
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER  
"And it is today, in the present that we decide our future 
destiny. It is with our concrete everyday behavior in this 
life that we determine our eternal fate. At the end of our 

days on earth, at the moment of death, we will be evaluat-
ed on the basis of our likeness or otherwise to the Baby 

Who is about to be born in the poor grotto of Bethlehem, 
because He is the measure God has given humanity."     ~ 

Pope Benedict XVI 

Contributions for  September 07, 2014  
 

St. Thomas:  $ 1,703.67 
 

Our Lady of Mercy:  $ 761.00 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of September, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 
St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 09/21/14; 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 09/14/14 
 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur.,  
Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

 
Sept. 14 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild monthly meeting immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall  
Sept. 21 - Pot luck Dinner after the 11AM Mass at Our Lady of Mercy (Feast Day is September 24.) 
Sept. 23 - 4th Degree Knights of Columbus social meeting at Muttley’s at 6:00 PM. 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking tomato soup. In subsequent 

months we will let you know what items are needed and 
ask your assistance in this need for our community. 

 

SILENCE IN THE CHURCH 
Adoration before our Lord present in the tabernacle fosters 

adoration before the Lord really and truly present in the 
Most Holy and Blessed Sacrament of the altar.  When en-
tering or leaving church please observe silence.  If you 

want to talk to your fellow parishioners please whisper one 
line—”I’ll meet you in the vestibule or outside.” 

 

2014 CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL 
                                      

    St. Thomas……………..$5,141 pledged 

           (Goal: $8,670) 59% of goal met. 
   Our Lady of Mercy ….$3,595 pledged 

           (Goal: $2,780) 129% of goal met.  

SECOND COLLECTION  

This weekend parishes across the Diocese will be asking their parishioners to support the Diocesan 
Scholarship Association so that today’s youth might have the opportunity to attend Wheeling Jesuit Uni-

versity. 

FOOTBALL FRENZY TICKETS!! 
 

Please support the Knights of Columbus and buy a Football Frenzy Raffle ticket.  This is one of their big-
gest fund raisers for the year and it is very beneficial in supporting the many youth events and pro-

grams of the parish.   

CCD CLASSES BEGIN TODAY 
 

CCD classes will begin today, Sunday, September 14th.  Father Grassi will be having a brief CCD intro. 
meeting with parents this morning, after both morning Masses 



As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of August, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

The True Cross of Jesus Christ! 
 

"He brought you to life along with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions; obliterating the bond against us, 
with its legal claims, which was opposed to us, He also removed it from our midst, nailing it to the Cross." 
                        - Colossians 2:13-14 
 
"Ave Crux, spes unica! (Hail O Cross, our only hope!) May this acclamation … remain ever on our lips, for the Cross 
is a mystery of life and death. The Cross has become for the Church a 'tree of life'. For this reason we proclaim that 
life has triumphed over death."  Pope John Paul II, Apostolic Exhortation Pastores Gregis, #5  
     When the Body of Jesus was removed from the Cross, to prevent His followers from finding it, the Cross was 
thrown in a ditch or well, and then covered with stones and earth.  In the year 312 A.D., almost 300 years later, 
while Constantine, who had not yet converted to Christianity, was in combat with Maxentius for the throne of the 
Roman Empire, he prayed to the Lord God of the Christians to help him in his battle.  In answer to his prayer, a sign 
appeared in the sky.  A luminous cross was seen with the words "BY THIS SIGN YOU WILL CONQUER" (in Latin, "IN 
HOC SIGNO VINCES") inscribed on it.  Constantine won the battle over Maxentius.  Indebted to God for his victory at 
the Milvian Bridge on October 28, 312, Constantine commanded that the Sign of Christianity be placed on the Roman 
standards and on the shields of all the soldiers.  Emperor Constantine’s mother, St. Helena, searching for the Life-
Creating Cross, questioned both Christians and Jews, but her search remained unsuccessful. However, in 326, she 
was directed to an elderly Hebrew named Jude who stated that the Cross was buried at the Temple of Venus. St. 
Helen ordered that the pagan temple be demolished. After praying, the ground began to be excavated. Soon, the 
Tomb of the Lord was uncovered. Not far from it were three crosses, a board with the inscription ordered by Pilate, 
and four nails which had pierced the Lord’s Body.  This was discovered on September 14, 326.  In order to deter-
mine the cross on which the Savior had been crucified, St. Macarius alternately touched the crosses to a corpse. 
When the dead man was touched by the True Cross of the Lord, the body came to life. Having beheld the raising of 
the dead, everyone was convinced that the Life-Creating Cross was found.  
     During the discovery of the Life-Creating Cross, another miracle took place – a grievously sick woman, beneath 
the shadow of the Holy Cross, was healed instantly. Elder Jude and other Jews came to believe in Christ and accept-

