
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER  
"The state could have been concerned about rendering 
society callous to infanticide ... the horror of seeing a 

live human creature outside the womb dismem-
bered.  Can't that be a valid societal interest?" 

 

--Justice Antonin Scalia, in regard to  

partial-birth abortion 

Contributions for  May 25, 2014  
 

St. Thomas:  $2444.11 
Annual Cemetery Collection:  $1,258.00  THANK YOU!! 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $797.50 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of June, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 06/15/14; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 06/08/14 

 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
 

June 1 - “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons at Our Lady of Mercy Church. 
June 3 - Society of St. Thomas Women will meet at 7:00 PM in the rectory conference room. 
June 8 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following the 11 AM Mass. 
June 8 - Peter’s Pence second collection. 
July 28 - Kennywood trip. 

THOMAS FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking canned peaches. In subse-

quent months we will let you know what items are needed 
and ask your assistance in this need for our community. 

 

THANK YOU LADIES!!! 
The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild yard/bake/hotdog 
sale was a smashing success!!!  We would like to thank 

everyone who donated items to the yard sale and donat-
ed the delicious baked goods to our bake sale.    We 

also appreciate all of the help!  Thank you so much! 

THE EASTER SEASON 
Pentecost, next Sunday brings an end to the Easter 

Season.  We will joyfully sing the ALLELUIA as we end 
Mass to acknowledge the Holy Spirit on fire in each of 

us to keep the spirit of Easter in our hearts!  

 

+  +  + FIRST FRIDAY + + + 
Mass will be held at Cortland Acres at 1:00 PM.  Adora-
tion will be held at 5:00 PM, followed by Benediction 

and Mass at 6:00 PM at St. Thomas Church.   

FATHER’S DAY MASS INTENTIONS 
Please submit the names of living and deceased father’s 

that you would like included on the altar on Father’s 
Day.  As a way to remember our living father’s, cards 
can be found in the back of both churches for only $2.   

 

2014 CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL 
                                      

    St. Thomas……………..$4,235 pledged 
           (Goal: $8,670) 49% of goal met. 

 

   Our Lady of Mercy ….$1,950 pledged 
           (Goal: $2,780) 70% of goal met.  

ANNUAL 2010 CORPORATION MEETING 
All Knights of Columbus members are reminded of this 
important meeting scheduled for today, June 1st at 
2:00 PM at the K of C Community Park in Thomas. 

WITH MUCH APPRECIATION! 
The Society of St. Thomas Women would like to thank 
all of those ladies who baked so many delicious items for 
our bake sale, and those who helped set-up and sell. 

FOOD PANTRY  
We will be gathering food and monetary donations today 
at the entrance of the Our Lady of Mercy Church. Thank 

you for supporting our local food pantry. 



 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of June, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all 
those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to 

the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

Come Holy Spirit, Give Us Chastity  by:  Colleen Smith 
In our fallen world, no virtue is more detested than chastity. The secular world often praises the virtues of 

generosity, kindness, and patience – people who possess these virtues are “good people.” Chastity, however, is 

completely overlooked as a virtue, and is often simply mocked as something old-fashioned and fuddy-duddy during 
our “enlightened” age. The incredibly popular pastimes of pornography, contraception, premarital sex, crude TV 
shows – all of these are diametrically opposed to the virtue of chastity. These have led to greater evils in the world, 
such as abortion, human trafficking, and the AIDS epidemic. Our modern culture’s message of “Have fun and do 
what you want!” has had dire consequences. But in her wisdom, the Church continues to present to us the virtue of 
chastity: not as an outdated ideal, but as a loving, positive command to protect us from harm. 

Chastity is the “virtue that moderates the desire for sexual pleasure according to the principles of faith and 
right reason.” Note that chastity is NOT synonymous with abstinence. Abstinence is refraining from partaking in sex-
ual pleasure altogether; while it can be virtuous, depending on our state in life, it is not a virtue in itself. One who is 
practicing abstinence is not necessarily growing in chastity; chastity is purity in thought, word, and deed, and absti-
nence only concerns itself with the “deed” portion of that. 

