
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER     

     "Shamefully in today's culture women are 
a commodiy"  

[buy, sell, trade]  
 

Buy: date=dinner-wine-sex 
Sell: porn 

Trade: divorce 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  NOV. 09, 2014  
 

 

St. Thomas:  $2,007.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy:  $599.00 
 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of November, the Tridentine Mass  
will NOT be offered at the following times and church: 

 
St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday NO MASS; 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday NO MASS. 
 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 
(No weekday Masses from 11/10 - 11/21) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

November 27 - THANKSGIVING - Dinner at the St. Thomas Center; takeout and deliveries as usual. 
December 7 - ASK FATHER immediately following the 11 AM Mass in the social hall. 
December 2 - Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting at 7 PM in the Rectory conference room. 
December 10 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6:00 PM in Parsons. 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking Ravioli. Each month we will 

let you know the items that are most needed.  
(PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE 
The Society of St. Thomas Women is raffling off a  

“HUGE” CHRISTMAS BASKET! 
The basket has a multiple variety of great gifts 

(including a $100 Wal-Mart gift card!)  Be sure to get 

your $5 chance today!  Chances are also available in 
Parsons in the back of the church.    

Drawing is December 14th! 

 

THANKSGIVING DINNER AT ST. THOMAS CENTER 
Preparation is already underway for the 2014 Ecumenical Thanksgiving Dinner for shut-ins and people of the Davis 
and Thomas area.  This year the dinner will be hosted again in the St. Thomas Center.   Volunteers, donations of 
time, talents and gifts will be needed to provide the following:  baked sliced turkeys, dressing, and pumpkin pies 

and bring them to the St. Thomas Center by 9 AM on Thanksgiving morning; donations of money for potatoes, rolls, 
butter, milk, and Styrofoam containers for the dinner; help to prepare and serve the meals starting at 9:00 AM in 
the kitchen at St. Thomas Center; help to deliver meals in the Davis-Thomas, Pierce-Benbush area and Pineview 

apt.; a group of people to help wash dishes and clean up the Center.  If you plan on helping with any of the above 
mentioned items or you have any questions please call Kathy & Pat Kotten (866-6243). 

THIS MONTH OF HOLY SOULS 
We do no favors for our beloved dead when we say that 
they are surely in Heaven.  That is a claim that offers US 

emotional comfort (and relieves us of any sense of duty to 
pray for them!)… but it does nothing to benefit them.  

There are so many persons who have died to whom we 
owe so much.  We can pay that debt with our prayers and 
Mass offerings.  Please remember them during November 

and every day. 

CATHOLIC TV NETWORK 
The CatholicTV Network, America’s Catholic Television Network, is now available to cable and satellite providers in 
our area.  Please help provide this upbeat, youthful and exciting Catholic network and a powerful resource to the 
people of our area and the entire nation.  To help, simply visit GetCatholicTV.com as an easy way to petition your 
cable or satellite provider.   



As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of November, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in our   
armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

THE CRUSADES AND ISLAM 
     THE THIRD CRUSADE 
     The Third Crusade was led by Emperor Frederick 1 Barbarossa of the German Empire, King Philip II Augusts of 

France, and King Richard I Lionheart of England.  The aged Frederick drowned while crossing a river on horseback, 
so his army returned home before reaching the Holy Land.  Philip and Richard came by boat, but their incessant 
bickering only added to an already divisive situation on the ground in Palestine.  After recapturing Acre, the king of 
France went home.  The Crusade, therefore, fell into Richard’s lap.  A skilled warrior, gifted leader, and superb tacti-
cian, Richard led the Christian forces to victory after victory, eventually reconquering the entire coast.  But Jerusalem 
was not on the coast, and after two abortive attempts to secure supply lines to the Holy City, Richard at last gave 
up.  Promising to return one day, he struck a truce with Saladin that ensured peace in the region and free access to 
Jerusalem for unarmed pilgrims.  The desire to restore Jerusalem to Christian rule and regain the True Cross re-
mained intense throughout Europe. 
 

