
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
Being pregnant was very much like falling in love.  

You are so open. You are so overjoyed.  

There’s no words that can express having a baby  
growing inside of you so, of course, you want to  

scream it out and tell everyone.”    
– Beyonce 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  NOV. 24, 2014  
 

 

St. Thomas:  $1,729.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy:  $728.00 
 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of December, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 12/21/14; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 12/14/14. 

 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

December 2 - Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting at 6 PM in the St. Thomas Social Hall. 
December 7 - ASK FATHER immediately following the 11 AM Mass in the social hall. 
December 7 - Knights of Columbus Christmas Party at 5:00 PM in the St. Thomas Center. 
December 8/9 - National Night of Prayer for Life beginning at 9 PM Monday to 1:00 AM Tuesday at St. Thomas. 
December 10 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6:00 PM in Parsons. 
December 14 - Covered dish dinner immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
December 14 - National Appeal for the Retirement Fund for Religious. 
December 17 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild Christmas Party at 6:30 PM in the social hall. 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking Ravioli. Each month we will 

let you know the items that are most needed.  
(PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE 
The Society of St. Thomas Women is raffling off a  

“HUGE” CHRISTMAS BASKET! 
The basket has a multiple variety of great gifts 

(including a $100 Wal-Mart gift card!)  Be sure to get 
your $5 chance today!  Chances are also available in 

Parsons in the back of the church.    
Drawing is December 14th! 

NATIONAL NIGHT OF PRAYER FOR LIFE DECEMBER 8/9, 2014 
     It is time again to unite in prayer as a nation to re-establish a Culture of Life, return to being One Nation Under 
God, restore The Faith and become a people worthy of Christ’s Peace.  Blessed Teresa of Calcutta tells us that the 

greatest threat to Peace is the killing of the baby in the womb!  Disregard for Life and hostility toward the Christian 
Faith have resulted in terrible destruction.  Our Lord promises in Holy Scripture:  “If my people, upon whom my name 

has been pronounced, humble themselves and pray, and seek my presence and turn from their evil ways, I will hear 
them from heaven and pardon their sins and revive their land” (2 Chronicles 7: 12-22).  It is through the intercession 

of Our Blessed Mother that this revival will take place!  Under the titles of the Immaculate Conception and Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, the Blessed Virgin Mary will be invoked to save this country from the culture of Death!  By linking the 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception with the apparition of Our Lady of Guadalupe to St. Juan Diego on December 9, 
1531, the NATIONAL NIGHT OF PRAYER FOR LIFE provides a unique opportunity to obtain graces for the restoration 

of the United States of America.   Join us in UNITY OF PRAYER across the country in our cathedrals, churches, and 
chapels, highlighting Eucharistic Adoration and the Rosary.   

St. Thomas Aquinas Church — December 8/9, 2014 — 9:00 PM Sunday to 1:00 AM Monday.   
National Hour of Unity is 12:00 AM to 1:00 AM. 

PREGNANCY CARE CENTER TOY DRIVE 
The Pregnancy Care Center in Buck-
hannon is having a Toy Drive for chil-
dren age 5 and under.  Toys should 
cost no more than $10.  You may drop 
off your toy donation at the back of 
the church where they will be picked 
up before December 8th. 



As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of December, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia   

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

WHO IS MUHAMMAD’S ANGEL GABRIEL? 

The story of Muhammad and Gabriel the Genie 
     (continued from last week.)   
     Muhammad’s terrifying encounter stands in stark contrast to the gentle nature of angelic and divine encounters 
found throughout the Bible where angels almost always begin conversation with man with the comforting phrase, 
“Do not be afraid,” as the genuine St. Gabriel the Archangel did when speaking to the Blessed Mother at the Annun-
ciation. 
     One year before the six 1917 apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima in Portugal, the three shepherd children, Lucia 
dos Santos and her cousins Francisco and Jacinta Marto, saw the Angel of Portugal, also known as the Angel of 
Peace, who appeared to the children three times, taught them prayers and how to adore Our Lord.  During the third 
visit, the angel administered Holy Communion to the children.  At the time Lucia was nine years old, Francisco was 
eight and Jacinta six.  The three young children were not afraid of the angel, yet Muhammad, a 40 year-old married 
man, was terrified of the angel he encountered. 
     Would God, Who is immutable, send St. Gabriel the Archangel to the Blessed Mother to announce the birth of His 
Son, Jesus Christ, then change His mind 600 years later, and resend Gabriel to earth to Muhammad as His supreme 
prophet to announce a new religion to supersede Christianity, thereby implying that Christ’s redeeming death on the 

