
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER  
"America you are beautiful...and blessed.... The 

ultimate test of your greatness is the way you treat 
every human being, but especially the weakest and 
most defenseless. If you want equal justice for all 
and true freedom and lasting peace, then America, 

defend life." 
-Pope John Paul II  

Contributions for  July 13, 2014  
St. Thomas:  $1,906.43 

 

Our Lady of Mercy:  $771.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of July, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 07/20/14; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 07/13/14 

 

 
(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
July 20 - Communications—Diocesan second collection. 
July 24 - 4th degree Knights meeting at 7:00 PM in Thomas. 
July 28 - Kennywood trip. 
Aug 03 - Ask Father immediately following the 11:00 AM Mass in Parsons 
Aug 05 - Society of Saint Thomas Women will meet at 7:00 PM in the Rectory conference room 
Aug 13 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in Parsons 
Aug 15 - Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary -  Holy Day of Obligation 
Aug 17 - Annual Parish picnic at the Knights of Columbus park 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking aux gratin potatoes. In sub-

sequent months we will let you know what items are 
needed and ask your assistance in this need for our com-

 

2014 CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL 
                                      
 

    St. Thomas……………..$5,141 pledged 
           (Goal: $8,670) 59% of goal met. 

 

   Our Lady of Mercy ….$3,195 pledged 
           (Goal: $2,780) 115% of goal met.  

ANYONE INTERESTED IN KENNYWOOD? 

Once again this year we will take a bus to Kennywood on 
Monday, July 28.  Thanks to the Knights of Columbus, 

there is no cost for transportation and all the youth ad-
mission is free.  Any adults are asked to pay the admis-

sion fee of $28.00.  There will be the usual breakfast 
treats on the bus and lunch will be provided upon arrival 

at the park.  All those who want to attend please sign up 
on the sheet in the back of the church by July 20. 

EUCHARISTIC MARRIAGE:  FAITH AND FUN IN THE MOUNTAINS!  (August 22-24) 
 

This is a weekend for all married couples – regardless of how long you have been married! Please join us for a 
weekend of fun options such as barbecue, hiking, swimming, horseback riding, sitting on the patio, taking a leisurely 
walk, fishing, zip-lining, and more at Bishop Hodges Pastoral Center, Huttonsville WV. Presentations on the Sacra-
ments of Marriage and Eucharist will be given with time for individual reflection and relaxation. If you’ve been 

saying you need a weekend away from it all – this is the weekend for you! Registration and more infor-
mation can be found at www.wvmarriage.org/faithandfun or by contacting Rebecca Royse, Coordinator of Marriage 
and Family Life at (304) 233 – 0880 x333 or rroyse@dwc.org.  Feel free to call the Rectory with questions!   

SILENCE IN THE CHURCH 
Adoration before our Lord present in the tabernacle fosters adoration before the Lord really and truly present in the Most Holy and 

Blessed Sacrament of the altar.  When entering or leaving church please observe silence.  If you want to talk to your fellow  
parishioners please whisper one line - ”I’ll meet you in the vestibule or outside.” 

http://www.wvmarriage.org/faithandfun
mailto:rroyse@dwc.org


As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of July, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in our  armed  
forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

“Miserable for the Rest of Our Lives”  by Rebecca Royse 
 

When Cliff and I got married ten years ago, we agreed that divorce was not an option for us.  We were entering into 

