
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
"The right to life is not a woman's issue.  The Lord is 

the giver of life and only He can make choices about 

life.  It is always a reward to have life ... only the Lord 

gives and takes life." She characterized partial-birth 

abortion as "infanticide ... total infanticide," adding, 

"and it's acceptable in Washington, D.C." 

--Margaret Heckler, former Secretary of Health, Welfare, and Edu. 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  FEB. 01, 2015  
 

St. Thomas:  $3,021.18 
 

Our Lady of Mercy:  $725.00 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of February, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 02/15/15; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 02/08/15. 

 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

 

February 08 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting after the 11 AM Mass in Parsons 

February 11 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 6:00 PM in the Parsons Social Hall. 
February 14 - Valentine Dinner/Dance sponsored by the Knights of Columbus. 
February 15 - Mardi Gras Covered Dish Dinner immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
February 18 - Ash Wednesday 
February 19 - 4th Degree Knights meeting at Our Lady of Mercy at 6:00 PM. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking Chicken Rice soup. Each 

month we will let you know the items that are most  
needed. (PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

VALENTINE DINNER/DANCE SPONSORED BY KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  
Open to all parishioners and their invited guests.  Everyone is invited to come to 
our Valentine Dinner/Dance on Saturday, February 14th in the St. Thomas Cen-

ter, immediately following the 5:00 PM Mass in Thomas.  The cost is $15 per 
person.  Please see one of the Knights for a ticket if you are interested in com-

ing.  You won’t want to miss this event, it is sure to be a night of great food 
(beer and wine too!) and plenty of fun for all!   

 

                             CELEBRATE MARDI GRAS WITH US! 
 

Next Sunday, February 15th, we will celebrate “Mardi Gras” with a festive dinner immediately  
following the 11:00 AM Mass at Our Lady of Mercy church.  Join us as we feast on delicious soups,  
sandwiches, finger foods and desserts prepared by our ladies.  There will also be a “Piñata” for the  
                      children!  All are welcome to join the fun and festivities 

BLACKWATER SLEDDING EVENT 
All youth and those who are young at heart are invited 
to join us on Sunday, Feb. 22nd for pizza and an after-
noon of sled riding at Blackwater Falls State Park. The 
price will be approximately $20.  Please sign up at the 

back of the church. 

FOOD HANDLERS CLASS 
A Food Handlers class will be given by James Snyder 
this Wednesday, Feb. 11th beginning at 6 PM at the 

Our Lady of Mercy Church.  The cost is $10 per person.  
All those interested in getting their food handlers cards 

are invited to come.   
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AH, YOUTH: WHEN THE CHURCH WAS YOUNG 
MIKE AQUILINA 

      

     The Church Fathers had a distinctive approach to youth ministry. I discovered it in the course of an afternoon's re-
search. 
     Scouring the Patrologia Latina and Patrologia Graeca, I found nothing to suggest that Ambrose had ever led teens on 
ski trips to the nearby Alps. Digging through the Eastern Fathers, I came up even drier — no junior-high dances not even a 
pizza party in either Antioch or Alexandria. In fact, in all the documentary evidence from all the ancient patriarchates of the 
East and the West, there's not a single bulletin announcement for a single parish youth group. 
     Yet the Fathers had enormous success in youth and young-adult ministry. Many of the early martyrs were teens, as 
were many of the Christians who took to the desert for the solitary life. There's ample evidence that a disproportionate 
number of conversions, too, came from the young and youngish age groups. 
     How did the Fathers do it? They made wild promises.  They promised young people great things, like persecution, low-
er social status, public ridicule, severely limited employment opportunities, frequent fasting, a high risk of jail and torture, 
and maybe, just maybe, an early, violent death at the hands of their pagan rulers. 
     The Fathers looked young people in the eye and called them to live purely in the midst of a pornographic culture. They 
looked at some young men and women and boldly told them they had a calling to virginity. And it worked. Even the pa-
gans noticed how well it worked. 
     The brightest young man in the empire's brightest city — a teenager named Origen of Alexandria — promised himself 
entirely to God in virginity. And, as he watched his father taken away to be killed, Origen would have gone along himself, 
turned himself in, if his mother had not hidden all his clothes. . . . 
     I searched volumes on the ancient liturgy, and I was unable to find a scrap of a Mass we'd call "relevant" today. There 
were no special Youth Masses. Yet there was an overwhelming Eucharistic faith among the young people of the Church. 
What made the Church attractive in the third century can make it just as attractive in the twenty-first. In the ancient world 
and in ours, young people want a challenge. 
     Tarcisius was a boy of third-century Rome. His virtue and devotion were so strong that the clergy trusted him to bring 
the Blessed Sacrament to the sick. Once, while carrying a pyx, he was recognized and set upon by a pagan mob. They 
flung themselves upon him, trying to pry the pyx from his hands, wanting more than anything to profane the Sacrament. 
Tarcisius' biographer, the fourth-century Pope Damasus, compared them to a pack of rabid dogs. Tarcisius "preferred to 
give up his life rather than yield up the Body of Christ." 
     Even at such an early age, Tarcisius was aware of the stakes. Jesus had died for love of Tarcisius. Tarcisius did not 
hesitate to die for love of Jesus. 
     What made the Church attractive in the third century can make it just as attractive in the twenty-first. In the ancient 
world and in ours, young people want a challenge. They want to love with their whole being. They're willing to do things 
the hard way — if people they respect make the big demands. These are distinguishing marks of youth. You don't find too 
many middle-aged men petitioning the Marines for a long stay at Parris Island. It's young men who beg for that kind of 
rigor. 
     The spiritual writer Father John Hugo told a cautionary tale, not from the ancient Church, but from the German Church 
of the early twentieth century. Youth leaders faced a country depressed and dejected from its defeat in World War I. 
Teens seemed aimless, with little hope for professional opportunity and no clear sense of patriotism or other ideals. 
     The German clergy made a conscious effort, then, to accentuate the positive. They decided to accommodate the coun-
try's weakness, avoid mentioning sacrifice, and downplay the cross and other "negative" elements of Christianity. They 
were big on nature hikes. 
     At the same time, there arose a man who called upon those same youth to give up everything for the sake of their 
country. "He put them in uniforms, housed them in barracks — in short, he demanded that they live a hard and laborious 
life." This man, Adolf Hitler, won the hearts of the youth. Because no young man or woman really wants to give his life 
away cheaply.   

 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of February, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For   

the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         02/15              Ariona Plumley & Addie Buckley                            Jessica Gutshall                          Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      02/08 - 02/14:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         02/14              Rita Johnson                                                       Kathy Supak 
         02/15              Titi Ferguson & Betty Woods                                 Summer Snyder                         Nathaniel Rader 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl & Mary Moore, Eula 
Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ 
Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Sherry Burns, and Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   
  Feb. 09  Monday                            -            No Mass                           
  Feb. 10  Tuesday                                                           Dave LaVella                                             5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Feb. 11  Wednesday                                                    Judy Biancalana                    9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Feb. 12  Thursday                                          Alta Louella Ferruso                              5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Feb. 13  Friday                                                     Frank Smith                      5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Feb. 14  Saturday                                                       Bill & Leah Marco            9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Feb. 14  SATURDAY VIGIL                                         Jack Lambruno                                               5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Feb. 15  SUNDAY                     People of the Parish                    9:00 AM  Thomas      
  Feb. 15  SUNDAY                                                  Judy Gutshall                                           11:00 AM  Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


