
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISHSAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISHSAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH   

Mission:  OUR LADY OF MERCY   Mission:  OUR LADY OF MERCY   Mission:  OUR LADY OF MERCY      

St. Thomas Aquinas 

Thomas, West Virginia 

Our Lady of Mercy 

Parsons, West Virginia 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, January 18, 2015 

Parish Website: 

www.sttsite.com 



 

PRO-LIFE CORNER 
"Yet they [the American Cancer Society] refuse to list 

the Abortion/Breast Cancer risk, even though 13 of 14 

studies in the USA revealed the risk and 25 of 31 studies 

worldwide.  Laboratory tests with rats also revealed the 

risk.  And yet, with this evidence, why is the ACS with-

holding this vital information?" 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  JAN 11, 2015  
 

 
St. Thomas:  $2,037.68 

 
Our Lady of Mercy:  $733.00 

 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of January, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and church: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 01/18/15; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 01/11/15. 

 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

January 22 - 41st Annual March for Life in Washington, D.C. 
February 01 - “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
February 08 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting after the 11 AM Mass in Parsons 
February 11 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 6:00 PM in the Parsons Social Hall. 
February 14 - Valentine Dinner/Dance sponsored by the Knights of Columbus. 
February 18 - Ash Wednesday 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
 

The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking rice. Each month we will let 
you know the items that are most needed.  

 
(PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

Are you looking for a boost in your life? 
How about a GREAT New Year’s resolution?  We have 
Adoration 30 minutes before Mass on Wednesday in 

Parsons and on Friday in Thomas. 

                          

THANK YOU! 

Thanks to all who helped take down the decorations.  
It was wonderful that so many people stayed after 

Mass to help take down pack away and clean up the 
mess that was made.  It is proof that “many hands 

make light work”.  May the Lord reward all of you for 
your generous service. 

THE 42ND ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE 
 

The March for Life is an annual pilgrimage of prayer and public witness to protest the 1973 decision of the U.S. Su-
preme Court to legalize abortion.  As Catholics, we believe that all life is sacred.  Participating in the March for life is 
an opportunity to be advocates for those who cannot speak for themselves and to help our government understand 
why we believe life is so sacred.  Please come join us and take a stand for LIFE!  We will be taking a car (or cars) to 

the metro stop in Vienna, VA., and then we will take the train into D.C.  Please call the Parish Office if you would 
like to join this life saving event, Thursday, January 22nd, 2015. 

 

SECOND COLLECTION Next WEEKEND 
 

Their will be a 2nd collection next weekend, January 24th    
and 25th, for the Church in Latin America.   

 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of 
January, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   

for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the 
Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to 

the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
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THANKS TO ALL 
We would like to thank all who so generously gave in anyway to the Thanksgiving dinner.  We are blessed by the 

generosity of you sharing time and talents to help with the Blackwater Ministerial Thanksgiving dinner. 

