
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
"The quest for perfection, the notion that man is the  

architect of his own heredity and the blurring  

of what it means to be human are mainstays of the  

new world view." 

--Dave Andrusko, from To Rescue The Future 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  MARCH 15, 2015  
 

St. Thomas: $ 1,758.57 
Catholic Relief Services:  $340.00 

Our Lady of Mercy:  $846.00 
Catholic Relief Services:  $291.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of March, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and church: 

 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 03/15/15; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 03/08/15. 

 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

March 25 - IVF Clinic 12:30 - 2:30 in Morgantown. 
March 28 - Lenten Day of Reflection for all men beginning at 10 AM until 4 PM in Thomas. 
April 5 - “Ask Father” is cancelled this month. 
April 7 - Society of St. Thomas Women’s monthly meeting at 7:00 PM in the Rectory Conference room. 
April 8 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking “Tuna.”  Each month we will let 
you know the items that are most needed.  

(PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

                                            CALLING ALL MEN  
All men are invited to a Lenten day of reflection on Saturday, March 28th, from 9 AM until Mass at 5 PM.  
This will take place in the St. Thomas Center and in the St. Thomas Church.  Deacon David Galvin, Fr. 
Cruz, Fr. Kuchinsky and I will be presenting spiritual topics for men.  Lunch will be provided.  (There will be 
time for prayer and confessions as well.)  FR. CRUZ AND FR. KUCHINSKY WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR 
CONFESSIONS AT 4:00 PM ON FRIDAY and SATURDAY AT ST.THOMAS.  ALL PARISHIONERS 
ARE WELCOME TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF CONFESSIONS WITH THE VISITING PRIESTS. 

**Fr. Cruz will offer Mass in Parsons on Saturday, March 28th at 9:00 AM with confessions 
before and after Mass.  Please take advantage of this wonderful opportunity to cleanse your soul before 
Easter. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS LENTEN FISH FRY 
                 Please come to our delicious Fish Fry on ALL Fridays during Lent! 
 Dinner includes an 8 oz. fish fillet with tartar or cocktail sauce; dinner roll with butter; Cole slaw; 
                   green beans; macaroni n’ cheese; fruit dessert; coffee or punch. 
               Cost:  Adults $8.00  Kids 12 & under $4.00  CARRY OUTS AVAILABLE! 
The dinner will be at both locations from 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM, at the St. Thomas Center and                                         
                               Our Lady of Mercy church social hall on Mar. 27. 

 

LENT SCHEDULE - Stations of the Cross 
 

WEDNESDAYS - immediately after the 5:00 PM Mass                       
                         at Our Lady of Mercy.  (Wednesday                

                         Mass during Lent will be at 5:00 PM.) 
 

    FRIDAYS -  immediately after the 5:00 PM 
     Mass at St. Thomas. 

 

PIES FOR SALE! 
The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild is making three 
different homemade pies to sell just in time for Easter:  

chocolate, coconut cream & lemon meringue!    
The cost is $10.  Please see one of the guild members to 

reserve a pie or simply add you name to the pie fundraiser 
form in the back of the church.  You may also call Melinda 

at 478-3814. 
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of March, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in 
our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

IVF CLINIC THIS WEEK                                             
We will have our annual pro-life prayer gathering in honor of the Feast of the Annunciation at the local IVF (in vitro fertili-
zation) clinic in Morgantown on Wednesday, March 25th, 2015 from 12:30 - 2:30 p.m.  If anyone would like to go please 

contact Fr. Grassi. 

 

EASTER FLOWER DONATIONS 
Envelopes are available in the back of the church if you 

would like to make a donation towards  
Easter flowers, in memory of loved ones or deceased  

family members. 

