
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISHSAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISHSAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH   

Mission:  OUR LADY OF MERCY   Mission:  OUR LADY OF MERCY   Mission:  OUR LADY OF MERCY      

St. Thomas Aquinas 

Thomas, West Virginia 

Our Lady of Mercy 

Parsons, West Virginia 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, November 23, 2014 

Parish Website: 

www.sttsite.com 



 

PRO-LIFE CORNER     

"If a woman plans to terminate her  
pregnancy, she commonly refers to the life  

within her as the 'fetus'.   
But if she intends to deliver and love  

and care for the little child,  
she affectionately calls him 'my baby'." 

--Dr. James C. Dobson 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  NOV. 16, 2014  
 

 

St. Thomas:  $1,710.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy:  $729.00 
 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of November, the Tridentine Mass  
will NOT be offered at the following times and church: 

 
St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday NO MASS; 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday NO MASS. 
 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 
(No weekday Masses from 11/10 - 11/21) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

November 27 - THANKSGIVING - Dinner at the St. Thomas Center; takeout and deliveries as usual. 
November 30 - First Sunday of Advent. 
December 2 - Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting at 7 PM in the Rectory conference room. 
December 7 - ASK FATHER immediately following the 11 AM Mass in the social hall. 
December 7 - Knights of Columbus Christmas Party at 5:00 PM in the St. Thomas Center. 
December 8/9 - National Night of Prayer for Life beginning at 9 PM Monday to 1:00 AM Tuesday at St. Thomas. 
December 10 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6:00 PM in Parsons. 

December 14 - Covered dish dinner immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
December 14 - National Appeal for the Retirement Fund for Religious. 
December 17 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild Christmas Party at 6:30 PM in the social hall. 
December 21 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild Meeting immediately following Mass. 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking Ravioli. Each month we will 

let you know the items that are most needed.  
(PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE 
The Society of St. Thomas Women is raffling off a  

“HUGE” CHRISTMAS BASKET! 
The basket has a multiple variety of great gifts 

(including a $100 Wal-Mart gift card!)  Be sure to get 
your $5 chance today!  Chances are also available in 

Parsons in the back of the church.    
Drawing is December 14th! 

 

THANKSGIVING DINNER AT ST. THOMAS CENTER 
It is almost time for our 2014 Ecumenical Thanksgiving Dinner for shut-ins and people of the Davis and Thomas 
area.  The dinner will be hosted again in the St. Thomas Center.  The following is still needed for a successful 

Thanksgiving meal:  A few more pumpkin pies.  Please bring them to the St. Thomas Center by 9 AM on Thanks-
giving morning; help to prepare and serve the meals starting at 9:00 AM in the kitchen at St. Thomas Center; help 
to deliver meals in the Davis-Thomas, Pierce-Benbush area and Pineview apt.; a group of people to help wash dish-
es and clean up the Center.  If you plan on helping with any of the above mentioned items or you have any ques-

tions please call Kathy & Pat Kotten (866-6243). 

 

PREGNANCY CARE CENTER TOY DRIVE 
The Pregnancy Care Center in Buck-
hannon is having a Toy Drive for chil-
dren age 5 and under.  Toys should 
cost no more than $10.  You may drop 
off your toy donation at the back of 
the church where they will be picked 
up before December 8th. 



As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of November, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia   

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

WHO IS MUHAMMAD’S ANGEL GABRIEL? 

