
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER  
 

“All life has inestimable value even the weakest and 
most vulnerable, the sick, the old, the unborn and the 

poor, are masterpieces of God’s creation, made in his 
own image, destined to live forever, and deserving of 

the utmost reverence and respect.”  Pope Francis     
Message to Catholics taking part in annual Day for Life 

in Britain and Ireland July 28, 2013 

Contributions for  August 10, 2014  
 

St. Thomas:  $ 1,482.06 
 

Our Lady of Mercy:  $ 709.50 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of August, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 08/17/14; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 08/10/14 

 
(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Aug 17 - Annual Parish picnic at the Knights of Columbus park 
Aug 21 - 4th degree Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in Parsons 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking dried beans. In subsequent 

months we will let you know what items are needed and 
ask your assistance in this need for our community. 

 

2014 CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL 
                                      

    St. Thomas……………..$5,141 pledged 
           (Goal: $8,670) 59% of goal met. 

 

   Our Lady of Mercy ….$3,595 pledged 
           (Goal: $2,780) 129% of goal met.  

RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREAT 
A Rachel’s Vineyard weekend retreat for emotional and spiritual healing after abortion will be held at Blessed John 
XXIII Pastoral Center in Charleston, W.Va., the weekend of September 19-21, 2014. This confidential, supportive 
retreat is for anyone suffering the pain and regret of abortion. To request a brochure or for more information, 
please contact Tawnya Knierim at (304) 905-9860 ext. 2022 or at rachelsvineyardwv@comcast.net. Rachel’s Vine-
yard of WV is sponsored by Catholic Charities West Virginia. Register online at www.CCWVa.org. You can also visit 
www.rachelsvineyard.org or call the national toll-free hotline at 1-877-HOPE-4-ME for more information. 

2014 ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC 

Today is our annual parish picnic!  Are you ready for all the food, fun and games?  Come and join us at the Knights 
of Columbus park in Thomas at 1:00 PM.  We will begin with our usual procession in honor of Our Blessed Mother 

and her feast of the Assumption.  Then we will have a delicious variety of foods with the Knights of Columbus 
providing their signature hamburgers, hotdogs, etc. and beverages for all.  Then the real fun begins with some very 
exciting games!!!  You won’t want to miss this annual event!  Bring the whole family to enjoy a day to remember!   

FOOTBALL FRENZY TICKETS!! 

Please support the Knights of Columbus and buy 
a Football Frenzy Raffle ticket.  This is one of 

their biggest fund raisers for the year and it is 
very beneficial in supporting the many youth 

events and programs of the parish.   

FOOD PANTRY NEWS 
Last year our parishes collected more than 2000 pounds of food for both the Blackwater and the Parsons Food pan-
tries.  The Knights of Columbus were very helpful in this regard and consequently there is a program sponsored by 
the Supreme Council of the Knights of Columbus which encourages such food collection by offering to give $100.00 

for every 500 pounds of food collected.  This equates to $200.00 being given to each of the two food pantries.  
HEARTFELT THANKS FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT and please keep supplying pounds of food for the poor! 

http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2013/07/17/pope_francis:_all_life_has_inestimable_value/en1-711052
mailto:rachelsvineyardwv@comcast.net
http://www.CCWVa.org
http://www.rachelsvineyard.org


As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of August, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in our  armed  
forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

THE BODY OF CHRIST: THE PORTAL BETWEEN HEAVEN AND EARTH  By Pat Gohn 

 
Were the Host a door I could open, I'd almost swear I could peer straight through it into heaven. 

When I consider the proximity of Jesus to me personally in the Mass, and in particular when I sit in front of the 
Blessed Sacrament, that's what warms my heart toward his; to know that his heart is first turned toward me, that his 
heart burns for mine. 

When I humbly kneel or sit in front of the Blessed Sacrament elevated in the monstrance, I'm looking into a 
holy portal to the other side of all we can hope and imagine. The host in the monstrance is, out of its element, in 
suspended animation. Its bread was consecrated so that it might be consumed and receive by a communicant—to 
strengthen them with the very body and blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ. It is destined, still, to be Holy Com-
munion that nourishes and becomes part of its recipient. Yet, for the moment, that purpose is delayed, as the 
Church in her wisdom "exposes" the Incarnate One on the Altar that we might draw near to the very love that beats 
for us, from the heart that gave all.  This is why it's called Adoration.   

