
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER  
"In this context the temptation grows to have recourse 

to euthanasia, that is, to take control of death and bring 

it before its time, 'gently' ending one’s own life or the 
life of others.  In reality, what might seem logical and 
humane, when looked at more closely is seen to be 

senseless and inhumane.  Here we are faced with one of 
the more alarming symptoms of the 'culture of death'." 

--Pope John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae  

Contributions for  June 22, 2014  
St. Thomas:  $1,463.06 

Mission Collection:  $1,389.00 

Our Lady of Mercy:  $653.50  
Mission Collection:  $274.00  

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of June, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 06/15/14; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 06/08/14 

 

 
(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
July 02 - Society of St. Thomas Women will meet at 7:00 PM in the Rectory Conference room. 
July 06 - Ask Father immediately following the 11:00 AM  Mass in Parsons. 
July 20 - Communications—Diocesan second collection. 
July 28 - Kennywood trip. 

THOMAS FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking canned peaches. In subse-

quent months we will let you know what items are needed 
and ask your assistance in this need for our community. 

  CONSECRATION OF THE PARISH  
The feast of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus falls on Friday June 27th and the feast of the Im-
maculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary falls on Saturday June 28th.  As is our custom every 
year, we will be consecrating St. Thomas Aquinas and Our Lady of Mercy Parish to the Immac-
ulate Heart of Mary and the Sacred Heart of Jesus immediately following our weekend Masses 

on June 28th and 29th. (In preparation for this, please recite the litanies of the Sacred Heart 
and the Blessed Virgin Mary) 

 

2014 CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL 
                                      

    St. Thomas……………..$4,476 pledged 
           (Goal: $8,670) 52% of goal met. 

 

   Our Lady of Mercy ….$3,070 pledged 
           (Goal: $2,780) 110% of goal met.  

 

FIRST FRIDAY & FIRST SATURDAY 
All are reminded that First Friday will begin with Mass at 
Cortland Acres at 1:00 PM, adoration at 5:00 PM followed 

by Benediction and Mass at 6:00 PM at Our Lady of Mer-
cy Church in Parsons.  A First Saturday Mass will be held 

at 9:00 AM also in Parsons. 

MOUNTAINEER DAYS! 
WALK AND ROLL “FOR LIFE!”:  This is a 1K or 2K walk or roll in a stroller, wheel chair or bike.  The non-

competitive ‘walk and run’ will start with registration at 8:30 AM on Saturday, July 5th (Mountaineer Days) at the 
Miners and Merchants Bank parking lot.  Registration fee is by donation.  All parishioners are encouraged to walk 
and support the cause.   The “Walk and Roll for Life” will benefit the Central WV Center for Pregnancy Care Fund 
directed by the Tucker Community Foundation.  The pregnancy care centers strive to assist mothers and babies in 
our area.  Please partner with us to provide these community services.   
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS:  Come and support the Knights of Columbus food booth on July 5th during Moun-
taineer days.  They will be selling their delicious Italian Sausage and pulled pork barbecue sandwiches.  Proceeds 
will go to youth activities and the Knights of Columbus community park.  All Knights are encouraged to come and 
help.   
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of June, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in our  armed  
forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

