
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
"The best thing I can show you to defend life is my life.  It 

has been a great gift.  I have met other survivors of abor-

tion.  They are all thankful for Life ... when I speak, I speak 

not only for myself, but for the other survivors ... and also 

those who cannot yet speak ... Today a baby is a baby 

when convenient.  It is tissue or otherwise when the time is 

not right.  A baby is a baby when miscarriage takes place 

at two, three, four months.  Why is that? I see no differ-

ence."  --Gianna Jessen, saline abortion survivor 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  MARCH 08, 2015  
 

St. Thomas: $2,509.00  
Diocesan Priests’ Retirement Fund:  $683.00 

Our Lady of Mercy:  $857.00 
Diocesan Priests’ Retirement Fund:  $378.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of March, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and church: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 03/15/15; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 03/08/15. 

 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

March 15 - Second Collection for Catholic Relief Services (CRS)  
March 19 - 4th degree Knights meeting Cancelled. 
March 25 - IVF Clinic 12:30 - 2:30 in Morgantown. 
 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking “Tuna.”  Each month we will let 
you know the items that are most needed.  

(PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

 CALLING ALL MEN  
All men are invited to a Lenten day of reflection on Saturday, March 28th, from 10 AM until Mass at 5 PM.  This will take 
place in the St. Thomas Center and in the St. Thomas Church.  Deacon David Galvin, Deacon Alban, Fr. Cruz and I will be 

presenting spiritual topics for men.  Lunch will be provided.  (There will be time for prayer and confessions as well.) 
FR. CRUZ WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR CONFESSIONS AT 4 PM ON FRIDAY AND AFTER MASS AT ST.THOMAS.  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS LENTEN FISH FRY 
                 Please come to our delicious Fish Fry on ALL Fridays during Lent! 
 Dinner includes an 8 oz. fish fillet with tartar or cocktail sauce; dinner roll with butter; Cole slaw; 
                   green beans; macaroni n’ cheese; fruit dessert; coffee or punch. 
               Cost:  Adults $8.00  Kids 12 & under $4.00  CARRY OUTS AVAILABLE! 
The dinner will be at both locations from 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM, at the St. Thomas Center and                                         
               Our Lady of Mercy church social hall on Mar. 13, Mar. 20, and Mar. 27. 

 

LENT SCHEDULE - Stations of the Cross 
 

WEDNESDAYS - immediately after the 5:00 PM Mass                       
                         at Our Lady of Mercy.  (Wednesday                

                         Mass during Lent will be at 5:00 PM.) 
 

    FRIDAYS -  immediately after the 5:00 PM 
     Mass at St. Thomas. 

 

PIES FOR SALE! 
The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild is making three 
different homemade pies to sell just in time for Easter:  

chocolate, coconut cream & lemon meringue!    
The cost is $10.  Please see one of the guild members to 

reserve a pie or simply add you name to the pie fundraiser 
form in the back of the church.  You may also call Melinda 

at 478-3814. 
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of March, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in 
our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

                                                         

