
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER  

 

""It is a poverty that a “child must die”, So 
that you may live as you wish."  

-Mother Teresa 

Contributions for  June 29, 2014  
St. Thomas:  $3,719.04 

 

Our Lady of Mercy:  $808.89  

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of July, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 07/20/14; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 07/13/14 

 

 
(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
July 16 - American Mountain Theater.   
July 20 - Communications—Diocesan second collection. 
July 24 - 4th degree Knights meeting at 7:00 PM in Thomas. 
July 28 - Kennywood trip. 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking aux gratin potatoes. In sub-

sequent months we will let you know what items are 
needed and ask your assistance in this need for our com-

AMERICAN MOUNTAIN THEATER 

If anyone would like to go to see the show on 
Wednesday, July 16, please sign up on the sheet 

in the back of the church.  The cost is dependent 
upon the size of our group.  If we have more than 

12, we get the group rate of $22.00 per person.  

We can decide if anyone would like to go to  
dinner first. 

 

2014 CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL 
                                      

    St. Thomas……………..$4,476 pledged 
           (Goal: $8,670) 52% of goal met. 

 

   Our Lady of Mercy ….$3,070 pledged 
           (Goal: $2,780) 110% of goal met.  

ANYONE INTERESTED IN KENNYWOOD? 

Once again this year we will take a bus to Kennywood on 
Monday, July 28.  Thanks to the Knights of Columbus, 

there is no cost for transportation and all the youth ad-
mission is free.  Any adults are asked to pay the admis-

sion fee of $28.00.  There will be the usual breakfast 
treats on the bus and lunch will be provided upon arrival 

at the park.  All those who want to attend please sign up 
on the sheet in the back of the church by July 20. 

 

EUCHARISTIC MARRIAGE:  FAITH AND FUN IN THE MOUNTAINS!  
 

This is a weekend for all married couples – regardless of how long you have been married! Please join us for a 
weekend of fun options such as barbecue, hiking, swimming, horseback riding, sitting on the patio, taking a leisurely 
walk, fishing, zip-lining, and more at Bishop Hodges Pastoral Center, Huttonsville WV. Presentations on the Sacra-
ments of Marriage and Eucharist will be given with time for individual reflection and relaxation. If you’ve been 

saying you need a weekend away from it all – this is the weekend for you! Registration and more infor-
mation can be found at www.wvmarriage.org/faithandfun or by contacting Rebecca Royse, Coordinator of Marriage 
and Family Life at (304) 233 – 0880 x333 or rroyse@dwc.org.  Feel free to call the Rectory with questions!   

            BUILDING FUND DONATIONS 

A sincere thank you to the entire parish and visitors 
for your generosity in this years annual building 

fund collection.  We received $2,451.85.  Your sacri-
ficial offering will help off-set the cost of maintaining 

our church properties 

http://www.wvmarriage.org/faithandfun
mailto:rroyse@dwc.org


As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of July, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in our  armed  
forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