ed Holy Baptism. Jude received the name Cyriacus and afterwards was consecrated Bishop of Jerusalem.  
     Christians came in huge throngs to venerate the Holy Cross, beseeching St. Macarius to elevate the Cross, so 
that even those far off might reverently contemplate it. The Patriarch and other spiritual leaders raised up the Holy 
Cross, and the people, saying “Lord have mercy,” reverently prostrated themselves before the Venerable Wood.  
     To commemorate the finding of the Holy Cross, Constantine dedicated two Churches upon Calvary, "Anastasis" 

and "Golgotha," both within the precincts of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.  Beginning in those days, the Feast of 

the "Exaltation of the Holy Cross" was commemorated annually on May 3.  In 614, Chosroes II, the King of Persia, 

invaded Syria and Palestine, at which time he carried away many of the great treasures of Jerusalem, including the 

relic of the True Cross.  In 629, Emperor Heraclius of Constantinople marched into Persia and recaptured the True 

Cross, seeing to it that Heraclius piously bring it back to Jerusalem while being clothed in sackcloth of penance and 

barefoot. On September 14, the Sacred Cross was restored to its place in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jeru-

salem.  To commemorate this victory, in the seventh century A.D., the Church of Rome adopted the "Feast of the 

Exaltation of the Holy Cross" on September 14.  Today one may visit the Basilica Church of Santa Croce in Jerusa-

lemme (The Holy Cross in Jerusalem), located in Rome, in which a sizable portion of the Holy Cross is enshrined 

along with numerous other associated relics of the Passion, including a large portion of the sign that had been 

placed on the Cross saying “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews”. 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_20031016_pastores-gregis_en.html


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         09/21              Lillian Plumley & Addie Buckley    Jessica Gutshall                           Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      09/14 - 09/20: Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall  

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         09/20             Kathy Supak      Nancy Zizunas 
         09/21             Summer Snyder      Diane Rader          Nathaniel Rader 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl & Mary Moore, 
Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Judy Gutshall, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, 
Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jack Lambruno, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Shari Burns and Joan Brofka. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

   Sept. 15   Monday          Patrick Flanagan   7:15 AM  Thomas                           
   Sept. 16   Tuesday                      Martha Kochenderfer                               5:00 PM  Thomas 

   Sept. 17   Wednesday               Frances Shaga   9:00 AM   Parsons 
   Sept. 18   Thursday                      Zdzislaw Fiutowski           5:00 PM   Thomas 
   Sept. 19    Friday                            Pauline Hoshall   5:00 PM   Thomas        
   Sept. 20   Saturday                                 Honey, Vivian & Ulli Vachon                          9:00 AM   Parsons  
   Sept. 20   SATURDAY VIGIL                          Martha Nichols                          5:00 PM   Thomas   
   Sept. 21   SUNDAY              People of the Parish   9:00 AM   Thomas 
   Sept. 21   SUNDAY                                        Bill & Lea Marco             11:00 AM   Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