When we come face to face with the heart of this love, we learn what it means to adore. True adoration 
brings an intimate knowledge we cannot find on our own. In adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, we get a foretaste 
of the infinite, a prolonged visitation of the True Presence outside of the Mass. Within that thin opaque portal, the 
Host holds all we need to know and can imagine. 

I admit I cannot often describe what goes on in those moments of prayer. But in my finite knowledge of the 
ways of love I fathom it as my heart "seeing" the face of Jesus, the heart of Jesus, the hands of Jesus—all the infi-
nite Good that my heart can hold. And I can almost imagine passing through the veil between heaven and earth. 

On one side of the Host in the monstrance is me, and my all-out neediness. Prayerfully, I'm compelled to 
bring my concerns to the fore. I'm "all in," as the gamblers would say. I bring it all with me—my family, my friends, 
my intentions, and the church and world. But in truth, it's really no gamble at all. It's really a win-win. 

For on the other side of the Host is the heavenly realm, the angels and the saints, the cloud of witnesses, 
the Blessed Trinity in the beatific vision. Somewhere on that other side is every loved one that I have lost to death. 
Heaven contains the ones who "sleep" in Christ, who've been judged and found worthy. They are there just now, on 
the other side, yoked to the same Body of Christ that captures my gaze in the Host I adore on the Altar. If the Host 
were a door I could open, I'd almost swear I could peer straight through it into heaven. 

In those fleeting moments when I let myself take all that in, I think maybe I should run from the chapel, for 
I am so unworthy. Yet I'm riveted to the floor. Kneeling is the only appropriate response for this affair of the heart. 
Words fail me, but they fall along these lines, Enter in. Find me. Know me. Renew me. Bring me back to you. Again 
and again. 

Jesus said, "I am the door; if any one enters by me, he will be saved..."(Jn 10:9).  Pope Emeritus  
Benedict XVI used similar language when he invited us to the Year of Faith in his Apostolic Letter titled Porta Fidei, 
“the door of faith”: 

The "door of faith" (Acts 14:27) is always open for us, ushering us into the life of communion with God and 
offering entry into his Church. It is possible to cross that threshold when the word of God is proclaimed and 
the heart allows itself to be shaped by transforming grace. To enter through that door is to set out on a 
journey that lasts a lifetime. It begins with baptism (cf. Rom 6:4), through which we can address God as 
Father, and it ends with the passage through death to eternal life, fruit of the resurrection of the Lord Je-
sus, whose will it was, by the gift of the Holy Spirit, to draw those who believe in him into his own glory (cf. 
Jn 17:22).(Porta Fidei, par. 1)   

The Body of Christ is our one and sure portal to what comes next in our life. We are grafted into the Body in and 
through our Baptism, and we are nourished by mysterious food of the Eucharist to sustain this life in us, that we 
might one day know Him in His entirety for eternity.  But for right now, there is nothing quite like discovering the 
sound of his beating heart aching for ours. 

http://www.patheos.com/About-Patheos/Pat-Gohn.html
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Jn%2010%3A9&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.patheos.com/ebible
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Acts%2014%3A27&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.patheos.com/ebible
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Rom%206%3A4&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.patheos.com/ebible
http://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Jn%2017%3A22&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=http://www.patheos.com/ebible
http://www.annusfidei.va/content/novaevangelizatio/en/benedetto-xvi/lettera-apostolica--porta-fidei-.html


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         08/24              Lillian & Ariona Plumley     Fred Sikarskie                             Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       08/17 - 08/23:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         08/23             Rita Johnson & Titi Ferguson     John Ferguson 
         08/24             Mary Sagace      Summer Snyder          Wesley Snyder 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl & Mary Moore, 
Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Judy Gutshall, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, 
Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jack Lambruno, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Shari Burns and Joan Brofka. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
20th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

   Aug  18   Monday             William DePollo     7:15 AM   Thomas                    
   Aug  19   Tuesday                Frances Shaga                 5:00 PM   Thomas                                                

   Aug  20   Wednesday              Alice and Ray Dye    9:00 AM   Parsons 
   Aug  21   Thursday                        * Douglas Grassi             5:00 PM   Thomas                     
   Aug  22   Friday                          Frances Shaga               5:00 PM   Thomas 
   Aug  23   Saturday            David F. Silk and Francis X. Nolan             9:00 AM    Parsons 
   Aug  23   SATURDAY VIGIL                 Leonard Teranto                   5:00 PM  Thomas        
   Aug  24   SUNDAY                                        People of the Parish                  9:00 AM  Thomas 
   Aug  24   SUNDAY                                            Martha Nichols                        11:00 AM  Parsons                                           

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


