
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER  

"I don't believe being wives and mothers has op-
pressed women.  They have been selected by na-
ture for a task which is far more important than 
anything men do.  It's time society stopped devalu-
ing the role of wife, mother, and homemaker." Dr. 
Makow believes that "a woman who puts husband 
and children before herself brings love into the 
world.  More than any other, this is the way love is 
born."  —Henry Makow, Ph.D. 

 

Contributions for  January 26, 2013  
 

St. Thomas:  $1,427.29 
Home Missions:  $185.12 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $625.00 
Home Missions:  $296.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of February, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 02/16/14; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 AM, Sunday 02/09/14 

 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
February 02 - “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
February 09 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting after the 11 AM Mass in Parsons 

February 12 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 6:00 PM in the Parsons Social Hall. 
February 15 - Valentine’s Day dance at the St. Thomas Center sponsored by the Knights of Columbus. 
March 02 - Mardi Gras Covered Dish Dinner immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 

 

THOMAS FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking pork & beans. In subsequent 

months we will let you know what items are needed and 
ask your assistance in this need for our community. 

 

   FIRST FRIDAY 
**All are reminded that First Friday will 
begin with Mass at Cortland Acres at  
1:00 PM, Adoration at 5:00 PM followed 
by Benediction and Mass at 6:00 PM at 
Our Lady of Mercy Church in Parsons.   

 

BIBLE STUDY CLASS THIS WEEK 
Bible Study Classes continue this week in Parsons with 

(session 14) on Tuesday, Feb. 4th, at 9 AM.   
Be sure to cover this lesson before you come to class. 
We invite anyone who may be interested, to come and 

join us. 

                  

                  VALENTINE DINNER/DANCE SPONSORED BY KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  
Everyone is invited to come to our Valentine Dinner/Dance next Saturday, February 
15th in the St. Thomas Center, immediately following the 5:00 PM Mass in Thomas.  

The cost is $20 per person.  Please see one of the Knights for a ticket if you are 
interested in coming.  You won’t want to miss this event, it is sure to be a night of 

great food and plenty of fun for all!   

 

BLESSING OF THE THROATS 
“St. Blaise is given special recognition on Feb. 3rd, not only with a feast day, but with a unique ceremony that  
parallels the practice of anointing the sick.  In this case, it is blessing the throats of those with throat disorders  

and anyone who wishes to avoid getting such a malady. “  (Fr. William Saunders)    
 

In honor of St. Blaise we will have the blessing of throats immediately following all of our weekend Masses. 
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of February, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia   

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

  

THE PRIEST:  IN PERSONA CHRISTI 
By:  Christopher Stefanick 

 

     I met a young priest in Fairfax, Virginia.  Of course “young” is a relative term.  Everyone around me gets younger 
with each passing year. 
     Father Jaffe had been at the parish for less than a week and was the priest on call for the local hospital.   It was 
2 a.m. when his pager went off.  A couple had lost their eight year-old son hours before and the mother would not 
let go of his body.   
     All attempts by the staff and hospital chaplain to get her to release her son had failed.  She sat rocking him, un-
responsive to anyone.  The woman was not Catholic, but the staff knew from experience that it was time to call in a 
priest. 
     When the newly ordained 26-year-old arrived he did the only thing that came to mind.  He sat with the parents in 
silence for a moment and said, “It looks like you need some prayer.”  He opened his rite book—”The Pastoral Care of 
the Sick”—to the section with the prayers for the deceased and he began to pray aloud. 
     Toward the end of the rite is the beautiful Litany of the Saints—”St. Joseph, pray for us.  St. Monica, pray for 

