
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER  
 

“When life and family are not treasured and  

preserved in a society, collapse on all fronts 

 is inevitable.” 
 

--Fr. Richard Welch, CSSR, JCD, President of Human Life Inter-
national 

Contributions for  May 18, 2014  
 

St. Thomas:  $1,631.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $563.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of May, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 05/18/14; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 05/11/14 

 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
 

May 26 - MEMORIAL DAY MASS at 9:00 AM at the Mt. Calvary Cemetery. 
June 1 - “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons at Our Lady of Mercy Church. 
June 3 - Society of St. Thomas Women will meet at 7:00 PM in the rectory conference room. 
June 8 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following the 11 AM Mass. 
July 28 - Kennywood trip. 

THOMAS FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking mac n’ cheese. In subse-

quent months we will let you know what items are needed 
and ask your assistance in this need for our community. 

 

SECOND COLLECTION FOR CEMETERY FUND 
There will be a second collection today, Memorial Day 

weekend for the Mt. Calvary Cemetery Fund.  Donations 
will be used to defray the maintenance costs at the cem-
etery.  Special envelopes will be provided.  (Please make 

checks payable to:  Mt Calvary Cemetery Fund.)   

THE EASTER SEASON 
The fifty days from Easter to Pentecost are celebrated in joyful exultation as one feast day, or better, as one “great 
Sunday.”  These above all others are the days for the singing of ALLELUIA.  The days of the Easter octave from the 
“early hours: of this “great Sunday,” with accounts of the Lord who rose early in the morning, and the early preach-
ing of the disciples who were witnesses to His Resurrection. 

BAKE SALE TODAY! 
The society of St. Thomas Women will have a bake sale  
today, Sunday, immediately following the 9 AM Mass in 

Thomas.  Your support is greatly appreciated. 

                           FOOD PANTRY  
Next Sunday we will be gathering food and monetary 
donations at the entrance of the Our Lady of Mercy 

Church. Thank you for supporting our local food pantry. 

 

2014 CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL 
                                      

    St. Thomas……………..$3,935 pledged 
           (Goal: $8,670) 45% of goal met. 

 

   Our Lady of Mercy ….$1,950 pledged 
           (Goal: $2,780) 70% of goal met.  

ANNUAL 2010 CORPORATION MEETING 
All Knights of Columbus members are reminded of this 
important meeting scheduled for Sunday, June 1st at 
2:00 PM at the K of C Community Park in Thomas. 

MEMORIAL DAY 
A Memorial day Mass will be celebrated at Mt. Calvary 
Cemetery on Monday, May 26th at 9:00 AM.  Please join 
us in honoring our deceased Veterans and loved ones. 



 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of May, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those 
 serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

The Mouth as a Lethal Weapon 
We have all done it--said too much or said the wrong thing and regretted it later.  Too often, opening our mouths releases gossip, 
complaints, or destructive words.  Our tongue is a concealed weapon—the most lethal. “Do not fear those who kill the body but are 
unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”  (Matt 10:28).  A gun or knife can 
wound the body, but inflicts no damage on the soul, yet the tongue can mortally wound it. 

In theory, it would seem easy to control our tongue. It’s small and even can be kept locked up simply by shutting our 
mouths.  Yet, for something that weighs so little, it so often weighs us down in sin. 
  Talking is one of those things that we should quit while we are ahead. “In a multitude of words, sin is not lack-
ing” (Proverbs 10:19).  I am often guilty of this so I am not pointing fingers. I think women are especially vulnerable because we 
tend to be sociable and innately talk more than men—not that men can’t also wag a mean tongue. 