                                                        ON BEING SUPERNATURALLY NORMAL  

by Fr. Dwight Longenecker 

I had a terrific compliment last week. This person didn’t praise me for being extraordinary. She didn’t thank me for being 
intellectual or handsome or holy or amazing.  She thanked me for being normal. 
We are so often attracted to what is weird. We follow the details of the lives of the stars of athletics and the arts. We revel 
in the eccentricities of celebrities and relish the extraordinary, the unusual and the odd. We long for a dash of entertain-
ment through the remarkable and strange. Even in our religion we snoop around the supernatural, get excited about the 
eccentric and love to investigate the miraculous and marvelous. 
This appetite rarely leads to a higher level of holiness and often leads us into difficult and dangerous byways.  I’m for 
avoiding the paranormal in favor of the normal.  I’m for extraordinary ordinariness and being supernaturally natural. 
Think about a tree. That’s normal. Think about a child. That’s normal. Think about a dog. That’s normal. Think about the 
weather. That’s normal. 
What does the devil hate? Supernatural normalcy. When considering conflict with Satan some people think it is all about 
crucifixes and holy water and exorcisms and putting on the spiritual armor of God and wading into battle like mortal ver-
sions of St Michael the Archangel. No. We best trample down the head of Satan through supernatural normalcy. 
What do I mean by ‘supernatural normalcy’? First you have to start by understanding Satan and all his works. Satan has 
nothing original in his toolkit. He can’t create sin because sin is the absence of grace or the distortion of something good. 
God made everything and everything he made is good. Evil is therefore nothing positive in itself, but the perversion, de-
struction and distortion of all that is good. 
It follows therefore that Satan loves everything that is perverted, twisted, destroyed and diseased. He can’t do anything 
good or create anything good. All he can do is twist or attempt to destroy that which is good. 
Therefore what does Satan hate?  
He hates all that is natural and free and good and wholesome and normal and fine and happy and whole. He hates good 
Catholic families. He hates ordinary Catholics who work hard, pray hard, laugh hard and who love God, love life, love one 
another and live life to the full. This ordinary, grace-filled natural life of faith is what he hates with a passion. 
I call  it ‘supernatural normalcy’ because these are the saints that fill our pews. These are the people of God. These are the 
ones who live out their faith best they can in the ordinary ups and downs of life. They try hard. They make mistakes, they 
go to confession with open hearts. They try to love God and others. They are the blessed ones and the ones who give the 
blessing. They are truly the children of God. They do not seem to be extraordinary and stupendous. They do not seem to 
be saints even–but that is because they are humble and hidden. They naturally follow the ‘Little Way’ of St Therese. 
This way of ‘supernatural normalcy’ is the way of the Blessed Virgin. She doesn’t jump out from the pages of the New Tes-
tament as some sort of Superwoman or Heroic Saint. That’s because she is ordinary. She is ‘full of grace’ and therefore she 
seems to be totally and utterly natural and real. She is all that she was created to be and therefore she does not seem to 
be extraordinary. She is as natural and beautiful as a morning in May. She is as natural and virginal as a virgin forest. 
It therefore takes a discerning spirit and a finely tuned spiritual sense to find such souls. They are difficult to find not only 
because they are humble and hidden, but because they are ‘normal’. If you told them they were holy and that you wanted 
to sit at their feet they would laugh and tell you they are not holy and that you have made a mistake. They don’t seem 
extraordinary, and yet for those who have eyes to see they are very extraordinary indeed. 
This is the way of ‘supernatural normalcy’, and if you really want to trample Satan’s head–pray for the grace to be trans-
formed in this way. 

IN GOD WE TRUST 
Delegate Denise Campbell is promoting a special license plate with the caption ‘In God we trust’.  In order for the Division 
of Motor Vehicles to design and produce this plate, there must be at least 250 preliminary interest applications.  Currently, 
there has not been enough interest shown for this plate to come to fruition.  If anyone is interested in purchasing one for 
$75, call the Rectory for applications, the deadline is the end of March, 2015.  If sufficient applications are not received, all 

checks will be returned. 

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/standingonmyhead/author/frdwight


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         03/15              Addie Buckley & Becca Siler                                  Lukas Thompson                        Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      03/15 - 03/21:  Pat Usnik & Christine Rosenau 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         03/14              Rita Johnson                                                       Nancy Zizunas               
         03/15              Summer Snyder & Titi Ferguson                            Michelle Snyder                          Isaac Quattro 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl & Mary Moore, Eula 
Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ 
Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Sherry Burns, and Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
 Fourth Sunday of Lent 

   
  Mar. 16  Monday                   John E. Donica                7:15 AM  Thomas                                
  Mar. 17  Tuesday                                                         Jennie DeSantis                                                     5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Mar. 18  Wednesday                                                Fr. Cesidio Federico                5:00 PM  Parsons      
  Mar. 19  Thursday                                                           *Gloria Bluj                                          5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Mar. 20  Friday                                                     Frances Shaga                                               5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Mar. 21  Saturday                                                         Luke Kaczmarek                                           9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Mar. 21  SATURDAY VIGIL                                          John Lawrence                                                     5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Mar. 22  SUNDAY                      People of the Parish                  9:00 AM  Thomas      
  Mar. 22  SUNDAY                                                       Bill & Leah Marco                                                 11:00 AM  Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


