
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER  
 

“How can there be too many children? 
That is like saying there are too many 

flowers.” – Mother Teresa 

Contributions for  August 24, 2014  
 

St. Thomas:  $ 1,839.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy:  $ 719.00 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of August, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 08/17/14; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 08/10/14 

 
(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

Sept. 02 - Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting at 7:00 PM in the Rectory Conference Room 
Sept. 07 - “ASK FATHER” after the 11:00 AM Mass at Our Lady of Mercy Church 
Sept. 10 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in Thomas 
Sept. 14 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild monthly meeting immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall  
Sept. 23 - 4th Degree Knights of Columbus social meeting at Muttley’s at 6:00 PM. 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking dried beans. In subsequent 

months we will let you know what items are needed and 
ask your assistance in this need for our community. 

FIRST FRIDAY & FIRST SATURDAY 
 

All are reminded that First Friday will begin with 
Mass at Cortland Acres at 1:00 PM, adoration and  

benediction at 5:00 PM followed by Mass at 6:00 

PM at Our Lady of Mercy Church in Parsons.   
A First Saturday Mass will be held at 9:00 AM also 

in Parsons. 

RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREAT 
 

A Rachel’s Vineyard weekend retreat for emotional and spiritual healing after abortion will be held at 
Blessed John XXIII Pastoral Center in Charleston, W.Va., the weekend of September 19-21, 2014. This 

confidential, supportive retreat is for anyone suffering the pain and regret of abortion. To request a bro-

chure or for more information, please contact Tawnya Knierim at (304) 905-9860 ext. 2022 or at 
rachelsvineyardwv@comcast.net. Rachel’s Vineyard of WV is sponsored by Catholic Charities West Vir-

ginia. Register online at www.CCWVa.org. You can also visit www.rachelsvineyard.org or call the nation-
al toll-free hotline at 1-877-HOPE-4-ME for more information. 

FOOTBALL FRENZY TICKETS!! 

Please support the Knights of Columbus and buy 
a Football Frenzy Raffle ticket.  This is one of 

their biggest fund raisers for the year and it is 
very beneficial in supporting the many youth 

events and programs of the parish.   

SPECIAL COLLECTION NEXT WEEK 
Aug. 30-31: At all Masses next weekend, we will be taking a special collection that will benefit the people of the war
-torn Middle East.  These funds will be used by Catholic Relief Services and other Catholic agencies working in part-

nership with the local Church to meet the most urgent humanitarian needs facing the people in Iraq, Gaza, Syria 
and surrounding countries where refugees have fled. Collection funds will also be used to support Church programs 
to aid persecuted Christians and to respond to rebuilding needs of Catholic dioceses in the impacted areas. You can 

donate through the parish collection or donate online at the Diocesan Website, www.dwc.org 

mailto:rachelsvineyardwv@comcast.net
http://www.CCWVa.org
http://www.rachelsvineyard.org
http://www.dwc.org


As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of August, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in our  armed  
forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

OVERCOMING ATTACHMENT TO SIN by:  Michael Rayes 
When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through places without water; seeking rest; and not finding, he saith:  I 
will return into my house whence I came out.  And when he is come, he findeth it swept and garnished.  Then he goeth and taketh 
with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and entering in they dwell there.  And the last state of that man becomes 
worse than the first (Luke 11:24-26). 
 
A common challenge at the pastoral level today is that of the newly converted Catholic, or perhaps the lifelong tepid Catholic who 
finally gives up sinful behavior and becomes “on fire” for the Faith.  Faithful long term Catholics may reach a point at which they 
sincerely repent of their sinful ways and wish to delve deeper into the Faith, motivated by love of God.  Then there are the devout 
Catholics who do not commit undue attachments to the things of this world.  Catholics who earnestly desire a deeper spirituality  
certainly have good intentions but many have very little Catholic spiritual formation.  They may have even less actual practice of it.  
The soul could thus easily become overwhelmed when confronted with the reality of old habits that are not so easy to break.  This 

new Catholic — or newly spiritual Catholic —will also have strong relationships with people who have no understanding of Catholic 
spirituality.  This may be a source of temptation for the spiritual Catholic.  If care is not taken to manage the entire process of con-
version, the devout Catholic may find his old tempter returning with seven of his demonic buddies.  How can the newly spiritual 
Catholic go through the transition to living a completely Catholic way of life?  How can pastors and other concerned Catholics help?  
  
