
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER  
“As believing Catholics, we know that behind the mur-

der of unborn children is the superhuman mind and ma-

levolent will of Satan and his minions. To know this is 

to also know that only divine power is a match for the 

demonic power behind abortion. This divine power is 

the power of the God who became man in order, as He 

told us, to conquer the devil as master of the world." 

~ Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J. – Abortion as Pagan Sacrifice   

 

Contributions for  February 16, 2013  
 

St. Thomas:  $1,944.83 
 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $522.35 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of February, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 02/16/14; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 AM, Sunday 02/09/14 

 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
March 02 - “ASK FATHER” cancelled this month. 
March 02 - Mardi Gras Covered Dish Dinner immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
March 05 - ASH WEDNESDAY 
March 07 - First night of the Knights of Columbus Lenten Fish Fry in both Thomas and Parsons. 

March 09 - Women’s Guild Meeting immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
March 16 - Children’s Stations of the Cross (MANDATORY). 
March 12 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 6:00 PM in Thomas. 
March 20 - 4th degree Knights meeting at 6:00 PM in Thomas. 

 

THOMAS FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking pork & beans. In subsequent 

months we will let you know what items are needed and 
ask your assistance in this need for our community. 

 

CELEBRATE MARDI GRAS WITH US! 
Next Sunday, March 2nd, we will celebrate “Mardi Gras” with a 
pot luck dinner immediately following the 11:00 AM Mass at Our 
Lady of Mercy church.  Join us as we feast on a delicious pork 
roast and a plethora of other foods prepared by our ladies.   
There will also be a “Piñata” for the children!  All are welcome 
to join the fun and festivities! 

CALLING ALL MEN 
A Lenten day of reflection for men is scheduled for Sat-
urday, April 12th, from 10 AM until Mass at 5 PM.  This 
will take place in the St. Thomas Center and in the St. 
Thomas Church.  The speaker will be, Guy Gruters, a 
Prisoner of War (POW)  in Vietnam and Deacon Dave 

Galvin.  Lunch will be provided.  Please put this on your 
calendar.  More details later! 

                   

  BIBLE STUDY CLASS THIS WEEK  

                     Bible Study Classes continue this week  
      in Parsons with (session 17) on  

       Tuesday, Feb. 25th, at 9 AM.   
  Be sure to cover this lesson before you  

come to class. We invite anyone who       
   may be interested, to come and join us. 

We have been blessed with beautiful choirs!  So many people comment on the joyful and powerful voices at our Masses.  We 
would welcome anyone who would consider joining in the joy of singing for the Lord.  Even if you can’t come to rehearsals, why 
not sit with the choir when you come to Mass to lend your voice?  The Lord is never outdone in generosity for those who are gen-
erous for Him with their talent!  Why not approach Diana Villamor for a chat? 

 Our previous pastor is in need of more 

care and our prayers.  He has moved into the Good 
Shepherd Nursing Home.  His contact information 

is as follows: Rev. Lino Ebejer 
Good Shepherd Nursing Home 

Room Number 342 

Wheeling, WV 26003 



 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of February, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia   

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

WHEN MY CHILDREN HAVE LOST THE FAITH  By Tony Agnesi 

      Not a week goes by that I do not speak with someone who is distraught because their son or daughter has 
lost the faith.  Yet, rarely is it discussed in public, preached about, or help offered.  It truly is the biggest never-

mentioned problem faced by all Christian parents.  And we are not talking about marginal Catholics or Christians.  
These are the faithful parents who are in the pews on Sunday.  They raised their children in the faith.  It is part of 
everything they do, yet somewhere between high school and their early 20’s, they decide that religion, especially 
Christianity, is not for them.   
 They are influenced by the secular media, college professors who laugh at religion as something that no 
reasonable person would profess, and a constant barrage of attacks on Christianity as being outdated, old fashioned, 
in conflict with science, women’s rights, gay rights, and the list goes on.   
 For some reason, it is not discussed because we are embarrassed and ashamed, that maybe, somehow we 
failed as parents to make our faith exciting and attractive to our adult children, and now it is totally out of or control.  
I know this, because I have these same feelings myself. 
 What can we, as faithful parents, do?  I do not know that I have the answers, but I can share a few things 
about what to do and what not to do from my own study and experience: 
1. Do not argue with your children!  Frankly, it only makes it worse, and pushes them farther away.  You will never 

out-shout or out-whit your kids into believing.  I can think of one particular argument that I would love to take 
back! 

