
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
"The Eternal Being, who knows every-

thing and who created the whole uni-

verse, became not only a man but a 

baby, and before that a fetus in a 

woman's body." 

—C.S. Lewis   

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  DEC. 14, 2014  
 

St. Thomas:  $4,526.00 
Retirement Fund:  $974.00 

Our Lady of Mercy:  $835.00 
Retirement Fund:  $370.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of December, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 12/21/14; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 12/14/14. 

 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

 

December 21 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild Meeting immediately following Mass. 
December 24 - Christmas Pageant and Choral Program in Parsons beginning at 6:00 PM followed by Mass at 6:30. 

December 24 - St. Thomas Christmas choral program at 11:30 PM followed by Mass at Midnight. 
January 1 - Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God. 
January 4 - Epiphany pot luck dinner at Our Lady of Mercy church immediately following Mass. 
January 11 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting after the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
January 14 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 6:00 PM in the St. Thomas Center. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking YAMS . Each month we will 

let you know the items that are most needed.  
(PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

THANK YOU 
     The family of Judy Gutshall would like to thank everyone for all the Mass offerings, flowers, cards and prayers.  A spe-
cial thank you to the ladies of the church for the fabulous meal they prepared and to Fr. Grassi for everything you did, not 
only for our mother, but for our family as well.   

     Words cannot convey how much we appreciate the expressions of sympathy and all the help that was provided 
us during our moment of sorrow.  We are truly grateful for your prayers and support. 

 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF WEST VIRGINIA 
     Many of our poor and vulnerable West Virginia neighbors face the same challenges we face, but without the 
same resources to cope with those challenges.  Many times they live in a world of despair and isolation.  Your annu-
al gift to Catholic Charities WV can change a world.   Please consider making an annual gift to Catholic Charities WV  
during the second collection at Mass on the most joyous of days - Christmas. 

 

  CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
Please consider making a donation  
towards Christmas flowers in memory of 
loved ones.  Envelopes are available at the 
back of the church.  Please hurry! 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
We would like to congratulate Dolores Phillips and Grace 

Weant, winners of the large Christmas baskets!   
The Society of St. Thomas Women would like to thank 
everyone who supported us by donating items, selling 

and/or buying tickets for this special fundraiser. 
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of December, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia   

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

REFLECTION FOR ADVENT 
Repentance and Renewal  

 

     During Advent we honor the descendants of the House of David, a royal line of nobles and cads who point the 
way to the Messiah. King David himself is a fascinating mix of courage and cowardice. He slew the giant warrior 
Goliath with a single slingshot when he was still a boy, but as king he succumbs to venal desires with deadly conse-
quences. His later sorrow and repentance are well documented in the Book of Psalms. 
      
     Poor David—he was doing so well for a while, uniting Israel and making it mighty—but then he lets power go to 
his head. He sees the beautiful Bathsheba and decides he wants her for his own, even though he knows she is the 
wife of Uriah, one of his most dedicated soldiers. 
 
     When he learns that Bathsheba is pregnant with his child, David tries to get Uriah to sleep with Bathsheba so 
that Uriah will think the baby to come is his. But Uriah, who is preparing for battle, refuses to be with his wife. Da-
vid decides his only recourse is to have Uriah killed during the battle by one of his henchmen. It is a sordid tale in 

which the cover-up is worse than the crime. 
 
     Why, when he could have had any young maiden he wanted, did David choose someone who was off limits? 
How could he betray someone who served him so loyally? Perhaps 19th-century historian and moralist Lord Acton 
offers the best explanation: “Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” 
 
     In a time when we moderns are sickened by waste and greed on Wall Street, David’s arrogance seems all too 
familiar. No matter how much some of us have, we want more—and worse yet, we think we deserve more. How 
does one get off this treadmill of selfishness and one-upmanship? 
      
     Psalm 36 outlines David’s problem: Sinners close their eyes to God and “live with the delusion their guilt will not 

be known and hated.” But in reality, sinners live in misery: “My frame aches because of my sin” is the lament in 
Psalm 38. The solution offered—one that John the Baptist and Jesus affirm centuries later—is to repent and turn 
one’s heart and mind to God. The descriptions of David’s anguish and guilt are reassuring. Guilt is a sign that one 
still has a conscience— a connection with God that, though frayed, is not completely severed. Advent is a good time 
for each of us to examine our own consciences and ask ourselves, What gnaws at me? Which of my actions do I 
know to be dishonest, hurtful, or demeaning to others? What can I do to restore my relationship with God and oth-
ers?  (Confession? …… see below for more details.) 

THANKS TO ALL 
We would like to thank all who so generously gave in anyway to the Thanksgiving dinner.  We are blessed by the 

generosity of you sharing time and talents to help with the Blackwater Ministerial Thanksgiving dinner. 

 
Prepare your soul for the Prince of peace! 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Confessions will be available 30 minutes before all  

Masses and at 5:00 PM on Christmas Eve at Our Lady of Mercy  
and before Midnight Mass and the 9 AM Mass at St. Thomas  

(or by appointment.)  

http://www.loyolapress.com/the-book-of-psalms-fyi.htm
http://www.loyolapress.com/an-examination-of-conscience.htm


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         12/28               Lillian Plumley & Addie Buckley                            Jessica Gutshall                          Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      12/21 - 12/27:  Pat Usnik & Christine Rosenau 

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         12/27             Rita Johnson                                                       Kathy Supak  
         12/28              Summer Snyder & Mary Sagace                            Don Woods          Wesley Snyder 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl & Mary Moore, Eula 
Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ 
Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Shari Burns, Michael Flanagan and Joan Brofka. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

   
  Dec. 22  Monday                  Leonard Teranto                                  7:15 AM  Thomas                            
  Dec. 23  Tuesday                                                         Patrick Flanagan                                         5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Dec. 24  Wednesday  (Christmas Eve)                   People of the Parish                                       6:30 PM  Parsons 
  Dec. 24  Wednesday  (Midnight Mass)                 Mary Christine DiBacco       12:00 Midnight Thomas 
  Dec. 25  Thursday  (Christmas Day)               Alice, Joseph & Michael Fortini            9:00 AM  Thomas                                                                                               
  Dec. 26  Friday                                      Frank Loscar                             5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Dec. 27  Saturday                                                           Carl Zakrajsek                                            9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Dec. 27  SATURDAY VIGIL                              * Patrick & Kathryn Kotten                                    5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Dec. 28  SUNDAY           Living & Deceased members of the Moore Family         9:00 AM  Thomas      
  Dec. 28  SUNDAY                                                people of the Parish                                      11:00 AM  Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


