
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER     
“If the bringing of children into the 
world is today an economic burden, it is 
because the social system is inade-
quate; and not because God’s law is 
wrong. Therefore the State should re-
move the causes of that burden. The 
human must not be limited and con-
trolled to fit the economic, but the eco-
nomic must be expanded to fit the hu                           

                       man.”        —Fulton J. Sheen  

Contributions for  Nov. 02, 2014  
 

St. Thomas:  $1579.83 
Archdiocese of Military Services:  283.00 

Our Lady of Mercy:  $946.00 
Archdiocese of Military Services:  195.00 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of November, the Tridentine Mass  
will NOT be offered at the following times and church: 

 
St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday NO MASS; 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday NO MASS. 
 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 
(No weekday Masses from 11/10 - 11/21) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

November 09 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following Mass in the Social Hall. 
November 12 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6:00 PM in Thomas, in the Knights of Columbus room. 
November 27 - THANKSGIVING - Dinner at the St. Thomas Center; takeout and deliveries as usual. 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking Ravioli. Each month we will 

let you know the items that are most needed.  
(PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE 
The Society of St. Thomas Women is raffling off a 

“HUGE” Christmas basket  
with a multiple variety of great gifts (including a $100 
Wal-Mart card!)  Be sure to get your $5 chance today!  

Chances are also available in Parsons.  

 

THANKSGIVING DINNER AT ST. THOMAS CENTER 
Preparation is already underway for the 2014 Ecumenical Thanksgiving Dinner for shut-ins and people of the Davis 
and Thomas area.  This year the dinner will be hosted again in the St. Thomas Center.   Volunteers, donations of 
time, talents and gifts will be needed to provide the following:  baked sliced turkeys, dressing, and pumpkin pies 

and bring them to the St. Thomas Center by 9 AM on Thanksgiving morning; donations of money for potatoes, rolls, 
butter, milk, and Styrofoam containers for the dinner; help to prepare and serve the meals starting at 9:00 AM in 
the kitchen at St. Thomas Center; help to deliver meals in the Davis-Thomas, Pierce-Benbush area and Pineview 

apt.; a group of people to help wash dishes and clean up the Center.  If you plan on helping with any of the above 
mentioned items or you have any questions please call Kathy & Pat Kotten (866-6243). 

VISITING PRIEST NEXT WEEKEND 

Please take note of the Mass schedule. 
Fr. Grassi is going on vacation over the next  

two weeks.   While he is away,  Fr. Bill Kuchinsky 
will be covering the Masses and Confessions on 

 the weekend of November 15th & 16th.   
Confessions will be at the usual times at both churches.  

THANK YOU 
The family of Jack Lambruno would like to thank each and every one of you for your continuous prayers, Masses, 
cards, offers of help and your support this past year.  A special thanks to Father Grassi for his prayers and visits.  
Jack looked forward to them.  Thanks to the Society of St. Thomas Women for the luncheon they prepared for us 

and for giving us a place where we could all get together. 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/2412.Fulton_J_Sheen


As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of November, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in our   
armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

THE CRUSADES AND ISLAM 
     The Crusades are generally portrayed by revisionists as a series of holy wars against Islam led by power-mad popes and 
fought by religious fanatics.  They are supposed to have left a stain on the history of Western civilization in general and the 

Catholic Church in particular. 
     So what is the truth about the Crusades?  The Crusades were in every way defensive wars.  They were a direct response to 

Muslim aggression.  It was an attempt by Christians to turn back Muslim conquests of Christian lands. 
     While Muslims can be peaceful, Islam was born in war and grew in war.  From the time of Mohammed, the means of Mus-

lim expansion was always the sword. 
THE BIRTH OF THE CRUSADES 
     During the tenth century Christianity included the entire Mediteranean area; therefore, it was a prime target for Muslim 

leaders.  The Muslims attacked the Christians shortly after Mohammed’s death.  They were very successful.  Palestine, Syria, 
and Egypt quickly fell, then North Africa and Spain, and by the eleventh century, all of Asia Minor.  Christianity was reduced to 

little more than Greece. 
     In 1895, at the Council of Clermont, Pope Urban II called upon the knights of Christendom to push back the conquests of 

Islam.  The response was tremendous.  Many thousands of warriors took the vow of the cross and prepared for war.  Urban II 
gave the Crusaders two goals; the first to rescue the Christians; the second to recapture Jerusalem. 

