
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER  
"In Illinois a pregnant woman who takes an illegal drug can 

be prosecuted for 'delivering a controlled substance to a 
minor.' This is an explicit recognition that the unborn is a 

person with rights of her own.  But that same woman who is 
prosecuted and jailed for endangering her child is perfectly 

free to abort her child.  In America today, it is illegal to harm 
your preborn child, but it is perfectly legal to kill him." 

--Randy Alcorn, Pro Life Answers to Pro Choice Arguments 

Contributions for  May 11, 2014  
 

St. Thomas:  $1558.32 
 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $608.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of May, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 05/18/14; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 05/11/14 

 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
May 18 - Women’s Guild Meeting immediately following the 11:00 AM Mass. 
May 20 - Parish Council Meeting at Our Lady of Mercy Church at 5:30 PM (immediately after Mass). 
May 22 - 4th Degree Knights of Columbus Meeting in the Knights Meeting Room in Thomas at 7PM. 
May 23 & 24 - Church yard/bake sale from 8:00 until ? Friday and from 8:00 until Noon on Saturday. 
May 26 - MEMORIAL DAY MASS at 9:00 AM at the Mt. Calvary Cemetery. 
June 1 - “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons at Our Lady of Mercy Church. 

THOMAS FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking mac n’ cheese. In subse-

quent months we will let you know what items are needed 
and ask your assistance in this need for our community. 

 

SECOND COLLECTION FOR CEMETERY FUND 
There will be a second collection on Memorial Day week-
end for the Mt. Calvary Cemetery Fund.  Donations will 
be used to defray the maintenance costs at the ceme-
tery.  Special envelopes will be provided.  (Please make 

checks payable to:  Mt Calvary Cemetery Fund.)   

CHURCH YARD SALE & BAKE SALE!!! 
 

The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will have a church yard/bake sale and we will also be selling hotdogs this 
Friday & Saturday, May 23rd and 24th (Memorial day weekend.)  If you would like to donate items for the yard sale 
you may drop them off in the social hall between Monday, May 19th & Thursday, May 22nd between the hours of 
7AM - 7 PM.  (NO clothes or broken items please. )  If you would like to donate baked goods for the bake sale 
please drop them off on Thursday or bring them to the yard sale on Friday morning.  The Yard/Bake sale will begin 
at 8:00 AM on Friday morning and we will stay open until business slows down.  We will reopen on Saturday from 
8:00 until noon.  If you donate an item that does not sell and you would like it back please let one of the women 

know, otherwise all items that have been donated and not sold will be donated to local thrift shops.   

News from the Catholic Conference of WV 
Call on the Governor for a special session for HB 4588, The Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act.  This bill 
passed both houses of the legislature by an overwhelming majority.  Bishop Bransfield welcomes this important leg-
islation.  HB 4588 would protect West Virginia’s unborn children who can feel pain from being brutally aborted, by 
asserting a compelling state interest in their lives.  Sadly, Governor Tomblin vetoed this lifesaving legislation, which 
means that West Virginia’s unborn children remain unprotected. A petition to the Governor to call a special session 
to remedy the veto has been placed in the back of the churches for those who would like to sign them. 

 

2014 CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL 
                                      

    St. Thomas……………..$3,935 pledged 
           (Goal: $8,670) 45% of goal met. 

 

   Our Lady of Mercy ….$1,950 pledged 
           (Goal: $2,780) 70% of goal met.  



 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of May, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those 
 serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary. 

FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART 
Dear Parishioners, 
 As the weather begins to get consistently warmer and we put away the winter clothing, it draws my atten-

tion to the trend in dressing for the Holy Mass.  I am well aware of how hot it can get especially with all of the gar-
ments that I wear when offering the Holy Mass, however, some of those garments that I wear are optional and so I 
do not expect everyone to make the same sacrifices that I choose to make.  That being said, I do think that the cas-
ual trend in dressing is becoming distressingly apparent and sadly it is becoming a moral issue, namely, the issue of 
modesty.  I think it is important for us to remember that when we come to Mass we are expecting to meet Almighty 
God and I hope that we would want to dress in such a fashion that would show respect, not only for God, but for 
others around us.   
 It is not a matter of showing off one’s finery.  Some people may attend Mass on their way to or from work 
which may mean construction clothes or mining clothes.  Fine!  Never let circumstances out of your control make 
you feel embarrassed or keep you away from the Sacraments!  But one should always wear clothes that are modest 
and speak of the importance of meeting Jesus.   
 One of the trends that I think is getting especially out of hand is the distinction between beach or island 
wear and clothes that are modest and speak of one’s desire to meet Jesus.  When I was growing up we had 
“Sunday outfits” that we were strictly taught to wear because they were clothes that were not only modest but re-
spectful and they spoke of going to meet the Most Special Person.  We would return home from Sunday Mass and 
change into our “play clothes.”  Obviously, I am dating myself, but I think there was a great lesson in that for me.  
Without belaboring the issue, I feel obligated to mention that  regardless of the styles of society, there are certain 
styles that are never acceptable at Mass.  The following is a list of some of the things that I am seeing more fre-
quently that can be disrespectful or immoral.    
 - boys wearing hats during Mass. 
 - pajamas (usually just the bottoms, but sometimes the tops as well) 
 - pants so baggy that they are nearly at the thigh level and boxer undershorts showing. 
 - Tank tops, spaghetti straps, strapless, tube tops (Shoulders and bellies should always be covered!) 
 - Necklines should not be plunging and they should be modest. 
 - Clothes should not be “shrink wrapped” onto a body.  

 - hemlines should be respectable when standing and sitting. 
 - flip-flops are great for the beach but sandals are appropriate for Mass.   
This is not an all inclusive list, but it is some of the most popular trends that are becoming the “norm.”  I am not 
trying to be overly sensitive, but I think that we all could strive to be respectful in the presence of our Blessed Lord 

and one another.   As I always say, modesty is never “out of style.”  Thank you!   Fr. Grassi 

THE EASTER SEASON 
The fifty days from Easter to Pentecost are celebrated in joyful exultation as one feast day, or better, as one “great 
Sunday.”  These above all others are the days for the singing of ALLELUIA.  The days of the Easter octave from the 

“early hours: of this “great Sunday,” with accounts of the Lord who rose early in the morning, and the early preach-
ing of the disciples who were witnesses to His Resurrection. 

BAKE SALE NEXT SUNDAY! 
The society of St. Thomas Women will have a bake sale  
next Sunday, May 25th immediately following the 9 AM 
Mass in Thomas.  Your support is greatly appreciated. 

ATTENTION WOMEN’S GUILD 
The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will be meeting 
immediately after the 11 AM Mass today in the Social 

Hall.  Please come with your ideas! 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         05/25               Addie Buckley & Becca Siler                                 Lukas Thompson                         Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       05/25 - 05/31:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         05/24              Rita Johnson                                                      Kathy Supak                                                                             
         05/25              Titi Ferguson & Mary Sagace                                John Ferguson                            Isaac Quattro 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl 
& Mary Moore, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Judy Gutshall, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and 
Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jack Lambruno, Jo Ann Michael and Vincent and 
Joan Brofka. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

    
   May  19  Monday                  Lois Lamont                      7:15 AM  Thomas                      
   May  20  Tuesday                  Walter Obyc                   5:00  PM  Parsons                                                             
   May  21  Wednesday                               Audrey Meara                 9:00 AM  Parsons 
   May  22 Thursday                                                     Vera Lillian Kucer                                                  5:00 PM  Thomas              
   May  23  Friday                                                           Diana DiBacco                    5:00 PM  Thomas 
   May  24  Saturday                                                Ruth DePollo Schumann                                  9:00 AM  Parsons 
   May  24  SATURDAY VIGIL             *Nicole & Chris Schafer                                              5:00 PM  Thomas        
   May  25  SUNDAY                                                     *Dianne Baker                                       9:00 AM  Thomas 
   May  25  SUNDAY                                                   People of the parish                                                11:00 AM  Parsons                                           

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