Cross was incomplete?  The answer is, no, God would not and did not rethink His salvation plan and send Gabriel to 
Muhammad to declare that he (Muhammad) was to start a new religion because Christianity just was not working 
out as first designed at the foundation of the world. 
     If Muhamad’s “Gabriel” is not the real St. Gabriel the Archangel then who is he?  Angels are real, and exist in the 
transcendent world of eternity.  Satan is an angel, now categorized as a demon, with angelic powers and therefore 
can reveal himself to humans in various forms.  Was Muhammad’s Gabriel then Satan in Disguise?  If Allah, Gabriel 
and Satan are one and the same, a sort of unholy trinity of hate, then Allah is a fallen angel, Satan himself, who 
needs to be worshipped in all his attributes of killing, destruction and death.  Admittedly Islam mirrors the attributes 
of Satan since the outward fruits of Islam are love of death, bloodshed, destruction, cruelty, stoning, stealing, vio-
lence, torture, hatred, beheading, murder, lying, constant jihad, subjugation, forced conversion, forced marriages, 
the barbaric practice of infibulation, kidnapping, slavery, dhimmitude, and the spread of Islam by brute force. 
     Since Christ founded Christianity in order to populate Heaven, why would the devil not think that he also must 
have an opposite religion, not only to thwart God’s plan, but also to populate hell?  On a mountain Satan showed all 

the kingdoms of the world to Christ and said that they would be His if Christ would kneel down and worship him.  
Christ did not submit so Satan withdrew until another day when, on another mountain, disguised as Gabriel, he of-
fered Muhammad domination of all the kingdoms of the world through Islam if only he (Satan) would be worshipped 
as Allah.  The terrified Muhammad submitted and in doing so was deceived by Satan. 

 

**Story from “Defenders of the Faith,” Berkeley Springs, WV 

 

2015 ENVELOPE PACKETS 
The 2015 Parishioner contribution envelopes are  

available for pick up in the back of the St. Thomas  

and Our Lady of Mercy Churches.  Please take your  
box home with you.  If you cannot find a box with  

your name on it or if you do not have envelopes and 
would like to receive them, please call the Parish  

Office and let us know.                     

 

 

 
ATTENTION ALL LADIES OF THE PARISH! 

All ladies are especially encouraged to attend the Society of 
St. Thomas Women’s Christmas Party meeting on Tues-
day at 6:00 PM in the St. Thomas Social Hall.  We will have 

light refreshments, finger foods and plenty of fun for all. 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         12/07               Addie Buckley & Becca Siler                                 Lukas Thompson                        Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      11/30 - 12/06:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         12/06              Kathy Supak                                                       Beth Spencer  
         12/07              Mary Sagace & Betty Woods                                 Summer Snyder                          Wesley Snyder 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl & Mary Moore, Eula 
Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Judy Gutshall, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, 
Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Shari Burns, Michael Flanagan and Joan Brofka. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
First Sunday of Advent 

  Dec. 01  Monday                              John Colligan                            7:15 PM  Thomas                            
  Dec. 02  Tuesday                                Angelo Grassi             5:00 PM  Thomas                                   
  Dec. 03  Wednesday                         Poor Souls in Purgatory                            9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Dec. 04  Thursday                                                        Susan Saboites             5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Dec. 05  First Friday                                                   *Mike Flanagan             1:00 PM  Cort. Acres 
  Dec. 05  First Friday                                       ADORATION & BENEDICTION            5:00 pm  Parsons  
  Dec. 05  First Friday                                     Mary Botizan                              6:00 PM  Parsons 
  Dec. 06  First Saturday                                                Helen Botizan              9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Dec. 06  SATURDAY VIGIL                                    Jack Lambruno                                                 5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Dec. 07  SUNDAY                  People of the Parish             9:00 AM  Thomas 
  Dec. 07  SUNDAY                                                Ben & Lela Long                                              11:00 AM  Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


