
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER  
"In Illinois a pregnant woman who takes an illegal drug 
can be prosecuted for 'delivering a controlled substance 
to a minor.' This is an explicit recognition that the un-
born is a person with rights of her own.  But that same 
woman who is prosecuted and jailed for endangering 

her child is perfectly free to abort her child.  In America 
today, it is illegal to harm your preborn child, but it is 
perfectly legal to kill him."  --Randy Alcorn, Pro Life 

Answers to Pro Choice Arguments 

Contributions for  June 8, 2014  
 

St. Thomas:  $1572.14 
Peters’s Pence Collection:  272.37 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $735.06 
Peter’s Pence Collection:  152.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of June, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 06/15/14; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 06/08/14 

 

 
(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
 

June 26 - 4th Degree Knights of Columbus Meeting in Parsons at 7:00 PM. 
July 20 - Communications—Diocesan second collection. 
July 28 - Kennywood trip. 

THOMAS FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking canned peaches. In subse-

quent months we will let you know what items are needed 
and ask your assistance in this need for our community. 

  CONSECRATION OF THE PARISH  
The feast of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus falls on Friday June 27th and the feast of 
the Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary falls on Saturday June 28th.  As is 
our custom every year, we will be consecrating St. Thomas Aquinas and Our Lady of 
Mercy Parish to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and the Sacred Heart of Jesus immedi-
ately following our weekend Masses on June 28th and 29th. (In preparation for this, 

please recite the litanies of the Sacred Heart and the Blessed Virgin Mary) 

 

2014 CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL 
                                      

    St. Thomas……………..$4,476 pledged 
           (Goal: $8,670) 52% of goal met. 

 

   Our Lady of Mercy ….$3,070 pledged 
           (Goal: $2,780) 110% of goal met.  

 

**PLEASE NOTE** 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
 

The  Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting has 
been rescheduled for Sunday, June 22nd immediately 

following the 11 AM Mass.   

                                             
To honor all the Father’s of our Parish, we will have a Father’s day break-
fast immediately following the 9:00 AM Mass at St. Thomas and a picnic 

immediately after the 11:00 AM Mass in Parsons at Mill Race Park.  All 
are invited to attend one or both of these special events. 
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of June, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in our  armed  
forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

Nothing Can Separate 
From her bedroom window, Rebecca eyed the children playing in the snow enviously. How she longed to play with them! 

“Now, Rebecca,” she remembered her father telling her that morning. “You can’t play in the snow today.” 
“Why not, Father?” Rebecca had asked. Every day, the neighborhood children gathered at a park just behind Rebecca’s house. 

“Just trust me, Rebecca. It’s not what’s best for you today,” her father had replied. 
At the time, Rebecca had responded by kissing her father on his cheek and assuring him that she would stay inside and read. 

But now she was having second thoughts. 
It is beautiful outside, she thought to herself. It was true: the sun was shining brilliantly. Why wouldn’t her father let her go 

play? Why should she have to miss out on all the fun? 
When a snowball exploded just outside her window, Rebecca decided she couldn’t stand it any longer. She simply had to go 

join the others! 
Leaving her book on the table, Rebecca slipped outside. She tried to tell herself she was having a good time, but all the while 

her heart felt uncomfortable. She kept looking this way and that, fearful lest her father see her. 
After a few hours, Rebecca finally said her goodbyes and headed back towards the house. She wanted to be safely lodged in 

her room before her father came home. 
Intent on getting to her room as quickly as possible, Rebecca didn’t see the mitten someone had left on the stairs until her 

foot slipped on it. Next thing she knew, she had fallen several stairs. To her horror, she noticed that she had hit her father’s 
favorite picture when she fell! A huge gash ran along the front of the picture. 

Normally, Rebecca would have hurried immediately to her father after such a fall so he could doctor her up and make her feel 
better. But not this time. How could she face her father right now? She had disobeyed him and ruined his favorite picture! 

