

Bible Study Classes will resume in 
Parsons with (session 13) on Tues-

day, Jan. 28th at 9 AM.   

 

THE 41ST ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE 
 

The March for Life is an annual pilgrimage of prayer and public witness to protest the 1973 decision of the U.S. 
Supreme Court to legalize abortion.  As Catholics, we believe that all life is sacred from the very first moment of 
conception.  Participating in the March for life is an opportunity to be advocates for those who cannot speak for 
themselves and to help our government understand why we believe life is so sacred.  Please join us and take a 

stand for LIFE!  We will be taking a car (or cars) to the metro stop in Vienna, VA., where we will take the train into 
D.C.  Please call the Parish Office if you would like to join this life saving event, Wednesday, January 22nd, 2014. 

 

SECOND COLLECTION  

NEXT SUNDAY 
 

Their will be a 2nd collection next 
weekend, January 25th    and 26th, 

for the Latin American/Home Mis-
sions.   
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of January, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia   

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

SAVING THE WORLD ONE BABY AT A TIME 
By Patti Maguire Armstrong 

     

    “I’d like another baby, but it worries me to bring a child into a world like this,” I once heard a woman say.  
That was twenty years ago.  I wonder if she ever had that baby. 

     The world has not gotten any better since then.  But when was it ever a perfect time to bring a child into 

the world?  I am personally glad I missed the entire pre-disposable diaper and pre-automatic washing machine 
era.  Oh and antibiotics; those make parenting easier.  And sunscreen.  Air-conditioning too.  Come to think 

about it, we live in a world where it has never been easier to have a baby.  Still, whatever time we live in, it is 
never easier to have a baby than not to have one-just better. 

     It is not about whether the world is good for babies but the fact is that babies are good for the world.  
Love has the power to change the world and babies bring love.  We cannot change the whole world, but we 

can begin with our own world.   
     Could it be that much of the world’s problem stems from the loss of love that is resulting in the loss of ba-

bies?  Abortion comes from a lack of love for babies In place of selfishness. Thus, on the macro scale, abortion 

leaches love from our world. On the micro level, it wounds a heart.  When women confront the damage of 
their abortions and heal, they learn to love anew. 

     Between abortion and contraception, people are closing themselves off to babies and becoming more self-
ish leading to declining populations in much of the developed world.   

     In the most recent United Nations count, twenty-four nations registered a decline in population.  Govern-
ments around the world have started to pay for babies.  In Australia, a baby bonus nets about $6,000 during 

the baby’s first year.  In Germany , a mother can earn up to $35,000 during the first year of maternity leave.  
Japan, Spain, and much of Southern Europe are also offering financial incentives to have babies.  But money 

cannot buy love and thus, no baby boom is in the offing. 

     Love is the only reason to have a child, and love begets love and expands hearts.  A child forces us to die 
to self and live in a bigger world of giving and caring.  There are other ways but not an easier one because 

through a child, giving becomes less of a task and more of a desire.  Children stretch our limits and often are a 
factor in leading a person closer to religion.  With such a love as this, God and eternity grow closer because 

through a child, both begin to matter more.  Not all people respond to that nudge, but enough do that the 
connection is clear. 

     Through the love of a child, we become better.  We do not simply wake up better one day just because we 
are a parent.  But we always want to be better for the sake of our child.  Assessing the condition of the world 

is not how to determine whether to have a child or not.  The world is still here and that is enough, because 

babies are always a miracle.  More miracles and more love will make the world a better place but never a per-
fect place. 

     It is not up to us to determine the viability of the planet but rather to 
be open to what God is asking of us.  Is God calling you to open your life 

up to a child or another child?  Having one more child is scary in many 
ways.  But at the end of our life, learning that we missed out on other 

children that God had planned for us, is a scarier thought. The only way 
to know the plan is to ask God, then stay close to Him so as to hear His 

voice in your heart. 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         01/26               Joanne & Fred Sikarskie                                      Betty Jane DiBacco                       Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       01/19 - 01/25:  Pat Usnik & Christine Rosenau 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         01/25              Rita Johnson                                                       Kathy Supak  
         01/26              Betty Woods & Mary Sagace                                 Diane Rader                              Wesley Snyder 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, 
Martha Kochenderfer, Earl & Mary Moore, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Judy Gutshall, 
Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jack Lambruno and Jo 
Ann Michael. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time       

    
   Jan.  20  Monday                                                        Leonard Teranto                       7:15 AM  Thomas                                            
   Jan.  21  Tuesday                                          Patrick Flanagan                      5:00 PM  Thomas  
   Jan.  22  Wednesday                                                  Braylee Ellen Carr                    7:00 AM THOMAS                                                           
   Jan.  23  Thursday                    Jim Cassell                                    5:00 PM  Thomas   
   Jan.  24  Friday                                Helen Wilson                                              5:00 PM  Thomas 
   Jan.  25  Saturday                                 Mike Michaels                9:00 AM  Parsons                                                                      
   Jan.  25  SATURDAY VIGIL                                          Lucy Quattro                               5:00 PM  Thomas                
   Jan.  26  SUNDAY                                                      Tony Lambruno                                           9:00 AM  Thomas 
   Jan.  26  SUNDAY                                                    People of the Parish                               11:00 AM  Parsons      

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