The story of Muhammad and Gabriel the Genie 
      

     Could those who blindly follow Muhammad as their heaven-sent prophet and leader and adhere to Islam as the 
one divinely revealed religion and the only true way to salvation possible be deceived by Satan? 
      City Journal, Spring 2004, published an article by Theodore Dalrymple (pen name), titled When Islam Breaks 
Down.  Dalrymple said, “No Muslim in an Islamic society would dare to suggest that the Koran was not divinely dic-
tated through the mouth of the Prophet but rather was a compilation of a charismatic man’s words, and incorporat-
ing, with no very great originality, Judaic, Christian, and Zoroastrian elements.” 
      To be sure, Muslims believe that the Koran is of divine origin, eternal and coexisting in the very essence of Allah 
and is his sacred and direct word dictated in Arabic by the Angel Gabriel to Muhammad, containing Islamic revela-
tions and doctrine.  They believe that through Muhammad’s visions of the Archangel Gabriel, the Koran was revealed 
by instalments, some at Mecca and some at Medina, over the span of twenty-three years.  As the words flowed from 
Gabriel to the inspired lips of the Prophet Muhammad, they were written down upon palm leaves, leather or wood by 
his secretaries Zeid and Abdullah. 
     However, the mostly unspoken story is that in 610 AD Muhammad retired with his family during the month of 
Ramadan to the famous cave on Mount Hira, and there, after spending time in Pious exercises and meditations, he 
announced the secret of his mission to his wife, Khadija, revealing that the Angel Gabriel had just appeared to him 
and had told him that he had been appointed the “Apostle of God.” 
     Apparently the Angel Gabriel - a huge vision looming in the sky with its feet on the horizon - had enveloped Mu-
hammad in a terrifying embrace, strangling him so that he felt as if his breath was being forced from his body.  It 
was not until the third time the angel strangled Muhammad, demanding he recite words, that he finally did so.  Al-
fred Guillaume’s 2002 translation of Ibn Ishaq’s Sirat Rasul Allah - The Life of Muhammad, came to me while I was 
asleep with a coverlet of brocade whereupon was some writing, and said, ‘Read!’ I said, ‘What shall I read?’ He 
pressed me with the book so tightly that I thought it was death.”  Three times Gabriel pressed the book down on 
Muhammad’s chest until Muhammad had no breath left.  Finally, Muhammad said, “So I read it, and Gabriel departed 
from me.” 
     After Muhammad’s terrifying and violent encounter with the spirit in the cave, he believed that a jinn (genie or 

demon) possessed him.  In addition, not only Muhammad suspected a demonic source of his revelations, but also 
many of his contemporaries believed his revelatory experiences were demonic and he was demon possessed:  “Yet 
they run away from him and say: A man possessed!”  (Sura 44:14; Yusuf Ali) and “What! Shall we give up our gods 
for the sake of a poet possessed?”  (Sura 37:36; Yusuf Ali). 
     From that time the so-called revelations from Gabriel began to follow one after another in rapid succession.  It is 
said that during the moments of these revelations with Gabriel it was a painful sight to behold the nervousness of 
Muhammad’s features, the distortion of his countenance and the anxiety of mind portrayed on his face.  He would 
sometimes swoon and collapse to the ground, and even on the coldest day his forehead would be beaded with 
sweat.  His epileptic fits, which had begun at the age of five, now greatly increased during his spiritual struggles on 
account of his mental excitement and nightly visions.  Menezes says that as a result, many scholars have become 
convinced that Muhammad was either epileptic or demon possessed or both. 
     Refuting the whitewashed, peaceful Muhammad of politically correct myth, Joel Richardson in his Islamic Anti-
christ, published by WND Books, 2008, says, “When attempting to discern the primary spiritual source of Islam, it is 
essential to see not only the dark nature of the initial seed but even more so its ultimate vision for the future - its 
fully mature fruit - as the demonic anti-biblical revelations that began in the Cave of Hira find their culmination with 
the killing of every Jew, Christian, and other non-Muslim in the world.”  (Continued next week.) 

 
**Story from “Defenders of the Faith, Berkeley Springs, WV 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         11/30               Lillian & Ariona Plumley                                       Fred Sikarskie                             Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      11/23 - 11/29:  Pat Usnik & Christine Rosenau 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         11/29              Pat & Kathy Kotten                                             Kathy Supak 
         11/30              Summer Snyder & Titi Ferguson                           Michelle Snyder                           Isaac Quattro 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl & Mary Moore, Eula 
Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Judy Gutshall, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, 
Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Shari Burns, Michael Flanagan and Joan Brofka. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

   
  Nov. 24   Monday                            Mike Michaels             7:15 PM  Thomas                            
  Nov. 25   Tuesday                              Kathryn McCoy             5:00 PM  Thomas                                   
  Nov. 26   Wednesday                              Joseph Fratino             9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Nov. 27   Thursday   (Thanksgiving)               Alice, Joseph and Michael Fortini            9:00 AM  Thomas 
  Nov. 28   Friday                                  Michael Fratino             5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Nov. 29   Saturday                                                     *Hayden Fratino             9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Nov. 29   SATURDAY VIGIL                                   Patrick Flanagan                                                5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Nov. 30   SUNDAY                 People of the Parish             9:00 AM  Thomas 
  Nov. 30   SUNDAY                                            Neil & Yvonne Lothes                                           11:00 AM  Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