Biting her lips to keep from crying out, Rebecca grabbed the ruined picture and hobbled to her room. 
For the remainder of the day, she lay in agony. Her body ached from the bruises she received on her fall. But her heart—ah, 

that ached worse of all! She felt certain that her father would no longer love her. She had messed up in the past, but surely 
this time she had gone too far! He would probably never want to speak to her again. How could he still love her? 

She sobbed uncontrollably on her pillow. She had always been close to her father. They had played and studied together. 
They had laughed and cried together. But not now. No, she felt certain that all those wonderful times were over. 

Who knows how long she would have lain thus had not her nanny come in to check on her. Rebecca’s nanny had a way about 
her of finding out exactly what was wrong and offering solid, wise counsel. Tonight was no exception. 

“Rebecca, dear,” she said firmly, but gently. “You’ve been very wrong. But you must not continue in your wrongness by sitting 
here. You must go to your father with the broken picture in your hand and tell him everything.” 

“Oh, but I can’t! I’m not worthy of His love!” Rebecca sobbed. 
Her nanny sighed patiently. “You were no more worthy of it yesterday than today, child. Your father loves you because you’re 

his daughter, not because of anything you do or don’t do. Hasn’t he told you everyday since you were a little girl, ‘I love you’? 
Do you doubt his word? Do you really think his love is dependent on you?” 

Doubt his word—that was an angle Rebecca had never thought of before. Maybe she should go see her father…yes, she must 
go see him, for if she didn’t, she’d never be able to rest. 

So, still shaking and trembling with fear, Rebecca limped down the hall to the living room. She paused at the doorway. Her 
father was sitting in his favorite chair, just like he did every night. He looked up when she entered, and a smile radiating with 

love illuminated his face. 
“Ah, you’ve come at last! I’ve been waiting. Come, sit here on my lap.” As he spoke, he opened his arms widely. 

Rebecca couldn’t stand it. “Oh, you don’t understand, Father! You can’t love me anymore. I’ve been terribly wicked and-” Re-
becca held up the picture frame for her father to see. 

“I know, Rebecca—more than you think. I watched you go outside. I watched you fall and hit the picture frame. I saw it all.” 
“You did?” Rebecca was flabbergasted. “But-but weren’t you at work?” 
Her father shook his head. “I took the day off to spend some special time with you. That’s why I told you not to go outside to 

play. Ever since I saw you fall, I’ve been longing for you to come to me so I could bandage your wounds and help you. Won’t 
you come now?” 

Rebecca could hardly believe her ears. Her father had planned to spend the afternoon with her…and she had missed it. Oh, 
what foolishness! Yet her father knew it all…and loved her anyway. Could it be? “But, Father, how can you love me now?” 

Rebecca’s father smiled a smile she would never forget. “Rebecca, dear, I loved you before you were born. You’re my daugh-
ter. And I will always love you. Although sometimes your actions will result in consequences you could have avoided, nothing 

can ever separate you from my love. Now won’t you come and let me help you with those bruises?” 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         06/15               Ariona Plumley & Kaylee DiBacco                         Betty Jane DiBaco                        Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       06/15 - 06/21:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         06/21              Kathy & Pat Kotten                                              Beth Spencer                                                                              
         06/22              Brittany & Summer Snyder                                   Michelle Snyder                          Wesley Snyder 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl & Mary Moore, 
Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Judy Gutshall, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, 
Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jack Lambruno, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Shari Burns and 
Vincent and Joan Brofka. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
The Most Holy Trinity 

 

   June  16  Monday                                                           NO MASS                                                 -                      
   June  17  Tuesday                     NO MASS                                  -                                            
   June  18  Wednesday                         NO MASS                                                 - 
   June  19  Thursday                                                         NO MASS                                                 -              
   June  20  Friday                                                            NO MASS         - 
   June  21  First Saturday                                                NO MASS                                                - 
   June  21  SATURDAY VIGIL                   *John Johnson (living)                                  5:00 PM  Thomas        
   June  22  SUNDAY                                                      Sarah Ragona                                            9:00 AM  Thomas 
   June  22  SUNDAY                                                  People of the Parish                                        11:00 AM  Parsons                                           

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


