
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER  
 

“Never tire of firmly speaking out in defense of life 
from its conception and do not be deterred from 

the commitment to defend the dignity of every 
human person with courageous determination. 

Christ is with you: be not afraid!” 
~ Pope John Paul II –  

Address to visiting bishops, Feb. 3, 2001 ~ 

Contributions for  August 3, 2014  
 

St. Thomas:  $ 5,762.30 
 

Our Lady of Mercy:  $ 738.00 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of August, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 08/17/14; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 08/10/14 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Aug 13 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in Parsons (Installation of officers after 6PM Mass at OLM) 
Aug 15 - Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary -  Holy Day of Obligation 
Aug 17 - Annual Parish picnic at the Knights of Columbus park 
Aug 21 - 4th degree Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in Parsons 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking dried beans. In subsequent 

months we will let you know what items are needed and 
ask your assistance in this need for our community. 

 

2014 CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL 
                                      

    St. Thomas……………..$5,141 pledged 
           (Goal: $8,670) 59% of goal met. 

 

   Our Lady of Mercy ….$3,595 pledged 
           (Goal: $2,780) 129% of goal met.  

EUCHARISTIC MARRIAGE:  FAITH AND FUN IN THE MOUNTAINS!  (August 22-24) 
 

This is a weekend for all married couples – regardless of how long you have been married! Please join us for a 
weekend of fun options such as barbecue, hiking, swimming, horseback riding, sitting on the patio, taking a leisurely 
walk, fishing, zip-lining, and more at Bishop Hodges Pastoral Center, Huttonsville WV. Presentations on the Sacra-
ments of Marriage and Eucharist will be given with time for individual reflection and relaxation. If you’ve been 

saying you need a weekend away from it all – this is the weekend for you! Registration and more infor-
mation can be found at www.wvmarriage.org/faithandfun or by contacting Rebecca Royse, Coordinator of Marriage 
and Family Life at (304) 233 – 0880 x333 or rroyse@dwc.org.  Feel free to call the Rectory with questions!   

2014 ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC 
 

Please plan to attend our annual parish picnic next Sunday, August 17th at 1:00 PM at the Knights of 
Columbus Park!  We will begin with our usual procession in honor of Our Blessed Mother and her feast 

of the Assumption.  Then we will have a delicious variety of foods with the Knights of Columbus provid-

ing their signature hamburgers, hotdogs, etc. and beverages for all.  Then the real fun begins with some 
very exciting games!!!  You won’t want to miss this annual event!  Bring the whole family to enjoy a day 

to remember!   

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Holy day of obligation 

We will have three Masses on this beautiful feast day to honor 
our blessed Mother.  Please take note of the Mass schedule 

for the feast of the Assumption of Mary.  On Thursday, August 
14th a vigil Mass will be held at 7:00 PM in Parsons at Our 
Lady of Mercy Church.  On Friday, August 15th, a 7:00 AM 

Mass and a 7:00 PM Mass will be held at St Thomas  
Aquinas church.   

All are obligated to attend Mass for this Feast! 

http://www.wvmarriage.org/faithandfun
mailto:rroyse@dwc.org


As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of August, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in our  armed  
forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

7 Spiritual Weapons to Battle Pornography  by Matt Fradd  (continued from last week) 
 
5.  Saint Joseph Cord — The St. Joseph cord (or cincture), like the one priests wear at Mass, is a sign 

of chastity, and has been since the Church’s beginning—and before. Old Testament priests wore cinc-
tures, consecrated Virgins and religious wear cinctures, and the wearing of cinctures in honor of a partic-

ular Saint is ancient, first spoken of in the life of St. Monica, the mother of St. Augustine.  The Cord itself 

is simply a white cord of thread or cotton, knotted in 7 places—one knot for each of the 7 Sorrows of St. 
Joseph and their related Joys.  Each day one is to recite seven Gloria’s (Glory be to the Father, and to 

the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen.) while meditating upon the seven sorrows and joys of St. Joseph, and then offer this pray-

er:  Guardian of virgins, and holy father Joseph, to whose faithful custody Christ Jesus, Innocence itself, 
and Mary, Virgin of virgins, were committed; I pray and beseech thee, by these dear pledges, Jesus and 

Mary, that, being preserved from all uncleanness, I may with spotless mind, pure heart, and chaste body, 

ever serve Jesus and Mary most chastely all the days of my life. Amen.  
6.  Holy Water — Another spiritual weapon you might use in the fight against pornography is holy wa-

ter. First let me reiterate my great joy in being Catholic. I love how the Church’s sacramentals validate 
and reinforce the goodness of material world.  What a comfort it is to do something as simple as dip your 

finger into holy water and trace the cross of Christ across your body. How is this not something that our 

Protestant brothers and sisters have adopted (or reinstated).  In her autobiography St. Teresa of Avila 
writes of how holy water is great weapon against Satan and his devils.  “From long experience I have 

learned that there is nothing like holy water to put devils to flight and prevent them from coming back 
again. They also flee from the Cross, but return; so holy water must have great virtue. . . . One night . . . 

I thought the devils were stifling me; and when the nuns had sprinkled a great deal of holy water about I 
saw a huge crowd of them running away as quickly as though they were about to fling themselves down 

a steep place.  Let’s be honest; if it’s good enough for Teresa of Avila… 

7.  Sacred Scripture — The Word of God is, as Hebrews 4:12 tells us, “living and active, sharper than 
any two-edged sword.” Memorizing Scripture verses that pertain to purity can be of great help in mo-

ments of temptation. Here are over twenty Scripture verses for you to look up, reflect upon and memo-
rize: 

 

http://i1.wp.com/mattfradd.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Screen-Shot-2014-01-31-at-12.35.39-PM.png


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         08/17              Kaylee DiBacco & Dee Oldaker    Kathy DiBacco                             Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       08/10 - 08/16:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         08/16             Kathy & Pat Kotten      Nancy Zizunas 
         08/17             Betty Woods & Summer Snyder    Diane Rader          Isaac Quattro 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl & Mary Moore, 
Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Judy Gutshall, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, 
Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jack Lambruno, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Shari Burns and 
Vincent and Joan Brofka. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
19th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

   Aug  11   Monday                  Sophie Bluj   7:15 AM   Thomas                    
   Aug  12   Tuesday                  Martha Nichols                 5:00 PM   Thomas                                                
   Aug  13   Wednesday                     Lea Marco   6:00 PM   Parsons 
   Aug  14   Thursday                            Frances Shaga             5:00 PM   Thomas                     
   Aug  14   Thursday (Assumption)       Consecration of Russia as requested at Fatima  7:00 PM   Parsons 
   Aug  15   Friday   (Assumption)                         Mary Botizan                            7:00 AM  Thomas 
   Aug  15   Friday  (Assumption)                 Jane Obyc                  7:00 PM  Thomas 
   Aug  16   Saturday                         Jane Jorishie    9:00 AM    Parsons 
   Aug  16   SATURDAY VIGIL                                  Pamela Palmer                                   5:00 PM  Thomas        
   Aug  17   SUNDAY                                                      John Botizan                                          9:00 AM  Thomas 
   Aug  17   SUNDAY                                                  People of the Parish                           11:00 AM  Parsons                                           

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


