
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 

Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 

date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 

Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-

quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
The hairsplitting difference between formed  
and unformed makes no difference to us.   

Whoever deliberately commits abortion  
is subject to the penalty for homicide." 

 

--Saint Basil 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  NOV. 30, 2014  
 

 

St. Thomas:  $2829.01 
 

Our Lady of Mercy:  $743.00 
 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of December, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 12/21/14; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 12/14/14. 
(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

December 7 - ASK FATHER immediately following the 11 AM Mass in the social hall. 
December 7 - Knights of Columbus Christmas Party at 5:00 PM in the St. Thomas Center. 
December 8/9 - National Night of Prayer for Life beginning at 9 PM Monday to 1:00 AM Tuesday at St. Thomas. 
December 10 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6:00 PM in Parsons. 
December 14 - Covered dish dinner immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
December 17 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild Christmas Party at 6:30 PM in the social hall. 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking YAMS . Each month we will let 

you know the items that are most needed.  

(PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE 
The Society of St. Thomas Women is raffling a  

“HUGE” Christmas basket on December 14th!  This is 
your last chance to purchase a ticket for $5.  The 

drawing is December 14th!  Please hurry! 

NATIONAL NIGHT OF PRAYER FOR LIFE DECEMBER 8/9, 2014 
     It is time again to unite in prayer as a nation to re-establish a Culture of Life, return to being One Nation Under 
God, restore The Faith and become a people worthy of Christ’s Peace.  Blessed Teresa of Calcutta tells us that the 
greatest threat to Peace is the killing of the baby in the womb!  Disregard for Life and hostility toward the Christian 
Faith have resulted in terrible destruction.  Our Lord promises in Holy Scripture:  “If my people, upon whom my name 

has been pronounced, humble themselves and pray, and seek my presence and turn from their evil ways, I will hear 
them from heaven and pardon their sins and revive their land” (2 Chronicles 7: 12-22).  It is through the intercession 
of Our Blessed Mother that this revival will take place!  Under the titles of the Immaculate Conception and Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, the Blessed Virgin Mary will be invoked to save this country from the culture of Death!  By linking the 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception with the apparition of Our Lady of Guadalupe to St. Juan Diego on December 9, 
1531, the NATIONAL NIGHT OF PRAYER FOR LIFE provides a unique opportunity to obtain graces for the restoration 
of the United States of America.   Join us in UNITY OF PRAYER across the country in our cathedrals, churches, and 
chapels, highlighting Eucharistic Adoration and the Rosary.   

St. Thomas Aquinas Church — December 8/9, 2014 — 9:00 PM Monday to 1:00 AM Tuesday.   
National Hour of Unity is 12:00 AM to 1:00 AM. 

GIVE THANKS FOR RELIGIOUS 
A parishioner writes, “We thank God today and every day for every religious sister who taught us in school, not only 
our ABCs, but also to love God.”  Share your gratitude for the senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order 
priests who made a positive difference in so many lives.  Please give generously to next week’s collection for the 
Retirement Fund for Religious. 

WOMEN’S GUILD CHRISTMAS PARTY! 
 Our Christmas Party will be held next Wednesday, De-
cember 17th at 6:30 PM in the Social hall.  All women 
are asked to bring a general exchange gift ($5 - $10) 
and finger foods.  All women of the parish are invited. 



As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of December, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia   