THE AUTHENTIC TRANSFORMATION OF “USELESS” HUMAN SUFFERING 
FATHER TADEUSZ PACHOLCZYK 

     Human beings naturally recoil at the prospect of pain and suffering. 
     When a sharp object pokes us, we instinctively pull away. When the unpleasant neighbor comes up on caller ID, we 
recoil from answering the phone. Our initial response is to avoid noxious stimuli and pain, similar to most animals. 
Yet when dealing with painful or unpleasant situations, we can also respond deliberately and in ways that radically differen-
tiate us from the rest of the animal kingdom. 
     We can choose, for example, to confront and endure our pain for higher reasons. We know that a needle will hurt, but 
we decide to hold our arm still when getting an injection because our powers of reason tell us it will improve our health. We 
know the pain of talking to our difficult neighbor, but we figure that we should rise to the challenge and do it anyway, at-
tempting to build peace in the neighborhood. 
     We can also approach our pain and suffering in unreasonable ways, driven by worry and fear. When we suffer from a 
difficult relationship, we can turn to drugs, alcohol or binge-eating. When we suffer from the thought of continuing a preg-
nancy, we can terminate it by taking the life of our son or daughter by abortion. When we suffer from the pain of cancer, 
we can short-circuit everything by physician-assisted suicide. 
How we decide to respond to suffering, whether rationally or irrationally, is one of the most important human choices we 
make. For many in our society, suffering has become a singular evil to be avoided at all costs, leading to many irrational 
and destructive decisions. 
     While physical pain is widespread in the animal world, the real difference for human beings is that we know we are suf-
fering and we wonder why; and we suffer in an even deeper way if we fail to find a satisfactory answer. We need to know 
whether our suffering has meaning. From our hospital bed or wheelchair, we can hardly avoid the piercing question of 
"why," as grave sickness and weakness make us feel useless and even burdensome to others. In the final analysis, howev-
er, no suffering is "useless," though a great deal of suffering is lost or wasted because it is rejected by us, and we fail to 
accept its deeper meaning. Pope John Paul II often remarked that the answer to the question of the meaning of suffering 
has been given by God to man in the Cross of Jesus Christ. 
     In the field of Catholic healthcare, the question of suffering arises with regularity, and while the dedicated practice of 
medicine strives to lessen suffering and pain, it can never completely eliminate it. The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
in an important document called the Ethical and Religious Directives for Catholic Health Care Services, reminds us that 
"patients experiencing suffering that cannot be alleviated should be helped to appreciate the Christian understanding of 
redemptive suffering." 
     The very concept of "redemptive suffering" suggests that there is much more to human suffering than meets the eye, 
and that it is not simply an unmitigated evil from which we should instinctively flee. Rather, it is a mysterious force that can 
mold us in important ways and mature us, a force we ought to learn to work with and accept as part of our human journey 
and destiny. 
     Each of us, in our pain and suffering, can become a sharer in the redemptive suffering of Christ. As children, we may 
have been taught those famous three words by our parents when pain and suffering would come our way: "Offer it up!" 
Those simple words served to remind us how our sufferings can benefit not only ourselves, but those around us in the mys-
tery of our human communion with them. When we are immobilized in our hospital bed, we become like Christ, immobilized 
on the wood of the Cross, and powerful redemptive moments open before us, if we accept and embrace our own situation 
in union with Him. 
     Because of the personal love of the Lord towards us, we can in fact make a very real addition to His plan of salvation by 

uniting our sufferings to His saving Cross, just as a little child can make a very real addition to the construction of her moth-

er's cake when she lovingly allows her to add the eggs, flour, and salt. While the mother could do it all unaided, the child’s 

addition is real and meaningful, as the love of the mother meets the cooperation of the child to create something new and 

wonderful. In the same way, God permits our sufferings, offered up, to make an indelible mark in His work of Salvation. 

This transformation of the "uselessness" of our suffering into something profoundly meaningful serves as a source of spritu-

al joy to those who enter into it. For those who are in Christ, suffering and death represent the birth pangs of a new and 

redeemed creation. Our sufferings, while never desirable in themselves, always point towards transcendent possibilities 

when we do not flee from them in fear. 

http://www.usccb.org/bishops/directives.shtml


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         07/06               Miranda & Emily Siler                                          Fred Sikarskie                              Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       06/29 - 07/05:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         07/05             Pat & Kathy Kotten                                              Beth Spencer                                                    
         07/06             Brittany & Summer Snyder                                   Diane Rader                           Nathaniel Rader 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl & Mary Moore, 
Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Judy Gutshall, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, 
Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jack Lambruno, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Shari Burns and 
Vincent and Joan Brofka. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles 

   June  30  Monday                                                      Leonard Teranto                   7:15 AM  Thomas                    
   July   01  Tuesday                 Patrick Flanagan              5:00 PM  Thomas                                                
   July   02  Wednesday                         Poor Souls in Purgatory              9:00 AM  Parsons 
   July   03  Thursday                                                      Susan Saboites              5:00 PM  Thomas                     
   July   04  First Friday                                                  Henry Dembski              1:00 PM  Cort. Acr. 
   July   04  First Friday                                         ADORATION & BENEDICTION                                    5:00 PM  Parsons 
   July   04  First Friday                                                   Jane Jorishie                6:00 PM  Parsons          
   July   05  First Saturday                                               Andrew Bluj                                                     9:00 AM  Parsons 
   July   05  SATURDAY VIGIL                    Martha Nichols                                                   5:00 PM  Thomas        
   July   06  SUNDAY                                                  People of the Parish                                               9:00 AM  Thomas 
   July   06  SUNDAY                                                         Doris M. Silk                                                    11:00 AM  Parsons                                           

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