Our tongues often seem to have a mind of their own and before we know it, we’ve blurted out too much information or 
something better left unsaid. Sometimes we mask gossip as concern—I’m really worried about her…. or excuse it as a need to vent 
or confide in someone.  In reality, speaking poorly of someone disrespects their human dignity.  
            And yet, in the confessional, we need to acknowledge that we have sinned.  I’ve heard some people say that as long as it’s 
true, it’s not really gossip. Or others know about it anyways, so it’s okay to repeat. But God reads what is in our hearts. If we do 
not have a valid reason to let someone know about something—information that they need to know to prevent a problem—then 
spreading scandal or reporting on bad behavior is simply not our God-given task.  For me, I use the standard that if I won’t say it 
in front of the person or want them to know I said it, then I should not say it at all. Or, consider if you would mind if someone was 
speaking the same way about you, would you mind? 
The Power of Words:  Here are some common ways that our words get us into trouble. 
* Detraction – repeating something true without a good reason (Sirach 21). 
* Racial jokes that encourage hatred or sexual jokes which use impurity for entertainment (Ephesians 5:3-4). 
*Calumny – talking about someone’s faults. "Do not judge, and you will not be judged; and do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned…” (Luke 6:37). 
*Sarcasm--a way to put others down and disguise it as humor. 
*Arguing – speaking nasty or using biting remarks 
*Criticizing –constant complaining and scolding to vent rather than desire to help another out of love. (Proverbs 21:9). 
*Breaking confidences – “Don’t tell anyone else, but…..” (Proverbs 11:13) 
*Listening to the words of others can be wrong. “An evildoer listens to wicked lips; a liar pays attention to a destructive 
tongue”(Prov.17:4). 
            God gave us the gift of speech. We use it to praise and glorify him. Our words can evangelize and lift others up in spirit. 
But talking can also be a waste of time, empty, frivolous, and gossipy.  It can take time away from our family, prayer or tasks we 
should be tending to. 

Instead of talking to God, we often seek comfort through venting and say things against people that should be left un-
spoken.  And once it’s out of our mouth, even trying to take it back does not completely undo bad impressions of those we’ve spo-
ken about and how it reflects on our own character. Through our excessive talking we are also often on the receiving end of listen-
ing to gossip and the business of others. 

Like any addiction—and talking is an addiction—it’s a day-by-day, ongoing task not to overindulge. For many, the first 
step is to recognize the times we let words lead to sin. This might mean asking God to reveal these times and asking him to help 
us use our speech appropriately.  Many years ago, I had to confront one of the ways I was working to help support our family. I 
was writing articles for "The National Enquirer"--a tabloid newspaper that thrives on gossip and detraction. As I grew deeper in my 
faith and sought to live consistent with Catholic teachings, I decided to walk away from the money to save my soul. In God's Divine 
Providence, a better job fell into my lap. 
               Another way to stop misusing our speech is to avoid situations that often lead to gossip. Going out for coffee, talking on 
the phone too long, and other socializing occasions might be the times we are most guilty of using our tongue as a weapon.  Avoid 
these situations altogether or cut them short. If those around us begin to gossip, counteract by saying something positive or laying 
it on the line:  “I’m really trying to stay away from gossip,” then change the subject.  We can also pray for the gift of silence to St. 
Raymond Nonnatus a patron saint against gossip and sins of the tongue. He was a priest in Spain during the Eleventh Century.  
When Saint Raymond gave himself in ransom for prisoners in Algiers, his lips were pierced with a red-hot iron and closed with a 
padlock to prevent him from preaching Christ.   
 Through confession, our sins of the tongue will be absolved and we will receive graces to avoid them in the future.  If 
additional incentive is needed, here is thought to keep in mind: It is better to remain silent and let people think you are dumb than 
to open your mouth and remove all doubt. 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12671b.htm


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         06/01               Kaylee DiBacco & Dee Oldaker                             Tom Gutshall                              Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       05/25 - 05/31:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         05/31              Kathy & Pat Kotten                                             Nancy Zizunas                                                                              
         06/01              Betty Woods & Summer Snyder                           Diane Rader                                Wesley Snyder 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl 
& Mary Moore, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Judy Gutshall, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and 
Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jack Lambruno, Jo Ann Michael and Vincent and 
Joan Brofka. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

    
   May  26  Monday (Memorial Day)              All deceased souls                                              9:00 AM  CEMETERY                      
   May  27  Tuesday                    Sam Gelfond                    5:00  PM    Thomas                                                             
   May  28  Wednesday                          Ruth DePollo Schumann               9:00 AM  Parsons 
   May  29 Thursday                                                         Martha Nichols                                                5:00 PM  Thomas              
   May  30  Friday                                                    *Chris & Christy Johnson              5:00 PM  Thomas 
   May  31  Saturday                                                        Ray Underwood                                       9:00 AM  Parsons 
   May  31  SATURDAY VIGIL                    *Sandra Faratto                                                5:00 PM  Thomas        
   June  01  SUNDAY                                                       Fr. Lino Ebejer                                     9:00 AM  Thomas 
   June  01  SUNDAY                                                    People of the Parish                                              11:00 AM  Parsons                                           

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