2. Remain faithful!  Do not let their falling away from the faith discourage you or make you suppress your beliefs.  
Exodus 20:6 says, “But bestowing mercy down to the thousandth generation, on the children of those who love 
me and keep my commandments.”  Sirach 44:13 says,  “And for all time their progeny will endure, their glory 
will never be blotted out.”  Our Lord promises that if we remain faithful, He will bless our children!  But, we must 
remain faithful and not be afraid to show the joy of the Lord in our lives.  In the book of Acts, when the jailer 
asked Paul and Silas,  “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”  And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you 
and your household will be saved.” (16:3) 

3. Prayers and sacrifice!  Most have heard of St. Augustine, considered to be one of the greatest Christian thinkers 
of all time.  He spent his younger days as a hedonist.  He was anything but saintly!  His mother, St. Monica, 

prayed for decades for his return to the faith. Finally, not only did he return to the faith, but he became a doctor 
of the Church. 

4. Pray that God brings someone else (beside you) into their lives.  Then we must trust God top do it.  Although St. 
Monica prayed, she also prayed that God would intervene and put someone into Augustine’s life to prompt his 
conversion.  And God did.  St. Ambrose, the bishop of Milan, was Augustine’s match for rhetoric, but older and 
experienced.  God put Ambrose in Augustine’s life to bring him back to the faith.   

5. Study and learn to defend the faith!  As we learn more about the faith ourselves we are better equipped to an-
swer questions and defend what we believe.  As stated in 1 Peter 3:15, “Always be ready to give an explanation 
to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope, but do it with gentleness and reverence, keeping your con-
science clear, so that when you are maligned, those who defame your good conduct in Christ may themselves 
be put to shame.”   

6. Love them and do not push them away!  Love them more than ever.  Make it a point to tell them that you love 
them.  Let them see your joy and happiness.  Make them want what you have!  “This is good and pleasing to 

God our Savior, who wills everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of truth.”  (1Timothy 2:3-4).  Are 
these the answers?  I really do not know, but they are a start.  I promise that every chance I get I will try to 
bring them to the joy of our Christian faith.  I pray that you might pray for my adult children, as well, and help 
them on their journey. Please! 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         03/02               Dee Oldaker & Cindy Long                                  Joanne Sikarskie                           Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       02/23 - 03/01:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         03/01              Kathy Supak                                                      Beth Spencer                                           
         02/23              Betty Woods & Mary Sagace                                Diane Rader                                Isaac Quattro 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, 
Martha Kochenderfer, Earl & Mary Moore, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Judy Gutshall, 
Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jack Lambruno, Jo Ann 
Michael and Vincent and Joan Brofka. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time       

    
   Feb.  24  Monday                                                         Albert Obyc                     7:15 AM  Thomas                                            
   Feb.  25  Tuesday                                         Albert DiBacco                      5:00 PM  Thomas  
   Feb.  26  Wednesday                                                   Vicki Botizan                              9:00 AM  Parsons                                                           
   Feb.  27  Thursday                Jim Cassell                                  5:00 PM  Thomas  
   Feb.  28  Friday                                                         Luke Kaczmarek               5:00 PM  Thomas 
   Mar.  01  Saturday  (First Saturday)                            Fred Stolley                            9:00 AM  Parsons                                                                      
   Mar.  01  SATURDAY VIGIL                                       Lucy Quattro                         5:00 PM Thomas                
   Mar.  02  SUNDAY                                                   Wilbur& Isabel Killeen                                            9:00 AM Thomas 
   Mar.  02  SUNDAY                                                     People of the Parish                       11:00 AM  Parsons      

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