     Crusading knights were generally wealthy European men willing to give up everything to undertake the holy mission.  Cru-
sading was also not cheap; even wealthy lords could easily impoverish themselves by joining a Crusade.  Why did they do it?  

It is for similar reasons we would (and I hope will) defend Christianity today.  In addition, they were eager to undertake the 
hardships of the Crusade as a penitential act of charity and love.  Medieval charters attest to these sentiments. 

REVISIONISTS 
     Revisionists often state the Crusaders were those who took advantage of an opportunity to rob and pillage in a faraway 

land. Of course, Crusaders were not opposed to capturing booty if it could be had, and they did not wish to leave it to the 
Islam survivors either.  Few people got rich.  The vast majorities of Crusaders returned with nothing, or were even impover-

ished. 
     It is often assumed that the central goal of the Crusades was forced conversion of the Muslim world.  This is basically un-

true as the Crusaders’ task was to defeat and defend against the Muslims.  That was all.  Muslims who lived in territories re-
taken by the Crusaders were generally allowed to retain their property and livelihood, and always their religion.  Indeed, 

throughout the history of the Crusades, Muslim inhabitants far outnumbered the Catholics.  In the 13th century the Francis-
cans began conversion efforts among Muslims, but this effort failed and was dropped. 

     The Crusades were wars, and like all warfare, there were mishaps, blunders, and crimes.  During the early days of the First 
Crusade in 1095, a ragtag band of Crusaders made its way down the Rhine, robbing and murdering all the Jews they could 

find. 
     The Popes, bishops, and priests made it clear the Jews of Europe were to be left unmolested.  In a modern war, we call 

tragic deaths like these “collateral damage.”  Even with smart technologies, the United States has killed far more innocents in 
our wars than the Crusaders ever could, but no one would seriously argue that the purpose of American wars is to kill women 

and children. 
THE FIRST CRUSADE 

     The First Crusade was terrible yet successful.  There was no leader, no chain of command, no supply lines, no detailed 
strategy.  It was simply thousands of warriors marching deep into enemy territory, committed to a common cause.  Many of 

them died, either in battle or through disease and starvation.  It was a rough campaign, one that seemed always on the brink 
of disaster, yet it was miraculously successful. 

THE SECOND CRUSADE 
When the Crusader County of Edessa fell to the Turks and Kurds in 1144, there was an enormous groundswell of support for a 

new Crusade in Europe.  It was led by two kings, Louis VII of France and Conrad III of Germany.  It was an utter failure.  
Most of the Crusaders were killed along the way.  Those who made it to Jerusalem only made things worse by attacking Mus-

lim Damascus, which formerly had been a strong ally of the Christians.  In the wake of such a disaster, Christians across Eu-
rope were forced to accept not only the continued growth of Muslim power but the certainty that God was punishing the West 

for its sins.  Crusading in the late twelfth century, therefore, became a total war effort.  Every person, no matter how weak or 
poor, was called to help.  Every one prayed for the war effort.  Warriors were asked to sacrifice their wealth and, if need be, 
their lives for the defence of the Christian East. (Continued next week.) 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         11/16               Lillian Plumley & Becca Siler                                 Kathy DiBacco                            Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      11/09 - 11/15:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         11/15              Pat & Kathy Kotten                                             Nancy Zizunas  
         11/16              Titi Ferguson & Mary Sagace                                Diane Rader                                Wesley Snyder     

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl & Mary Moore, Eula 
Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Judy Gutshall, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, 
Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Shari Burns, Michael Flanagan and Joan Brofka. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 

   
  Nov. 10   Monday                                      -                                   No Mass                        
  Nov. 11   Tuesday                                    -                                     No Mass                                   
  Nov. 12   Wednesday                                -                     No Mass 
  Nov. 13   Thursday                                           -                                                                    No Mass 
  Nov. 14   Friday                              -                                                                    No Mass 
  Nov. 15   Saturday                                                            -                                                 No Mass 
  Nov. 15   SATURDAY VIGIL                                     Nellie Uchic                                                      5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Nov. 16   SUNDAY                   Norman DePollo                                           9:00 AM  Thomas 
  Nov. 16   SUNDAY                                            People of the Parish                                             11:00 AM  Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