us….”—which helps the grieving call to mind family on the other side of eternity, who have already embraced our 
beloved deceased.  The rite concludes with prayers entrusting the deceased to the Lord:  “I commend you, my dear 
brother, to almighty God and entrust you to your Creator.  May you return to the One who formed you from the dust 
of the earth.  May Holy Mary, the angels, and all the saints come to meet you as you go forth from this life….May 
you see your Redeemer face-to-face, and enjoy the vision of God forever.  Amen.” 
     After the “Amen” the mother stopped rocking her boy and, without ceremony, silently laid his body in the arms of 
the priest.  Father Jaffe then carried the body to hospital personnel. 
     That was Father Jaffe’s introduction to just how up-close and personal the life of a priest can be.  The sacrifice of 
celibacy that our priests make requires being alone in many ways.  But the most intimate experiences of life and 
death, usually only shared with close family members, are also shared with them.  They are there at our deathbeds, 
straddling time and eternity with us.  Even if someone has not practiced the faith in years, a priest is often their final 
escort.  They are there at our weddings, standing as close to the bride and groom as they are to one another, a sign 

of Christ in the sacrament of marriage.  They are holding our babies with us at baptism when they become children 
of God. At our lowest moments, they are waiting to lift us up in the confessional.  Before a surgery, when only your 
spouse might be there holding your hand, your priest is also there, anointing you.  And in tragic moments at 2 a.m., 
they are on call.  These men have sacrificed family to be part of everyone’s family. 
     Jesus made the promise, “I am with you always” (Matthew 28:20).  Priests are prone to weakness and in need of 
redemption just like everyone else.  But despite this, a priest is no ordinary human. His soul is forever changed and 
he stands in persona Christi, that is, “in the person of Christ.”  He offers more than bread to the Father at Mass.  He 
offers his very self.  In a very tangible way, he is Jesus Christ among us. 
     Saint Francis of Assisi, reflecting on the priesthood, said:  “If I were to meet at the same time some saint coming 
down from heaven and any poor little priest, I would first pay my respects to the priest and proceed to kiss his 
hands.  I would say, ‘Ah, just a moment Saint….because this person’s hands handle the Word of Life and possess 
something that is more than human. 
     It is not easy to give your life the way our priests do.  In May and June, when most ordinations happen in the 

United States, we will likely ordain several hundred young men to the priesthood.  That is an encouraging number, 
but not nearly enough.  There are currently more than 3,000 parishes without a resident pastor.  In the midst of a 
world that seems to define all priests by the fallen few, let us remember the beauty of this vocation—and let us re-
mind our young people that life is worth giving. 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         02/09               Cindy Long & Dee Oldaker                                   Fred Sikarskie                              Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       02/02 - 02/08:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         02/08              Rita Johnson                                                      Kathy Supak                                              
         02/09              Titi Ferguson & Mary Sagace                                John Ferguson                            Isaac Quattro 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, 
Martha Kochenderfer, Earl & Mary Moore, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Judy Gutshall, 
Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jack Lambruno and Jo 
Ann Michael. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time       

   Feb.  03  Monday                                                        Alice Tarampi                          7:15 AM  Thomas                                            
   Feb.  04  Tuesday                                          Lucy Quattro                    5:00 PM  Thomas  
   Feb.  05 Wednesday                                            Poor Souls in Purgatory                     9:00 AM  Parsons                                                           
   Feb.  06  Thursday                 Lois Lamont                                        5:00 PM  Thomas  
   Feb.  07  First Friday                                              Helen Wilson               1:00 PM  Cort. Ac. 
   Feb.  07  First Friday                                     ADORATION & BENEDICTION                5:00 PM  Parsons 
   Feb.  07  First Friday               Yvonne Lothes                                                    6:00 PM  Parsons 
   Feb.  08  Saturday                                 David F. Silk                          9:00 AM  Parsons                                                                      
   Feb.  08  SATURDAY VIGIL                                       Frances DePollo                                  5:00 PM Thomas                
   Feb.  09  SUNDAY                                                     Leonard Teranto                                                  9:00 AM Thomas 
   Feb.  09  SUNDAY                                                   People of the Parish                                11:00 AM  Parsons      

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