TRANSFORMED 
By Matthew Blake 

     “Do not conform yourselves to this age but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may discern what is 
the will of God, what is good and pleasing and perfect” (Romans 12:2).  I do it.  Every time I do it.  In fact, I did it earlier 
today.  I walked out of the confessional, perfect.  A walking, living, breathing saint!  Every time I walk out of confession, I 
proclaim in my heart, out loud, or both, that “ I am never going to sin again!”  This time I am serious!  Seriously! Never 
again!  “So be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48).  Absolutely!  Got it! I get in my car, I crank 
“Freedom is Here” by Hillsong United way too loud and I continue on with my day as “a new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17).  
However, it usually does not take very long… 
     You know, really, I am just like Saint Paul.  Not because I am balding or have a long flowing beard, not because this 
article is going to be published in the coming revised editions of the New Testament, but because I can relate to him in the 
confession he so humbly makes to the Romans:  “What I do, I do not understand.  For I do not do what I want, but I do 
what I hate”  (Romans 7:15).  It seems that in no time at all, I am right back to where I was.  Why do I do what I hate?  I 
do not really know.  I do not even understand.  Regardless, it becomes the cry of my heart.  Saint Paul also says, “All have 
sinned and are deprived of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). 
     OK, but what about that whole “be perfect” thing?  What about goodness?  What about renewal?  What about free-
dom?  That song I love to blast after confession is far more than just a song.  It is far more than a feeling of not wanting 
to sin.  Within my heart I am torn and I am desperate for transformation. 
     “We condemn ourselves to following the rules (ethics) without a change of heart (ethos).”  -Christopher West 
     It is sad, but it is true.  You see, sin is a choice and every day we choose it.  You choose it and I choose it.  Together, 
we choose it.  We choose the lie over the Truth, we choose the offender over the Defender, we choose slavery over Free-
dom, we choose Satan over God, and ultimately, we choose hell over Heaven.  It is harsh and it is hard, but it is true.   
     Except wait!  There is good news.  Are you ready for it?  On your own, you cannot follow God’s law and not sin.  You 
cannot.  It is impossible.  Jesus says, “ I am the vine, you are the branches...without me you can do nothing” (John 15:5).  
However, this inability on our own gives us the opportunity to rely on God’s unending grace and mercy, which leads us 
down the lifelong path of transformation. 
     I pray, I go to confession, I go to Mass and that is great, but is this transforming my heart or am I just going through 
the motions?  Why can I not stop choosing sin? On the surface, I do not want to stop choosing sin.  In spite of this, my 
heart runs much deeper.  Christopher West writes, “If the human heart is a deep well, it is true that murky waters abound.  
But if we press through the mud and the mire, at the bottom of the well we do not find grime and sludge.  We find a 
spring that, when activated, gradually fills the well to overflowing with pure, living water” (“Theology of the Body for Be-
ginners”). 
     Deep down I do not desire sin; on the contrary, I am craving a glorious union, communion, with God!  A life of good-
ness, renewal, transformation, freedom, and perfection!  We can be transformed to where we do not break God’s law (sin) 
because we have no desire to!  “The Spirit of the Lord gives new form to our desires” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
2764).  This is why Jesus did not come to abolish the law but to fulfill it (Matthew 5:17).  With Jesus our hearts can be 
transformed and we can have that abundant life the Gospel proclaims for all people! 

50/50 RAFFLE 
The Knights of Columbus are chancing off 50/50 raffle tick-
ets for a donation of $5.00.  All proceeds go towards the 

charitable works of the Knights of Columbus Council #2010.  
The drawing is on Easter Sunday, April 5th.  Please see a 

Knight for a ticket. 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         03/29              Becca & Emily Siler                                              Tom Gutshall                              Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      03/22 - 03/28: Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk  

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         03/28               Rita Johnson                                                      Kathy Supak              
         03/29               Mary Sagace & Summer Snyder                            Diane Rader                              Nathaniel Rader 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl & Mary Moore, Eula 
Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ 
Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Sherry Burns, and Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
 Fifth Sunday of Lent 

   
  Mar. 23  Monday                  Edwin Kaczmarek                   7:15 AM  Thomas                                
  Mar. 24  Tuesday                                                          Leonard Teranto                                                   5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Mar. 25  Wednesday                                               John & Gladys Donica               5:00 PM  Parsons      
  Mar. 26  Thursday                                                       Rev. John V. Ralph                                    5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Mar. 27  Friday                                                      Jack Lambruno                                                5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Mar. 28  Saturday                                                        Victoria Kaczmarek                                              9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Mar. 28  SATURDAY VIGIL                                           Fr. Lino Ebejer                                                    5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Mar. 29  SUNDAY                      People of the Parish                 9:00 AM  Thomas      
  Mar. 29  SUNDAY                                                       Leecy F. Flanagan                                               11:00 AM  Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


