
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER  
“The real question today is not when human life begins, but, 

What is the value of human life?  The abortionist who reassem-
bles the arms and legs of a tiny baby to make sure all its parts 
have been torn from its mother’s body can hardly doubt wheth-
er it is a human being.  The real question for him and for all of 
us is whether that tiny human life has a God-given right to be 

protected by the law – the same right we have.”~ Ronald 
Reagan 

Contributions for  April 27, 2014  
 

St. Thomas:  $2,898.48 
 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $748.75 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of May, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 05/18/14; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 05/11/14 

 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
April 30 - Bible Study in Thomas at 5:30 PM. 
May 6 - Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting beginning at 7:00 PM in the Rectory conference room. 
May 11 - Mother’s Day & First Holy Communion. 

THOMAS FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking mac n’ cheese. In subse-

quent months we will let you know what items are needed 
and ask your assistance in this need for our community. 

Documentary on Pope Francis 
 

This video produced by the Knights of Columbus will be 
shown on Saturday, May 10 immediately after the 5PM 
Mass in the Rectory Conference Room.  All are invited.  

It is approximately 1 hour long.    

MOTHER’S DAY MASS INTENTIONS 
Please submit the names of living & deceased mothers 
that you would like included on the altar on Mother’s 
Day.  As a way to remember our living mothers, cards 
can be found in the back of both churches for only $2. 

CHURCH YARD & BAKE SALE!!! 
The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will have a 

church yard/bake sale on Friday & Saturday, May 24th 
and 25th (Memorial day weekend.)  Please remember to 

save your unwanted items for this special event!   

THE EASTER SEASON 
The fifty days from Easter to Pentecost are celebrated in joyful exultation as one feast day, or better, as one “great 
Sunday.”  These above all others are the days for the singing of ALLELUIA.  The days of the Easter octave from the 
“early hours: of this “great Sunday,” with accounts of the Lord who rose early in the morning, and the early preach-
ing of the disciples who were witnesses to His Resurrection. 

THE CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL, OR CSA, is an annual appeal that offers funds to a variety of ministries, 
services and programs throughout our diocese, as well as the needs of our parishes.  The theme of this year’s ap-
peal, Share the Joy, was inspired by Pope Francis and his first apostolic exhortation, “The Joy of the Gospel.”  This 
week you will be receiving a mailing that will give you more information on this year’s case for support.  Please take 
time to review the materials.  After prayer and discussion with your family, please make a commitment to the CSA.   

BIG BUCKS BINGO 
Sponsored by K of C today, Sunday, May 4th.  Doors open at 1 PM, games start at 3 PM.  Tickets $25 in advance and 

$30 at the door. 

Cemetery Clean up 

Please remove all flowers and any decorative items 
from on top of or around the grave stones at 

Mount Calvary Cemetery in preparation for spring 
grounds upkeep.  Thank you! 



 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of May, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those 
 serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary. 

     ANONYMOUS 
 

(A personal story from a mother considering abortion.  This took place at our own Pregnancy Care 
Center in Buckhannon.) 

 
     On September 13, 2012, I found out I was pregnant with my daughter.  By my first appointment I was told that 
due to my medication for epilepsy that I was taking at the time of conception and due to the epilepsy itself that I 
should terminate my pregnancy.  They told me my child would most likely be born with missing limbs, genetic and 
cosmetic defects not to mention the risk it would pose to my health.  I was sent home to “think about my options.” 
      
     Over the course of the following week my husband told me he didn’t want the responsibility of a wife and child 
and walked out on me.  Here I was 6 weeks pregnant, the doctors were telling me I should terminate my pregnan-
cy, the person I was supposed to spend the rest of my life with walked out on me, how would I raise a child alone 
and what if the doctors were right and this child would be a special needs child, would it be something I could han-
dle.  All I knew was I was pregnant, alone and I didn’t know how I was going to care for myself let alone the child 
that was growing inside of me.  I would soon be in the middle of a nasty divorce and the shame I was feeling was 
almost unbearable, and the time was ticking for me to make the decision that would determine how everything 
would play out.  It as a windy October day, it was the darkest day of my life, and in all my shame and hurt, abortion 
seemed to be the obvious answer.  I contacted the pregnancy center.  I met with Barbara that very same day.  She 
sat with me for hours, she cried with me, she consoled me, we talked about my options and what the future would 
hold, but most of all she let me know that I was loved, my child was loved and that we mattered.  I decided that day 
that no matter what, that keeping my child  was my only option.  I left the pregnancy center with a renewed faith in 
myself and my future and I had just met someone who I knew would be there for me along the way. 
     
     I started going to church and I gave my life to God.  The future was looking bright and I knew God wouldn’t give 
me more than I could handle.  I made the decision that if God saw me fit to be the mother of a special needs child 
then I was ready. 
     
      In January of 2013, I went in for my anatomy ultrasound and prenatal screening.  I found out that day that I 
would give birth to a baby girl.  A week later I was called back and told my daughter would most likely be born with 
down’s syndrome.  Before the doctor could even get the words out I told him I would not terminate my pregnancy 
and that I would carry her to term. 
     
     May 26th, 2013 I was baptized in the river on a little road out on Georgetown in Lewis county.  Three days later, 
on May 29th, 2013 at 6:35 pm after 43 hours of labor my daughter made her entrance into this world.  She was 
absolutely perfect and completely healthy with zero medical conditions. 
     
      I don’t know where I would be today If I had followed through with abortion, but if it hadn’t been for the preg-
nancy center that 6 pound little girl would have never had the chance at life, and she would have never had the 
chance to change mine.  I look at her now and I shudder to think about the thoughts I had during my moments of 
desperation.  And looking at the bigger picture they didn’t just save my daughter’s life, but also mine.  Today, my 
daughter is 7 months old, and no amount of words can express my gratitude for what was given back to me on the 
darkest day of my life on that couch at the pregnancy center, but if you look into my daughters eyes you will know 
exactly what I mean. 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         05/11               Kaylee DiBacco & Miranda Siler                            Kathy DiBacco                             Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       05/11 - 05/17:  Pat Usnik & Christine Rosenau 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         05/10              Rita Johnson                                                      Beth Spencer                                                                              
         05/11              Betty Woods & Mary Sagace                                Don Woods                                 Wesley Snyder 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, 
Martha Kochenderfer, Earl & Mary Moore, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Judy Gutshall, 
Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jack Lambruno, Jo Ann 
Michael and Vincent and Joan Brofka. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

    
   May  05  Monday                 Anthony DePollo                       7:15 AM  Thomas                      
   May  06  Tuesday                 Margaret Cassell                   7:15 AM  Thomas                                                             
   May  07  Wednesday                         Poor Souls in Purgatory     (Fr. Will offer this Mass at the Priest Convocation)  
   May  08 Thursday                                                         Helen Botizan                                                    5:00 PM  Thomas              
   May  09  Friday                                                              Deb Roberts               5:00 PM  Thomas 
   May  10  Saturday                                                        Stefanie Krumm                                      9:00 AM  Parsons 
   May  10  SATURDAY VIGIL         All Living & Deceased Mothers                                        5:00 PM  Thomas        
   May  11  SUNDAY                                                    People of the Parish                                       9:00 AM  Thomas 
   May  11  SUNDAY                                            All Living & Deceased Mothers                                        11:00 AM  Parsons                                           

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