a sacramental marriage, which by its nature lasts all the days of our lives.  We agreed that the very word “divorce” 
was not welcome in our home and that no matter how angry or upset we became with one another, we would never 
bring it up as an option.  We both firmly believed that once divorce is placed on the table it can never be removed, 
and so we agreed to never present it.  We also agreed that we would never go to bed angry.  After seeing the sun-
rise a few times and talking in circles and past one another because we were to tired to think clearly, we have 
amended that agreement to allow for rest when both of us agree to it.  What a difference a good night’s sleep can 
make!  What we have not amended is our determination to remain married and to never use the word “divorce”, 
despite some pretty intense arguments over the years.  To some this may seem like an unnecessary trap keeping us 
tied to one another when having divorce as an option would allow us freedom to escape should things get really bad.  
And yet, it is in this constraint, if you will, in this removal of an option, that we have found the most freedom and 
room in which to grow in love and as husband and wife.  When I think back to making this agreement, I think there 
was a small piece of me that thought if we agreed to never get divorced then we would not have major fights and 
we would always put love first.  Well, let me just dispel that myth for you before we go any further.  There have 
been fights.  There have been many times when love was barely thought of, let alone put first.  In fact, in one such 
argument, there was yelling and there were tears and it seemed no solution would ever come and I was so mightily 
tempted to break our promise, but I am stubborn and so I would not.  Instead, I looked right at Cliff and I said, 
“Well it looks like we are just going to be miserable for the rest of our lives.”  And I walked away.  I was so angry.  
So hurt.  Felt so betrayed.  Forgiveness felt so far from my grasp that the only viable option was misery until one of 
us died.  And yet, as I said those words, words that were pretty awful, something happened, though I did not realize 
it at the time.  In those words I recommitted to the marriage and man before me; I reaffirmed our vows that for 
better or for worse I would love him all the days of my life.  That even in facing a life of “miserable” I was willing to 
choose fidelity over anger; faithfulness over divorce; life together over life apart.  In the coming weeks, my heart 
softened.  I realized that I had played a role in that argument; that I had caused hurt as much as I had been hurt.  I 
also realized that it was hard to be miserable when life kept moving on; when dogs still needed to be let out, bills 
needed to be paid, and dinner needed to be eaten.  There was a lot of silence at our dinner table for a lot of weeks, 

but slowly through the silence love broke in and conversation slowly returned.  I remember the first time there was 
laughter, about three weeks later and feeling so full of love and hope that I forgot for a moment I was supposed to 
be miserable.  Slowly, we worked through the issues surrounding the argument and we realized that there was no 
need to be miserable for the rest of our lives.  There was need for forgiveness from each of us; for time; for gentle-
ness; for tears, but there was no need for endless misery, just as there was no need for divorce.  As we have grown 
as husband and wife and as Catholics, we have learned that what we were really doing in deciding that divorce is not 
an option was agreeing to live our sacrament as we are called -  continually renewing  the intent and consent of our 
wedding day to give ourselves freely, fully, and faithfully in a marriage that will last all the days of our lives.  Each 
time we have reached that point where we could not see past the current situation and wondered how we would 
make it, this commitment has been renewed and a solution always arises.  It is not always easy or fun, but working 
through it always deepens our relationship and brings us to a place of greater joy and intimacy.  If divorce were an 
option, it would only lead us to separation and hurt.  I am not naïve enough anymore to think that this is our magic 
answer, nor to think that we will not face further situations in which the solution in the moment will be to be misera-
ble for the rest of our lives.  If ten years of marriage has taught me anything, it is that.  What I know now, that I 
could not have known then, is that for each of these cross moments, each of these times in which it all seems too 
much to bear and I wonder how we will survive it, there is always a resurrection waiting around the corner.  A new 
way of living and loving that is more radiant and joyful than before.  Being miserable for the rest of our lives was not 
part of our vows, but in many ways it has proven to be one of the best decisions I could have ever made. 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         07/27              Emily Siler & Dee Oldaker     Joanne Sikarskie                           Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       07/20 - 07/26:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         07/26             Rita Johnson                                 Nancy Zizunas 
         07/27             Summer Snyder      Michelle Snyder          Isaac Quattro 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl & Mary Moore, 
Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Judy Gutshall, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, 
Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jack Lambruno, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Shari Burns and 
Vincent and Joan Brofka. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
16th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

   July   21  Monday                         Steve Hammond                           7:15 AM  Thomas                    
   July   22  Tuesday                           Betty Downing                                         5:00 PM  Thomas                                                
   July   23  Wednesday                           Robert McDonald                           9:00 AM  Parsons 
   July   24  Thursday                                                  Charles Downing                                     5:00 PM  Thomas                     
   July   25  Friday                                         George Lohr                                         5:00 PM  Thomas          
   July   26  Saturday                                                       Billy Stine                                           9:00 AM  Parsons 
   July   26  SATURDAY VIGIL       Deceased Members of the Steve and Anna Staron Family        5:00 PM  Thomas        
   July   27  SUNDAY                                                 Mary Ann Quattro                          9:00 AM  Thomas 
   July   27  SUNDAY                                             People of the Parish                                 11:00 AM  Parsons                                           

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