THE FOURTH CRUSADE 
     The fourth Crusade ran aground when it was seduced into a web of Byzantine politics which the Westerners nev-

er fully understood.  They had made a detour to Constantinople to support an imperial claimant who promised great 
rewards and support for the Holy Land.  Yet once he was on the throne of the Caesars, their benefactor found that 
he could not pay what he had promised.  Thus betrayed by their Greek friends, in 1204 the Crusaders attacked, cap-
tured, and brutally sacked Constantinople, the greatest Christian city in the world.  Pope Innocent III, who had pre-
viously excommunicated the entire Crusade, strongly denounced the Crusaders.  But there was little else he could 
do.  The tragic events of 1204 closed an iron door between Roman Catholics and Greek Orthodox, a door that even 
today our popes have been unable to reopen.  It is a terrible irony that the Crusades, which were a direct result of 
the Catholic desire to rescue the Orthodox people, drove the two further apart. 
 

THE FIFTH CRUSADE 
     The Fifth Crusade managed briefly to capture Damietta in Egypt, but the Muslims eventually defeated the army 
and reoccupied the city. St. Louis IX of France led two Crusades in his life.  The first also captured Damietta, but 
Louis was quickly outwitted by the Egyptians and forced to abandon the city.  Although Louis was in the Holy Land 
for several years, developing defensive works, he never achieved his goal: to free Jerusalem.  He was a much older 
man in 1270 when he led another Crusade to Tunis, where he died of a disease that ravaged the camp. After St. 
Louis’s death, the ruthless Muslim leaders waged a brutal jihad against the Christians in Palestine.  By 1291, the 
Muslim forces had succeeded in killing or ejecting the last of the Crusaders.  This erased the Crusader kingdom from 
the map.  Despite numerous attempts and many more plans, Christian forces were never again able to gain a foot-
hold in the region until the 19th century. 
 

CONCLUSION 
     By the 15th century, the Crusades were no longer errands of mercy for a distant people but desperate attempts 
of one of the last remnants of Christendom to survive. 
     Europeans began to ponder the real possibility that Islam would finally achieve its aim of conquering the entire 
Christian world.  It did not happen, but it very nearly did. 
     In 1480, Sultan Mehmed II captured Otranto as a beachhead for his invasion of Italy.  Rome was evacuated.  Yet 

the sultan died shortly thereafter, and his plan died with him. 
    In 1529, Suleiman the Magnificent laid siege to Vienna.  A run of bad weather forced him to leave.  Thankfully he 
did not succeed. 
     Whether we admire the Crusaders or not, it is a fact that the world we know today would not exist without their 
efforts.  Christianity not only survived but flourished.  Without the Crusades, it might well have followed others of 
Islam’s rivals into extinction.   
                     Jim Fritz  (Excerpts were taken from Real History of the Crusades by Thomas F. Madden) 
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         Cleaning:      11/16 - 11/22:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco 
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         11/22             Rita Johnson                                                       Beth Spencer   
         11/23             Betty Woods                                                        Don Woods                                Nathaniel Rader 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl & Mary Moore, Eula 
Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Judy Gutshall, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, 
Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Shari Burns, Michael Flanagan and Joan Brofka. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   
  Nov. 17   Monday                                      -                                   No Mass                        
  Nov. 18   Tuesday                                    -                                     No Mass                                   
  Nov. 19   Wednesday                                -                     No Mass 
  Nov. 20   Thursday                                           -                                                                    No Mass 
  Nov. 21   Friday                              -                                                                    No Mass 
  Nov. 22   Saturday                                                            -                                                 No Mass 
  Nov. 22   SATURDAY VIGIL                                    Frances Shaga                                                   5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Nov. 23   SUNDAY                    Frances DePollo                                           9:00 AM  Thomas 
  Nov. 23   SUNDAY                                             People of the Parish                                             11:00 AM  Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


