
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER  
"I ask you, Lord, if you would just instill in their hearts the 
desire to protect the unborn, those babies being carried by 
women all over the state of Florida.  And Lord, I want to 
ask you please help them, Lord, to just continue to follow 
in the tradition of the sanctity of marriage, in your design 

from the word of God, one man, one woman for life."  

 --Rev. Daryl Orman, a Baptist minister 

 

Contributions for  March 30, 2014  
 

St. Thomas:  $1407.42 
2nd Collection:  $240.00 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $661.00 
2nd Collection:  $270.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of March, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 03/16/14; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 AM, Sunday 03/09/14 

 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
April 6 - “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11:00 AM Mass in Parsons. 
April 8 - Bible Study Classes continue in Parsons at 9 AM (session 21) and in Thomas at 5:30 PM (session 19). 
April 9 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 6:00 PM in Parsons. 
April 18 - Holy Land Collection to be taken up at the Good Friday Services. 
April 20 - Education of Seminarians Collection to be taken up at all Masses. 

 

THOMAS FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking pork & beans. In subsequent 

months we will let you know what items are needed and 
ask your assistance in this need for our community. 

PIES FOR SALE:  The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s 

Guild is selling pies for Easter.  The cost is $10.  Call 478
-3814 to reserve a pie or sign-up in the back of the 
church. 
EASTER FLOWER DONATIONS:  Envelopes are 

available in the back of the church if you would like to 
make a donation towards Easter flowers, in memory of 
loved ones or deceased family members. 

CALLING ALL MEN 
Our Lenten day of reflection for men is THIS Saturday, April 12th, from 9 AM until Mass at 5 PM.  This will take 

place in the St. Thomas Center and in the St. Thomas Church.  Our Primary speaker will be, Guy Gruters, a former 
Prisoner of War (POW) in Vietnam.  Food will be provided.  There will be 3 additional priests here for confessions.  

Confessions will be available before and after the 8 AM Mass in Parsons.  ALL ARE INVITED FOR CON-
FESSIONS from 3PM until 4:45 PM in St. Thomas Church where all the priests will be available at that time.  

Please take advantage of this opportunity to prepare spiritually for Easter! 

 

                                       KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS LENTEN FISH FRY 

                 Please come to our delicious Fish Fry on ALL Fridays during Lent! 
 Dinner includes an 8 oz fish fillet with tartar or cocktail sauce; dinner roll with butter; cole slaw; 
                   green beans; macaroni n’ cheese; fruit dessert; coffee or punch. 
               Cost:  Adults $8.00  Kids 12 & under $4.00  CARRY OUTS AVAILABLE! 
The dinner will be at both locations from 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM, at the St. Thomas Center and  

Our Lady of Mercy church social hall on Apr. 11th. 

 

LENT SCHEDULE - Stations of the Cross 
 

WEDNESDAY - immediately after the 5:00 PM Mass at     
                        Our Lady of Mercy.  (Wednesday Mass           

              during Lent will be at 5:00 PM.) 
 

FRIDAY -  immediately after the 5:00 PM Mass at St. 
Thomas. 

http://home.catholicweb.com/GoodShepherdMontrose/index.cfm/NewsItem?ID=273271


 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of March, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia   

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

THE SEASON OF LENT 
The annual Lenten Season is a fitting time to climb the holy mountain of Easter.   

The character of the Lenten Season is to spiritually prepare for the paschal mystery.  Catholics are reminded of their 

Easter Duty—to receive Holy Communion during the Easter Season. Therefore, we are also reminded of the sacra-
mental confession necessary to prepare for this duty.  Please take this time of Lent to prepare and make a good and 
thorough confession in preparation for the great feast of Easter.  Lent runs from  Ash Wednesday until the Mass of 

the Lord’s Supper exclusive on Holy Thursday. 

 

Bless me, Father, for I have sinned… 
 

     If you haven't gone to confession in a while, or even it you have, Lent is the perfect time to reconcile yourself with 

God and the Church.  Our parish offers this most important sacrament every day before Mass at St. Thomas Aquinas 
and following Sunday Mass at Our Lady of Mercy Church.  Confessions are also scheduled by request of the parishion-

er.   Confession is a necessity for the absolution of mortal sins!   
 

Preparation for confession should include an examination of conscience, which means you think back on sins you have 
committed since your last confession.  

 
What happens during confession depends on the priest and the person. Most people still start with the formula: "Bless 

me, Father, for I have sinned. It has been (state the number of months or years) since my last confession."  
 

If you can't remember the words or you don't recall how long it's been, don't worry. Just tell the priest it's been a long 
time, and he will guide you through the process.  

 
What you will experience is the healing gift of God's love, the chance to start over with a clean conscience, and an 

overwhelming sense of gratitude. 
 

Fasting and Abstinence 
 

Days of Abstinence: No meat can be eaten on Ash Wednesday and all of the Fridays during Lent. This applies to all 
Catholics 14 and older.   (If you choose to eat meat on the Fridays outside of Lent, you may substitute some other act 
of penance in place of eating meat.) 
 

Days of Fast: Only one full meal is permitted on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday for Catholics between 18 and 59. 
Two smaller meals are permitted, but the small meals should not equal a second full meal. Drinking coffee, tea and 

water between meals is allowed. Snacks between meals are not allowed.  

THANKS TO ALL! 
I am so thankful to our loving God for giving me 100 years and for bringing special people into my life.  Father 
Grassi - you are amazing.  Thank you for the beautiful Mass and for being such a blessing to me.  Thank you choir 
for the beautiful music.  Thanks to all my nephew and nieces for the beautiful party, for all the desserts.  Thank you 
Dolores Kosanic for the beautiful birthday cake and to Adrea Hedrick for finding Dairy Queen and the ice cream cake.  
Thank you to John Bush “Big John” for the delicious food.  Also a special thank you to all family and friends who 
came to the party, sent flowers and gifts and made my day such a blessing.     —Frances Shaga 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         04/13              Ariona & Lillian Plumley                                        Tom Gutshall                               Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       04/6 - 04/12:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco  

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         04/12              Rita Johnson                                                      Beth Spencer                                                                           
         04/13              Brittany & Summer Snyder                                  Michelle Snyder                           Isaac Quattro 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, 
Martha Kochenderfer, Earl & Mary Moore, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Judy Gutshall, 
Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jack Lambruno, Jo Ann 
Michael and Vincent and Joan Brofka. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
Fifth Sunday of Lent       

   
   Apr. 07  Monday                                                             Jim Cassell                      7:15 AM  Thomas                                            
   Apr. 08  Tuesday                                            Walter Obyc                  5:00 PM  Thomas  
   Apr. 09  Wednesday                                                       Eileen Grady                                                    5:00 PM Parsons                             
   Apr. 10  Thursday                Margaret Cassell                                 5:00 PM  Thomas  
   Apr. 04  Friday                              Martha Nichols                                            5:00 PM  Thomas 
   Apr. 05  Saturday                                                      Braylee Ellen Carr                             8:00 AM   Parsons                                                                              
   Apr. 05  SATURDAY VIGIL                                            Lucille Kotten                                5:00 PM Thomas                
   Apr. 06  SUNDAY                                                      People of the Parish                                             9:00 AM Thomas 
   Apr. 06  SUNDAY                                                            Mary Buckley                     11:00 AM  Parsons      

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


