
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER  
The family especially is under attack.  And the sacred charac-
ter of human life denied.  Naturally, the weakest members of 
society are the most at risk:  the unborn, children, the sick, 
the handicapped, the old, the poor and the unemployed, the 
immigrant and refugee, the South of the world!”~Blessed 
John Paul II, World Youth Day, Denver USA, 1993 

Contributions for  April 20, 2014  
St. Thomas:  $2,343.61 

Education of Seminarians:  $458.37 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $784.75 
Education of Seminarians:  $457.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of April, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 04/20/14; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 04/13/14 

 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
April 30 - Bible Study in Thomas at 5:30 PM. 
May 6 - Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting beginning at 7:00 PM in the Rectory conference room. 
May 11 - Mother’s Day & First Holy Communion. 

THOMAS FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking pork & beans. In subsequent 

months we will let you know what items are needed and 
ask your assistance in this need for our community. 

THE FEAST OF DIVINE MERCY 
The Plenary Indulgence associated with this feast consists in the reception of Holy Communion in the state of grace 
on Divine Mercy Sunday and prayers for the intentions of the Holy Father as well as sacramental confession within 8 
days of the feast, (The Holy Father has said that any time during Lent is sufficient,) and no attachment to sin.  We 
will celebrate this feast today, April 27th at Our Lady of Mercy beginning with our 11:00 AM Mass, followed by a 

potluck dinner and concluding with Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 3:00 PM (The Hour of Mercy).   

MOTHER’S DAY MASS INTENTIONS 
Please submit the names of living & deceased mothers 
that you would like included on the altar on Mother’s 
Day.  As a way to remember our living mothers, cards 
can be found in the back of both churches for only $2. 

CHURCH YARD & BAKE SALE!!! 
The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will have a 

church yard/bake sale on Friday & Saturday, May 24th 
and 25th (Memorial day weekend.)  Please remember to 

save your unwanted items for this special event!   

THE EASTER SEASON 
The fifty days from Easter to Pentecost are celebrated in joyful exultation as one feast day, or better, as one “great 
Sunday.”  These above all others are the days for the singing of ALLELUIA.  The days of the Easter octave from the 
“early hours: of this “great Sunday,” with accounts of the Lord who rose early in the morning, and the early preach-
ing of the disciples who were witnesses to His Resurrection. 

THE CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL, OR CSA, is an annual appeal that offers funds to a variety of ministries, 
services and programs throughout our diocese, as well as the needs of our parishes.  The theme of this year’s ap-
peal, Share the Joy, was inspired by Pope Francis and his first apostolic exhortation, “The Joy of the Gospel.”  This 
week you will be receiving a mailing that will give you more information on this year’s case for support.  Please take 
time to review the materials.  After prayer and discussion with your family, please make a commitment to the CSA.   

BIG BUCKS BINGO 
Sponsored by K of C next Sunday, May 4th.  Doors open at 1 PM, games start at 3 PM.  Tickets $25 in advance and 

$30 at the door. 



 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of April, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in our  armed  
forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

