
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER  
"Human rights are not a privilege conferred by gov-

ernment.  They are every human being’s entitlement 
by virtue of his humanity.  The right to life does not 

depend, and must not be contingent, on the pleasure 

of anyone else, not even a parent or sovereign… you 
must weep that your own government, at present, 

seems blind to this truth." -Mother Teresa of Calcutta 

Contributions for  June 29, 2014  
St. Thomas:  $2,360.10 

 

Our Lady of Mercy:  $782.00  

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of July, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 07/20/14; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 07/13/14 

 

 
(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
July 06 - Ask Father immediately following the 11:00 AM  Mass in Parsons. 
July 9 - Knights of Columbus Meeting at 7PM in Thomas. 
July 16 - American Mountain Theater.   
July 20 - Communications—Diocesan second collection. 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking aux gratin potatoes. In sub-

sequent months we will let you know what items are 
needed and ask your assistance in this need for our com-

AMERICAN MOUNTAIN THEATER 

If anyone would like to go to see the show on 
Wednesday, July 16, please sign up on the sheet 

in the back of the church.  The cost is dependent 
upon the size of our group.  If we have more than 

12, we get the group rate of $22.00 per person.  

We can decide if anyone would like to go to  
dinner first. 

 

2014 CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL 
                                      

    St. Thomas……………..$4,476 pledged 
           (Goal: $8,670) 52% of goal met. 

 

   Our Lady of Mercy ….$3,070 pledged 
           (Goal: $2,780) 110% of goal met.  

ANYONE INTERESTED IN KENNYWOOD? 

Once again this year we will take a bus to Kennywood on 
Monday, July 28.  Thanks to the Knights of Columbus, 

there is no cost for transportation and all the youth ad-
mission is free.  Any adults are asked to pay the admis-

sion fee of $28.00.  There will be the usual breakfast 
treats on the bus and lunch will be provided upon arrival 

at the park.  All those who want to attend please sign up 
on the sheet in the back of the church by July 20. 

 

EUCHARISTIC MARRIAGE:  FAITH AND FUN IN THE MOUNTAINS!  
 

This is a weekend for all married couples – regardless of how long you have been married! Please join us for a 
weekend of fun options such as barbecue, hiking, swimming, horseback riding, sitting on the patio, taking a leisurely 
walk, fishing, zip-lining, and more at Bishop Hodges Pastoral Center, Huttonsville WV. Presentations on the Sacra-
ments of Marriage and Eucharist will be given with time for individual reflection and relaxation. If you’ve been 

saying you need a weekend away from it all – this is the weekend for you! Registration and more infor-
mation can be found at www.wvmarriage.org/faithandfun or by contacting Rebecca Royse, Coordinator of Marriage 
and Family Life at (304) 233 – 0880 x333 or rroyse@dwc.org.  Feel free to call the Rectory with questions!   

                     HAPPY 4TH OF JULY  
     We would like to wish everyone a very happy 
4th of July weekend!  Once again this year we will 

take up a special collection for our building 
fund to continue to maintain and refurbish our 

properties.  Envelopes will be placed in the pews. 

http://www.wvmarriage.org/faithandfun
mailto:rroyse@dwc.org


As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of July, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in our  armed  
forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

AFFECTING CULTURE THROUGH TELEVISION  By Gigi Cherian 
 

As a young elementary school-aged girl, I remember coming home and sitting for hours before the TV watching soap 
operas like “General Hospital.”  The soap opera had been on air since 1963 and since then the American - and even-