THE MUNDANE MIRACLE  by Joan Minardi Harniman 

 
When I was 12, I attended Mass with my Catholic school girlfriends.  They were assigned to 8 am Mass on Sundays with 
their classes.  Since the classes were so huge, I felt that one lone public school student would not be noticed by the super-
vising Sisters of Notre Dame.  (Later, as a teacher, I realized how wrong I was about that!)  One Sunday, in the midst of 
Mass, I felt great doubt about what was taking place on the altar.  All of a sudden, my faith, which was always just a part 
of me, started to ebb away.  I felt a great sense of loss.  To this day, I remember the place in my white Sunday missal 
(which I still have) where it says, “My foot stands on level ground.”  I knew it did not for me.  I was leaning, but toward 
what?  Since I felt I could tell no one (wrong again), I spoke to God.  I prayed that my faith be restored.  How could I live 
without God?  He was all good, merciful and faithful to me.  I do not know how long the period of doubt lasted.  Each week 
I went back to Mass.  Suddenly, both “feet were on level ground.”  Praise be to God!  Faith came back and life went on.  
Throughout high school and college, I missed Holy Mass only when I was sick.  (And according to Mom if you were sick for 
Mass, you were sick all day — no miraculous recovery after Mass was completed).  Marriage, moves, and children followed.  
I continued to go to Mass.  When I retired I was able to easily attend daily Mass.  It was then that I finally recognized my 
treasure.  Drawn at first by the Word of God, I was lead to the awesomeness of the Eucharist.  I am now so moved by the 
mystery and majesty the Mass offers.  I have made up my own oxymoron — a Catholic contradiction in terms, namely the 
“Mundane Miracle.”  Where would Catholics encounter the “Mundane Miracle?”  I think Catholics take part in one at every 
Mass they attend.  How can a miracle be “mundane” or ordinary?  Well, we have the freedom to attend Mass at churches in 
our neighborhoods at various times each day.  Because it is so ordinary, many have a cavalier attitude of attending, even 
though we are commanded to honor each and every Lord’s Day.  Maybe we should think then about “miracle.”  The diction-
ary tells us that it is “an extraordinary event manifesting divine intervention in human affairs.”  What happens during the 
Mass that could constitute a miracle?  We are much more familiar and accepting of miracles in Jesus’ day.  We remember 
the hungry crowds who came to listen and learn from Jesus.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) says, “The mira-
cles of the multiplication of the loaves, when the Lord says the blessing, breaks and distributes the loaves through the disci-
ples to feed the multitude, prefigure the superabundance of this unique bread of His Eucharist” (1335, 158).  The sign of 
the water turned into wine at Cana “already announces the Hour of Jesus’ glorification.  It makes manifest the fulfillment of 
the wedding feast in the Father’s Kingdom, where the faithful will drink the new wine that has become the Blood of 
Christ” (1335, 159).  The Catechism further states that “to receive in faith the gift of the Eucharist is to receive the Lord 
Himself” (1336).  In our secular, consumer society, can I buy that?  Well, not many could accept it, even in Jesus’ day.  
Many followers simply walked away, back to their former lives and activities.  It was too hard to understand and embrace 
just as the Cross which soon followed would be.  In fact, the gift of the Eucharist was instituted on the day before Jesus 
was crucified.  “The Eucharist is a sacrament, an efficacious sign of grace instituted by Christ and entrusted to the Church, 
by which divine life is dispensed to us through the work of the Holy Spirit” (CCC glossary).  Wait, remember the definition of 
miracle — “divine intervention?”  Well, here it is again.  In the Eucharist “divine life”  is given to us.  But there is more.  The 
Catechism says that “the Eucharist celebrated and shared at Mass is a sacrament of love, a sign of unity, a bond of charity, 
a Paschal banquet in which Christ is consumed, the mind filled with grace and a pledge of future glory is given to 
us” (1323).  Do we Catholics know this and really understand it?  A pledge of future glory, eternal life, is being offered as 
well!  I can only understand it as love - God’s love.  In love beyond understanding, God the Father sent His only Son to 
redeem us.  Jesus, Son of God, gave up heaven to become small at Bethlehem to grow like us in human form to die for us.  
Conquering sin and death by the Cross to allow us into eternal life was not the end of Jesus’ love for us.  Beyond His bro-
ken body, He became broken bread, again making Himself small, offered to His Father as the perfect sacrifice and given out 
to us over and over.  The Eucharist, Christ Himself, freely offered and received to make us like Himself and to unite the 
whole community in Him.  I should float out of Mass, totally amazed that I am the bearer of a miracle and that all of us 
have received the same Jesus Christ - true God and true Man.  Do I teach my children this awesome truth?  What do I , 
what do we, do with this Christ that we have received?  Do we take Him into our little worlds to transform ourselves and 
those we live with?  As we spill out into our small towns or big cities, do we know that Christ comes with us?  Yes, Mass 
contains a miracle, nothing mundane about that.  With all my heart I give thanks for it.  May I always find myself “standing 
on level ground.”  Oh, Precious Blood, so holy, please cover me.  Miracle, oh Miracle, change me into Thee.  All praise and 
all thanksgiving , for this Eucharist, I sing.  Miracle, of Miracle, all Grace to me you bring. 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         07/20              Addie Buckley & Ariona Plumley                            Tom Gutshall                              Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       07/13 - 07/19:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         07/19             Kathy Supak                                             Beth Spencer 
         07/20             Betty Woods & Mary Sagace                                 Don Woods                                 Nathaniel Rader 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl & Mary Moore, 
Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Judy Gutshall, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, 
Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jack Lambruno, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Shari Burns and 
Vincent and Joan Brofka. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
15th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

   July   14  Monday                 *Victor & Kathleen Lohmann                          7:15 AM  Thomas                    
   July   15  Tuesday                             Jean Brannon                           5:00 PM  Thomas                                                
   July   16  Wednesday                           Connie Wakefield                           9:00 AM  Parsons 
   July   17  Thursday                                                    Frances Shaga                                      5:00 PM  Thomas                     
   July   18  Friday                                     Emma Cianfaglione                                   5:00 PM  Thomas          
   July   19  Saturday                                                       David Lohr                                         9:00 AM  Parsons 
   July   19  SATURDAY VIGIL          Deceased Members of Zadell & Tekavac Families           5:00 PM  Thomas        
   July   20  SUNDAY                                         Martha Nichols                          9:00 AM  Thomas 
   July   20  SUNDAY                                             People of the Parish                                 11:00 AM  Parsons                                           

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