                                            Simple Spiritual Economics by Felix Carroll 
This story is not about how wonderful I am.  (The jury is still out on that one).  Rather this is a story about how wonderful God is.  
I recently gave away $400 that I did not really have.  I am writing about this now because, miraculously, I have incurred a net 
financial loss of exactly $0.00, which proves a fact of simple spiritual economics:  When we show our love for God by caring for 
those in need, God fills us with abundant graces, some way, somehow.  “Give, and gifts will be given to you,” the Gospels tell us 
(Luke 6:38).  I could tell you time and again how true that has been in my life.  The following is the most recent example.  My wife 
and I decided to financially help one of my brothers and his family.  They were and still are in desperate financial straits.  Like hun-
dreds of thousands of Americans, my brother lost his job—a high paying job.  Then he lost his house, then his car. 
 He, his wife, and their two boys now live in a ramshackle rental that should probably be condemned.  Their world has 
been turned upside down.  But the bad news was not over yet.  When my brother finally landed a low paying job in a warehouse, 
on his very first day, a forklift operator accidentally dropped the forks down and crushed my brother’s right foot.  His doctors be-
lieved he would be permanently disabled.  He is unable to stay upright for more than a few minutes at a time.  He can no longer 
play catch with his two boys.  Moreover, the trauma from the injury caused what is called Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic 
pain disorder involving the nervous system.  He has to take painkillers, which means that he cannot apply for an office job any-
where because, as he says, “I’d be useless.”   
 Then a few weeks ago, my brother’s wife was laid off from her job.  In the long term, they will probably be OK, financial-
ly. She'll find a job, I'm sure. And he's a prime candidate for social security disability. But in the short-term, things are very bad for 
them.  The day his wife lost her job, I said to my wife, "I'm going to send them $200." We didn't really have $200 to give. But the 
words of the great Divine Mercy evangelizer Fr. George Kosicki, CSB, were ringing in my ears. Father Kosicki defines mercy as "the 
pain in our hearts for another person's pain, and taking pains to do something about it."  It has pained me to see how my brother, 
a formerly successful businessman who went to work each morning looking sharp, proud to be a breadwinner, has now been re-
duced to sitting all day at home with his foot up and struggling to find purpose in his life.  Sending him the $200 recently was my 
attempt to take great pains to help him. But the pain part of the equation didn't work out that way. The following day I was offered 
a quick photography freelance assignment out of the blue, which, of course, I took. By the time I logged in my hours, I had earned 
exactly $200!  I thought to myself, "Hmm. Interesting."  So I sent my brother another $200. 
 Now, just bear with me. I work for the Marians of the Immaculate Conception, who have been spreading the message of 
Divine Mercy since 1941. As such, I'm well aware of how on several occasions our Lord spoke to St. Faustina about the importance 
of performing deeds of mercy. He said: "I demand from you deeds of mercy, which are to arise out of love for Me. You are to show 
mercy to your neighbors always and everywhere. You must not shrink from this or try to excuse or absolve yourself from it" (Diary 
of St. Faustina, 742).  As Fr. Seraphim Michalenko, MIC, says, "Putting mercy into action is not an option of the Divine Mercy mes-
sage and devotion; it's a requirement!"  So, mind you, I wasn't being charitable. I was only doing what's required of me. That's 
how I look at it.  OK, so at this point, I'm down $200, right? Now, just bear with me a little more. 
 In an effort to save money on heating costs this winter , I installed a woodstove in our home. I had done the math. We 
had free wood to burn, and the stove and piping would still cost less than half of what we would have spent on heating fuel. But 
my plan hit a snag two weeks ago. I couldn't manage to get the last two sections of stovepipe up on the roof. We had to have 
scaffolding set up to finish the job, though we weren't too sure how we would pay for it.  We hired a contractor named David — 
the husband of a woman my wife works with — who came with his crew and set up the scaffolding for us at my house so I could 
finish the job. Neither my wife nor I had ever met David.  After the stovepipe job was complete and the scaffolding taken away, my 
wife and I were going over our monthly expenses. We estimated the bill for the scaffolding (considering set-up time and travel 
expenses) would probably cost us at least (you guessed it!) $200.  This Wednesday, we received an invoice in the mail from David. 
It said:  Amount owed..............................................$0.00.  And David included a typewritten note to us that read: 
Dear Felix and Cara, 
At times like these, when someone is able, they help out friends. If we all did that, maybe the world would be a better place. I 
could say to you, "I have done this for you, now go out and do the same thing in someway for another person," but I have a feel-
ing you are the type of people who already would.  So go use this money that you would have used to rent this scaffolding and buy 
something for Henry for Christmas. Glad to help, David.  Henry is our son. I couldn't believe David's kindness. I want to laminate 
his letter. My wife and I read it to each other — twice.  
Again: $200. I can't give it away!  Then, like a tidal wave, it hit me: God arranged this! He arranged it because He pours an abun-
dance of graces upon us when we help those in greatest need. That's His promise to us. And He keeps His promises.  I'm sending 
my brother more money today to help pay for his family's Christmas. And I'm positive it will come back to me in other ways be-
cause that's how God operates. Through a miracle of spiritual physics, when we give it away, it comes back to us like a boomer-
ang. Please take special care to help the many families who are suffering these days because of our country's economic collapse. 
I'm convinced that, like my new friend David says, if we all sought to lessen the pain of others "maybe the world would be a better 

place." 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         05/04               Lillian Plumley & Becca Siler                                 Betty Jane DiBacco                      Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       05/04 - 05/10:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         05/03              Kathy & Pat Kotten                                             Kathy Supak                                                                              
         05/04              Brittany Snyder & Titi Ferguson                            Summer Snyder                          Isaac Quattro 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, 
Martha Kochenderfer, Earl & Mary Moore, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Judy Gutshall, 
Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jack Lambruno, Jo Ann 
Michael and Vincent and Joan Brofka. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER (DIVINE MERCY)      

   Apr. 28  Monday                   Bernice Zawila                      7:15 AM  Thomas                      
   Apr. 29  Tuesday                 Margaret Cassell                  5:00 PM  Thomas                                                             
   Apr. 30  Wednesday                         Ruth DePollo Schumann                             9:00 AM  Parsons  
   May  01 Thursday                                                          Mary Cassell                                                    5:00 PM  Thomas              
   May  02  First Friday                                                      Victor Bluj                                                      1:00 PM  Cort. Acr. 
   May  02  First Friday                                      ADORATION & BENEDICTION                                     5:00 PM  Parsons 
   May  02  First Friday                                                  Mary Buckley               6:00 PM  Parsons 
   May  03  First Saturday                                            Yvonne Lothes                   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   May  03  SATURDAY VIGIL                      Lois Lamont                                       5:00 PM  Thomas        
   May  04  SUNDAY                                                       Joseph Guido                                        9:00 AM  Thomas 
   May  04  SUNDAY                                                   People of the Parish                                               11:00 AM  Parsons                                           

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