tually worldwide - public has been exposed to characters who have not only experienced births and deaths, but the 
full range of emotions and experiences in between: from rape, miscarriage, guilty accusations, to adoptions, terminal 
illnesses, marriages, divorces and so much more.  For the past fifty years, soap operas like this one has had an ef-
fect - positive or negative, subconscious or profound - on the lives of several generations of television viewers.  And 
joining “General Hospital” are dozens of other daytime soap operas, prime time soap operas, comedies, dramas, 
reality shows, talk shows, and much, much more.  Like my own home, each of these shows were welcomed into the 
living room, placed before the wide eyes of children, and used as accompaniment during dinner time and play time.  
Families get caught up in the lives of characters, sympathizing with them or maybe becoming angry at them.  In this 
social media age, Tweets and Facebook posts fly across the Internet in quick succession during every scene of the 
more popular shows.  In the United States prior to the 1980s, same-sex attraction (SSA) was often a hushed secret 
in affected families.  Prior to that decade, films that addressed it on a large scale often showed the many negative 
effects of trying to live a life with SSA.  But the 1980s ushered in a very public focus on those with SSA.  The HIV/
AIDS epidemic which exploded in the 1980s and still continues today, exposed the cases of thousands of SSA individ-
uals who were affected by the HIV or AIDS.  During the early days of the epidemic, too many of our brothers - and 
sisters too - in Christ died from this deadly disease.  Soon films began to emerge on the small and big screen with 
SSA characters, showing both their humanity and how they were abused by those who were not like them.  Innu-
merable articles and books began being published about the normalcy of the lives of SSA individuals.  And then came 
the first openly SSA character within a television show.  I can remember being in high school, and the show was 
highlighted in all the newspapers, magazines and TV programs.  Not too long after that, there followed a string of 
television shows with SSA characters.  If we look at the three major networks in the United States today, each one 
features shows that have SSA characters with major roles - even those who are lead characters - with show titles 
that call the families showcased “normal” or “modern.”  Today, every major network broadcasts shows with teenag-
ers engaging in underage drinking, unchaste exposure of their body, mutilation of their body through piercings or 
tattoos, and the pursuit of sexual adventure with individuals of both sexes.  Many shows have a divorced character, 

or a character engaging in an affair.  Many shows offer inept parents and mature children.  Many highlight manipula-
tion as acceptable and secrecy as necessary.  More and more shows offer abortion as a justifiable option in pregnan-
cies.  And many feature Christian characters as unknowledgeable, uncool, and unmodern.  I have come to under-
stand that the effects of these ‘teachings’ of secular media have had an extended effect on individuals and on society 
at-large, most clearly evidenced with the shift in the definition of marriage in the past few years.  More and more 
states are allowing for the “right” of SSA individuals to marry.  Each state that edits its definition of marriage does so 
because the public believes what secular media has professed through television or the press for the past several 
decades.  But as much as television shows offer viewers, there is one thing each fails to showcase:  God and His 
teachings.  If sin is highlighted and applauded through the shows which we watch with our families and are shown 
to be a justifiable path, then this can only be done if God is either removed from our path, or our understanding of 
God is adjusted to fit the path of sin.  As Catholics, we have been given the Commandments, the pathways to life in 
the Old and New Testaments, the teachings of Jesus Christ, and the many divinely-inspired texts of Saints, religious, 
and lay Catholics.  As Catholics, in every moment of our being, in every breath we take, God is before us, behind us, 
and beside us.  His Word does not cease to exist because sin is enacted by a lovable character.  Christianity has al-
ways proclaimed the humanity of each individual but has always condoned the acts of sin, because sin begets sin.  If 
“marriage” between SSA individuals is acceptable, then it can and has opened the doors for polygamous couples to 
seek “marriage.”  If abortion is justifiable for a woman who chooses it because pregnancy is incompatible with her 
lifestyle, then our voices become mute when a woman chooses it to kill a girl child.  A life of sin is a life that makes 
no room for God.  So when you turn on the television in your home, sit and watch carefully, and see where God is.  
If He is not on the screen in front of you, then maybe it is time to switch the channel. 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         07/13               Lillian Plumley & Kaylee DiBacco                          Lukas Thompson                         Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       07/06 - 07/12:  Pat Usnik & Christine Rosenau 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         07/12             Pat & Kathy Kotten                                              Kathy Supak                                           
         07/13             Titi Ferguson                                                      Summer Snyder                           Wesley Snyder 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl & Mary Moore, 
Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Judy Gutshall, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, 
Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jack Lambruno, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Shari Burns and 
Vincent and Joan Brofka. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
14th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

   July   07  Monday                                 Alice Lohr                           7:15 AM  Thomas                    
   July   08  Tuesday       Eli Botizan                          5:00 PM  Thomas                                                
   July   09  Wednesday            Martha Kochenderfer                               9:00 AM  Parsons 
   July   10  Thursday                                                Lil Lambruno Boccardi                                5:00 PM  Thomas                     
   July   11  Friday                          *50th Anniv. of  Lyons’ and Bernardi’s                    5:00 PM  Thomas          
   July   12  Saturday                                           Mary Botizan                                      9:00 AM  Parsons 
   July   12  SATURDAY VIGIL                  Dorothy L. Lynch                           5:00 PM  Thomas        
   July   13  SUNDAY                                       People of the Parish                           9:00 AM  Thomas 
   July   13  SUNDAY                                    Yvonne Lothes                                     11:00 AM  Parsons                                           

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