A Pattern of Sinfulness - Sinful behavior oftentimes takes on a cyclical pattern.  Deep spiritual conversion breaks this cycle and 
God’s grace is more than sufficient.  Nonetheless, there is a natural component to ingrained habits.  They are not so easily defeated 
and the devil is well aware of this.  The pattern typically consists of obsessing over the desire for sin, building up more obsession 
over it, justifying the sin in one’s own mind, then elation or excitement over the anticipated sinful act, and finally compulsion lead-
ing to committing the sin (usually mortal).  Next is guilt associated with satiation of the person’s sinful desire, brief rejection/
blocking of the roots of their problems and denial of God’s ability to heal them, and this leads to obsession again.  Psychologists call 
this the cycle of addiction.  Catholic spiritual writers call it what it is:  Habitual mortal sin.  To summarize, the cycle looks like obses-
sion-justification-compulsion-guilt.  If a practicing Catholic tends to struggle with this pattern of obsession-compulsion-guilt, the 
Catholic answer is to elevate the person out of his or her internal preoccupation and sinful behavior and focus instead on God.  The 
Rosary is probably the best way to do this.  A thoughtful meditation on the Agony in the Gardens replaces obsessing over one’s 
own unmet need.  The one praying thus focuses on God’s agony instead of his own.  The Scourging at the Pillar is a brutal remind-
er that one’s own sins directly hurt God.  The person praying this mystery focuses on the very real physical pain inflicted on our 
Lord.  This mystery and the Crowning with Thorns can overcome a compulsive habit of sin by meditating on what sin does to our 
Lord.  The Carrying of the Cross and the Crucifixion can help the practicing Catholic focus his guilt over sin to a more productive 
use.  Guilty feelings in and of themselves are usually worthless.  When utilized as part of a good examination of conscience, guilt 
over sin takes on a spiritual depth and real utility for the soul.  The pattern of sinfulness is cyclical.  The Rosary is cyclical.  One 
cycle destroys the other.  Catholics are confronted with a choice of which cycle they wish to use, for they are mutually exclusive.  
The Joyful and Glorious mysteries invoke a meditation on what our Lord and our Lady did for us.  When praying these mysteries, 
the spiritual Catholic focuses on the life of his Blessed Mother instead of preoccupying on his own life.   
 
Finding Peace - Catholics who struggle with sinful thoughts and behaviors may resist a fruitful meditation on the Passion and 
death of our Lord.  This is because the person is so focused on his own sufferings, he cannot bring himself to focus on those of our 
Lord.  The soul thus obsesses over what he believes are unmet needs.  Perhaps everyone has unmet emotional needs.  But there is 
no joy in dwelling on them.  Joy, rather, comes from peace of soul, which is a fruit of knowing with confidence that one is right 
with God.  But there must first be peace.  Sometimes God gives the soul actual graces to attain a glimpse of this peace.  This is 
especially so when the soul, still in the state of mortal sin, responds to a prompting to worship God.  Peace cannot coexist with the 
deep sadness which is the fruit of separation from God and ruminating, after one’s previous conversion, over the loss of one’s sinful 
behavior.  Peace and joy, rather, are attributes of charity when the soul focuses directly on loving God, giving of self, and loving 
another for the love of God.  The newly spiritual Catholic may come to have mixed feelings and begin to miss his sinful lifestyle.  
For example, studies show that there can be an actual grieving process involved when leaving an adulterous relationship.  Another 
example is from one of Saint John Bosco’s dreams in which his students ate diabolical snake meat.  Some of the students stopped 
at the saint’s insistence, but they looked back longingly at the snake.  To be fully Catholic and finally find the fulfillment it is seek-
ing, the soul must let go of the quest for self-gratification and instead rest in a communion with God.  Then, the void left behind 
from letting go of one’s own desires will need to be filled with something healthy that will maintain the soul’s detachment from 
former sins.   
                      TO BE CONTINUED ……. 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         09/07              Kaylee DiBacco & Dee Oldaker     Tom Gutshall                               Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       08/31 - 09/06:  Pat Usnik & Christine Rosenau 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         09/06             Pat & Kathy Kotten     Kathy Supak 
         09/07             Summer Snyder     Michelle Snyder          Isaac Quattro 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl & Mary Moore, 
Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Judy Gutshall, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, 
Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jack Lambruno, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Shari Burns and Joan Brofka. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
22nd Sunday of Ordinary Time 

   Sept. 01   Monday            Sheila Slater                     9:00 AM   Thomas                    
   Sept. 02   Tuesday           Edwin Kaczmarek                            5:00 PM   Thomas                                                

   Sept. 03   Wednesday        Poor Souls in Purgatory                    9:00 AM   Parsons 
   Sept. 04   Thursday                       Martha Nichols                      5:00 PM   Thomas                     
   Sept. 05   First Friday                       Frances Shaga   1:00 PM   Cortland      
   Sept. 05   First Friday           ADORATION & BENEDICTION  5:00 PM   Parsons  
   Sept. 05   First Friday                        Zdzislaw Fiutowski                  6:00 PM   Parsons        
   Sept. 06   First Saturday                                *Gloria Bluj                  9:00 AM   Parsons  
   Sept. 06   SATURDAY VIGIL                  Francis Joseph Tekavec                          5:00 PM   Thomas   
   Sept. 07   SUNDAY            People of the Parish   9:00 AM   Thomas 
   Sept. 07   SUNDAY                                        Muriel Nestor               11:00 AM   Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