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

A REFLECTION FOR ADVENT  “HONEY, WE’RE PREGNANT!” 
     Few statements carry as much emotion as the one that titles this piece, especially for those who have almost 
given up after years of disappointment and false hopes. So we can imagine the response of one couple, the biblical 
Abraham and Sarah, who against all odds not only become pregnant, but models of faith in the process. 
     It’s both a cliché and an understatement to say that God is a God of surprises, but it’s true. Theologian and nov-
elist Frederick Buechner goes further and says that while we easily see tragedy of the stories of scripture, we must 
also see their comedy, when, as he says, “What shouldn’t happen, what couldn’t possibly happen . . . happens!”— 
like the resurrection, like the ne’er-do-well son welcomed home again, like the birth of Abraham and Sarah’s son 
Isaac, whose name means “Son of Laughter.” Advent should leave our faces streaked with tears of laughter at our-
selves for thinking we had figured God out! 
     But Abraham and Sarah are Advent pillars not only because grace broke into their lives, but also because they 
trusted the God who made the promise. Saint Paul considers Abraham to be our father in faith not because of any 
qualifying deeds, but because he trusted that the promises of God would be fulfilled. We find God in surprising mo-
ments of grace, and we also find God in the experiences that call for patient waiting and trust. 
     Waiting is not the strong suit of many of us in our hurry-up culture. Everything is urgent. Hope is foreign to peo-
ple who expect quick relief, cures, and solutions. We struggle to guard Advent jealously because popular culture 
short-circuits this season of hope: We are tempted to go directly to celebrating Christmas without getting in touch 
with the part of ourselves that is longing, hoping, and trusting. 
     Waiting is also difficult because we’re forced to admit that we are not in control—God is. A friend who recently 
became pregnant experienced an awed helplessness as the natural process advanced within her body. Her husband 
also could only wait with her, loving and supporting her and their unborn child, but unable to accelerate the process. 
     For all their drama, the words “Honey, we’re pregnant,” uttered by a tear-streaked, wrinkle-faced 90-year-old 
Sarah to wobbly, unbelieving Abraham, or by an amazed, teenaged Mary to an equally confounded Joseph, indicate 
not the joy of birth—not quite yet—but the amazing surprise of love, and the beginning of a season of waiting, when 
God-is-with-us. 

THANKS TO ALL 
We would like to thank all who so generously gave in anyway to the Thanksgiving dinner.  We are blessed by the 

generosity of you sharing time and talents to help with the Blackwater Ministerial Thanksgiving dinner. 

   
  **FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION - HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION** 
            Please take note of the Mass schedule for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. 
                  Masses will be held on Monday at 7:00 AM and 7:00 PM in Thomas  
                                     and on Monday at 12:00 noon in Parsons.  

 

COVERED DISH DINNER 
We will have a covered dish dinner next Sunday,  

December 14th immediately following the 11 AM Mass  

in Parsons.  All are invited to attend! 

50/50 RAFFLE 
The Knights of Columbus council is selling 50/50 raffle 
tickets!  If you are interested in purchasing any tickets 

please see one of the Knights after Mass.  The drawing 
will be held today, December 7th. 

 

BAPTISM ANNOUNCEMENT! 
Congratulations to Raymond and Kathleen LaMora on the 

Baptism of their son Logan Kenney LaMora.   
The Baptism took place last Sunday, November 30th at 

Our Lady of Mercy Church. 

    CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
If you would like to make a donation  

towards Christmas flowers in memory of 

loved ones, envelopes are available at the 

back of the church. 

http://www.loyolapress.com/genesis-12-23-abraham-and-sarahs-journey.htm
http://www.loyolapress.com/advent-waiting.htm
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=pnvW-wKO5GWXaM&tbnid=wXNPpoTWGIETgM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.squidoo.com%2FChristmasactivities1&ei=plufUueXFYnokAemmoGYDg&bvm=bv.57155469,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNGx0t


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 

         12/14               Kaylee DiBacco & Dee Oldaker                             Tom Gutshall                             Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      12/07 - 12/13:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         12/13              Rita Johnson                                                      Nancy Zizunas 
         12/14              Summer Snyder                                                  Diane Rader                               Nathaniel Rader 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl & Mary Moore, Eula 
Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Judy Gutshall, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, 

Jim Willis, Russ Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Shari Burns, Michael Flanagan and Joan Brofka.  

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Second Sunday of Advent 

  Dec. 08  Monday (Immaculate Conception)                 Etta Martin                               7:00 AM  Thomas                            

  Dec. 08  Monday (Immaculate Conception)                Muriel Nestor                     12:00 Noon Parsons  
  Dec. 08  Monday (Immaculate Conception)              Jack Lambruno                                                 7:00 PM  Thomas 
  Dec. 09  Tuesday                                                          Frances Shaga              5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Dec. 10  Wednesday                                 Mary Botizan                                                  9:00 AM  Parsons 

  Dec. 11  Thursday                                                        Jack Lambruno              5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Dec. 12  Friday                                   Kathryn McCoy                              5:00 PM  Parsons 
  Dec. 13  Saturday                                                Honey, Vivian & Ulli Vachon                           9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Dec. 13  SATURDAY VIGIL                                     Frances Shaga                                                 5:00 PM  Thomas 

  Dec. 14  SUNDAY                  People of the Parish             9:00 AM  Thomas      
  Dec. 14  SUNDAY                                       Clifford, Anna & Robert Foster                                    11:00 AM  Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