Comparison of Auschwitz to the Abortion Holocaust   By:  Jim Fritz  from  “Defenders of the Faith”  
What was Auschwitz? Built by the Nazis as both a concentration camp (prison) and death camp, Auschwitz was the largest of the 
Nazi camps and the most streamlined mass killing center ever created. It was at Auschwitz that 1.1 million people were murdered. 
The majority of the people killed in the Holocaust were Jews; however many Catholics and Catholic priests were also killed. The 
most famous Catholic priest was Maximilian Kolbe, a Polish priest who died as prisoner 16770 in Auschwitz on August 14, 1941. 
After a prisoner had escaped from the camp, another prisoner was scheduled for execution – a prisoner with a wife and children. 
Kolbe volunteered to take his place. The concentration camp was actually opened in May 1940 and operated until January 1945, 
shortly before the war ended. Auschwitz, only 37 miles from Krakow, Poland, was the largest camp, but only one of many and 
included 45 sub-camps. It was the scene of medical experiments, and the home of Block 11 (a place of severe torture) and the 
Black Wall (a place of execution).  Auschwitz II was built approximately two miles away from Auschwitz I and was the primary 
killing center of the Auschwitz death camp. Auschwitz III was built as "housing" for the slave laborers at a synthetic rubber facto-
ry. The 45 other sub-camps also housed prisoners used for forced labor.  Jews, gypsies, homosexuals, anti-socials, criminals and 
prisoners of war were rounded up, stuffed into railroad cattle cars and sent to Auschwitz. When the trains stopped at Auschwitz ll, 
the newly arrived were told to and get off the train, leaving all their belongings on board, and gather on the railway platform 
known as "the ramp." Families who had disembarked together were quickly and brutally separated as an SS officer, usually a Nazi 
doctor, ordered each individual into one of two lines. Most women, children, older men, and those who looked unfit or unhealthy 
were ordered to the left; while most young men and others who looked strong enough to perform hard labor were sent to the 
right. Unbeknownst to the people in the two lines, the left line led to immediate death in the gas chambers, and people in the right 
line were imprisoned in the camp.  Once the selection process concluded, a select group of Auschwitz prisoners gathered up all the 
belongings, and these items (including clothing, eyeglasses, medicine, shoes, books, pictures, jewelry and prayer shawls) would 
periodically be bundled and shipped back to Germany (the spoils of war).  The people sent to the left line were never told they 
had been chosen for death. They were told that they were going to be sent to work but first must shower and be disinfected. The 
victims were ushered into an anteroom and told to remove all their clothing. Totally naked, these men, women and children were 
ushered into a large room which resembled a large shower room. After the doors closed, a Nazi would pour Zyklon-B pellets which 
turned into poison gas upon contact with air. The gas killed quickly.  Once everyone in the room was dead, special prisoners would 
air out the room and remove the bodies. The bodies were searched for gold and placed in the crematoria. Auschwitz ll had four 
main gas chambers, each with its own crematorium. Each gas chamber could incinerate about 6,000 people a day.  When the 
Allies overtook Germany and the war ended, I was a teenager. I would view newsreels showing these death camps before each 
movie. I saw pictures of the gas chambers and naked bodies stacked like piles of wood; the crematoriums and the tall smoke 
stacks. I saw the gold and other items extracted from the bodies before cremation. One soldier had a small lamp shade made from 
the tattooed skin of a victim. All of us who viewed these scenes wondered how a society could tolerate this.  The German popula-
tion denied knowledge of this holocaust and to some extent, this may have been true as Jews and other victims boxed into train-
cars did not envision being gassed and cremated. However, the Germans were aware of the treatment of Jews and others. The 
Germans knew of the incarceration and evacuation of Jews in boxcars to labor camps, yet most did nothing to intervene.  There is 
an excellent pro-life flyer called “Sing a Little Louder” which recalls the holocaust and the reaction of the German people. It con-
tains a story of an old man who approached pro-life activist Penny Lea after a speech. He told her he had lived in Germany during 
this time. He was a Christian and every week attended Sunday services. Like most people, he had heard what was happening to 
the Jews, but like most people he tried to distance himself from reality.  Railroad trains passed behind his small church, and each 
Sunday morning the parishioners could hear the whistle from a distance followed by the clacking of the train’s wheels as it passed 
by. The parishioners grimly realized the train was carrying Jews as cattle in those cars. They dreaded hearing the whistle and 
wheels because they knew the Jews would begin to cry out as they passed the church. It was terribly disturbing to them, but they 
felt there was nothing they could do to help these poor, miserable people.  They knew exactly what time the train would come by 
the church, at the same time they would be singing hymns. When they heard the whistle they sang as loudly as possible to drown 
out the screams.  The old man ended his story by confessing he still hears the train whistle and screams in his sleep. He asks God 
to forgive all of those who called themselves Christians yet did nothing to intervene.  How many Christians today are doing the 
same thing in regard to the Abortion Holocaust? The old man said, “It is happening all over again in America with abortion.” More 
babies are killed in one year in America than were killed in the entire history of Auschwitz.  Another similarity of abortion to Ausch-
witz is the recent disclosure of 15,000 aborted babies who were incinerated by a British hospital as a heating source. This report of 
babies burned to heat UK hospitals is a shocking wake up to how callous people are toward abortion It is comparable to the way 
the Nazi regime treated human life.  Now, I am no longer a teenager, but an old man myself and I engage in sidewalk counseling 
at an abortion facility in Hagerstown, Maryland. I often plead for people to come and witness in front of the facility. I ask them to 
do this by holding a sign, or praying or counseling. I see those from local churches walk by and look away. I see those who walk 
on the other side of the street to avoid us. At most, we get an answer such as, “I will pray for you.”  I think, “Yes, they will pray 
for us from the comfort of their pews or living rooms while the prayer warriors and counselors are out there for hour after hour in 
the bitter cold of winter, rain in spring and heat in summer.” Those who say, “I will pray for you” are ignoring the unheard cries of 
the babies being killed less than a block from their churches. They are ignoring the likelihood these woman going through the 
abortion will suffer from this for the rest of their lives through depression, breast cancer and even suicide. They will ignore the fact 
that two thirds of these women are forced into the abortion by boyfriends, husbands, parents or others. I wonder how they man-
age to distance themselves from reality. I sometimes wonder if they also sing a little louder. 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         01/25              Lillian Plumley & Kaylee DiBacco                           Lukas Thompson                         Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      01/18 - 01/24: Pat Usnik & Christine Rosenau  

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         01/24              Rita Johnson                                                      Nancy Zizunas 
         01/25              Titi Ferguson & Mary Sagace                                John Ferguson                             Nathaniel Rader 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl & Mary Moore, Eula 
Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ 
Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Sherry Burns, and Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   
  Jan. 19  Monday                Edwin Kaczmareck                   7:15 AM  Thomas                           
  Jan. 20  Tuesday                                                            *Gloria Bluj                                                   5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Jan. 21  Wednesday                                                    Lela & Ben Long     9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Jan. 22  Thursday                                              Daniel Barteau                                                      7:00 AM Thomas 
  Jan. 23  Friday                                                         John & Gladys Donica                   5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Jan. 24  Saturday                                                           Rita Serowik                                   9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Jan. 24  SATURDAY VIGIL                                          Frances Shaga                                                5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Jan. 25  SUNDAY                     People of the Parish                                                 9:00 AM  Thomas      
  Jan. 25  SUNDAY                                                Lela & Ben Long                                               11:00 AM  Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