Our Lady of Fatima said that more souls go to hell for sins of the flesh (sins of impurity) than any other 
sins. Yet our culture is saturated in them! One cannot go to the mall without seeing a provocative poster, watch a 
football game that does not have a racy commercial, or listen to a radio program without crudity. The HHS mandate 
is purely an issue of whether or not Christian taxpayers should have to pay for the consequences of others’ unchaste 
behavior. Pornography revenues in the U.S. each year are more than the combined salaries of ALL professional foot-
ball, soccer, and baseball players. The vice of impurity abounds, and so we should cultivate the virtue of chastity in 
our lives. 
 
How can we grow in the virtue of chastity? 
1. Prayer. We cannot resist temptation without God’s help. A popular devotion that has been promoted by numerous 
saints, including St. Anthony of Padua and St. Alphonsus, is the devotion of 3 Hail Marys for purity. The devotion is 
incredibly simple – pray 3 Hail Marys each morning and night, followed by “O my Mother, preserve me from mortal 
sin during this day/night.” In the words of St. Alphonsus, “A devout servant of Mary shall never perish.”  
2. Avoid Occasions of Sin. If we frequently find ourselves falling after spending time with certain friends,watching 

certain movies, visiting certain websites, we have a moral duty to avoid them. When we pray the Act of Contrition, 
we firmly resolve to “avoid the near occasion of sin”, because willingly putting ourselves in a bad situation can be 
sinful in itself.   
3. Observe the Principles of Chastity Based On Your State in Life. Chastity looks slightly different for singles, married, 
and religious. 
If you are single and have a vocation to marriage, consider following principles of courtship. If a couple finds them-
selves being unchaste, they should discuss it honestly and set some specific ground rules. If you are called to mar-
riage, you are called to help each other get to heaven, and the best time to start is before the marriage begins.  For 
married couples, the main focus of chastity is being open to life and not using each other purely for pleasure (no 
contraception or sterilization), as well as not seeking sexual pleasure outside the marriage act.  
4. Persevere. If you find yourself falling frequently, do not get discouraged. Like any virtue, it takes time to build up 
our “spiritual muscles”. Beg Christ to heal you as he healed the woman caught in adultery and St. Mary Magdalene; 
go to confession, start again. No matter what your sins, you will receive forgiveness if you ask, and God will pour 
into you soul the grace to resist temptation.  “Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is out-
side the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body. Or do you not know that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a 
price. So glorify God in your body.” – 1 Corinthians 6:18-20 

http://www.courtshipnow.com/courtship.html


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         06/08               Miranda & Emily Siler                                          Joanne Sikarskie                          Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       06/01 - 06/07:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         06/07              Kathy Supak                                                       Beth Spencer                                                                              
         06/08              Brittany Snyder & Titi Ferguson                            Summer Snyder                          Nathaniel Rader 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl & Mary Moore, 
Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Judy Gutshall, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, 
Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jack Lambruno, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Shari Burns and 
Vincent and Joan Brofka. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

   June  02  Monday                                                       Andrew DiBacco                                                     7:15 AM  Thomas                      
   June  03  Tuesday                 Edward Ambrose                           5:00 PM  Thomas                                                             
   June  04  Wednesday                         Poor Souls in Purgatory                                             9:00 AM  Parsons 
   June  05  Thursday                                                       Martha Nichols                                                     5:00 PM  Thomas              
   June  06  First Friday                                                  Jacob Jorishie                                                       1:00 PM  Crt. Acr. 
   June  06  First Friday                                       ADORATION & BENEDICTION                   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   June  06  First Friday                                                    Lois Lamont     6:00 PM  Thomas 
   June  07  First Saturday                                           Victoria Kaczmarek                                                  9:00 AM  Parsons 
   June  07  SATURDAY VIGIL                   Marguerite Zizunas                                                 5:00 PM  Thomas        
   June  08  SUNDAY                                                        Theresa Cook                                                     9:00 AM  Thomas 
   June  08  SUNDAY                                                    People of the Parish                                                  11:00 AM  Parsons                                           

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


