
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
"The hairsplitting difference between formed  

and unformed makes no difference to us.   

Whoever deliberately commits abortion  

is subject to the penalty for homicide." 
 

--Saint Basil 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  JAN 18, 2015  
 

St. Thomas:  $1,968.12 
Our Lady of Mercy:  $560.00 

 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of February, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 02/15/15; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 02/08/15. 

 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

February 01 -  Blessing of the Throats immediately following all weekend Masses. 
February 01 - “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 

February 08 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting after the 11 AM Mass in Parsons 
February 11 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 6:00 PM in the Parsons Social Hall. 
February 14 - Valentine Dinner/Dance sponsored by the Knights of Columbus. 
February 15 - Mardi Gras Covered Dish Dinner immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
February 18 - Ash Wednesday 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking rice. Each month we will let 

you know the items that are most needed.  
(PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

VALENTINE DINNER/DANCE SPONSORED BY KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  
Open to all parishioners and their invited guests.  Everyone is invited to come to 
our Valentine Dinner/Dance on Saturday, February 14th in the St. Thomas Cen-

ter, immediately following the 5:00 PM Mass in Thomas.  The cost is $15 per 
person.  Please see one of the Knights for a ticket if you are interested in com-

ing.  You won’t want to miss this event, it is sure to be a night of great food and 
plenty of fun for all!   

 
 

2nd COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND 
 

Their will be a 2nd collection this weekend, 
January 24th and 25th, for the  

Church in Latin America.   

 

BLESSING OF THE THROATS 
“St. Blaise is given special recognition on Feb. 3rd, not only with a feast day, but with a unique ceremony that  
parallels the practice of anointing the sick.  In this case, it is blessing the throats of those with throat disorders  

and anyone who wishes to avoid getting such a malady. “  (Fr. William Saunders)    
 

On Sunday, February 1st we will have the blessing of throats immediately following all of  
our weekend Masses in honor of St. Blaise . 

ATTENTION ALL TEEN GIRLS! 
You are invited to a church sleep-over on Friday, Feb-
ruary 7th beginning at 6:00 PM until noon on Saturday 
in the Our Lady of Mercy Convent!  Dinner, snacks and 
breakfast will be provided.  Come and enjoy an even-

ing of fun, games, movies and girl talk! 
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AGAINST ALL ODDS, MY DEAR MOTHER GAVE ME LIFE! 
   I love being a Catholic priest.  I love celebrating the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  I love preaching the Word.  I love 
people.  I love everything about being an Alter Christus.  But most of all, I love the way God, in his inscrutable fash-

ion, saw fit to arrange my journey to the altar of God in spite of my unworthiness and sinfulness.  For you see, I 
almost didn’t Make it!  Let me explain. 
   My dear mother, recently deceased at the age of 95, was born Nov. 11, 1915, at the height of WWI.  She was 22 
when she met my father.  Mother told me he was the first man to ask her hand in marriage.  His being young and 
handsome, she fell “head over heels” for him and immediately said “yes”!  They eloped. 
Depression-era woes:   
   The times were difficult as America was at the height of the Great Depression and many were out of work, my 
father being one of them.  And we were soon to enter the Second World War, bringing more pain and suffering to 
millions of Americans.  These were not the best of times for starting a family.  When my unemployed father learned 
of mother’s pregnancy, he insisted I be aborted, with the ultimatum he would leave her should she refuse. 
Mother refused to go along: 
   Being raised Catholic, she knew this was wrong, and, besides, she desperately wanted me.  With no job, my dad 

began drinking and womanizing and would return to our small New York City apartment in a drunken rage, wanting 
to know if she had made an appointment with a local abortionist in Greenwich Village named “Dr. Sunshine.”  When 
she said no, Dad began to strike her.  Then he would leave and disappear for days and weeks at a time.  Finally, he 
forcibly took her to the abortionist.  But when Dr. Sunshine examined and saw mom was past four months and how 
the procedure at this late date could spell her death as well, Dad took off. 
Amazing grace: 
   By the grace of God, I was born Dec. 23, 1937.  Fast forward.  I eventually was placed in a Catholic orphanage 
with 500 other youngsters.  Looking back on those years, I appreciate more than ever the heroic sacrifices those 
precious nuns made to house, clothe and feed all of us during such difficult economic times.  For me, the greatest 
blessing was to receive daily instruction in the Catholic faith, primarily from the old “Baltimore Catechism.”  We had 
daily Mass and, at one point, Sister asked if I would like to serve at Mass.  I was delighted as she instructed me in 
the Latin prayers and the responses.  A fringe benefit was getting to know the priest whom I grew to admire; in 
fact, I took my confirmation name “Mark” from this wonderful, dedicated servant of God. 
   Eventually mom divorced dad and remarried “outside of the church.”  I was 11 when I left the orphanage in the 
“country” setting and found myself overwhelmed by the speed of life on the sidewalks of New York.  In my youthful 
ignorance, I didn’t even know the difference between a Democrat and a Republican as the radio discussed presiden-
tial candidates Dewey and Truman! 
Worked hard, got much help: 
   Small after-school jobs helped me raise money to pay my tuition for the Catholic high school I was blessed to 
attend.  Again, I was impressed by the witness of the priests and religious brothers who were my instructors.  The 
thought of entering the religious life took hold.  With prayer and spiritual guidance, I applied and was accepted into 
a religious community of priests and brothers.  Not feeling “worthy” of the priesthood, I was accepted as a brother 
candidate, and over the next 25 years different confessors and spiritual directors asked me to consider the priest-
hood.   An honest “retreat of election” conducted by a very saintly priest assured me this was the “will of God,” and 

so ….fast forward...after years of seminary study, I was ordained May 25, 1985. 
Blessed forgiveness! 
   After the joy of being able to celebrate Holy Mass daily comes my joy of sitting in the confessional.  How many 
times over the last 28 years have I absolved the sin of abortion, and as I often listened quietly to the frequently 
tearful account from the mother on the other side of the screen, I would find myself quietly shedding a sympathetic 
tear as God mercifully uses me, sinful person that I am, as his “instrument” to bring healing and peace to this, his 
precious daughter.  But for the grace of God, there go I.            —Rev. Francis E. Butler, S.S. J. 

 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of February, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in 

our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         02/01              Addie Buckley & Ariona Plumley                            Tom Gutshall                             Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      01/25 - 01/31:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         01/31              Pat & Kathy Kotten                                              Beth Spencer  
         02/01              Betty Woods & Summer Snyder                             Don Woods                                Isaac Quattro 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl & Mary Moore, Eula 
Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ 
Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Sherry Burns, and Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   
  Jan. 26  Monday                  Leonard Teranto                   7:15 AM  Thomas                           
  Jan. 27  Tuesday                                                           Robert Studer                                                 5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Jan. 28  Wednesday                                                  Martha Kochenderfer    9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Jan. 29  Thursday                                               Diana DiBacco                                        5:00 PM Thomas 
  Jan. 30  Friday                                                                Tina Romero               5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Jan. 31  Saturday                                                       Fr. Cesidio Federico                               9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Jan. 31  SATURDAY VIGIL                                           Cesar Gamboa                                                5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Feb. 01  SUNDAY                    Wilbur & Isabel Killeen                9:00 AM  Thomas      
  Feb. 01  SUNDAY                                               People of the Parish                                               11:00 AM  Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


