
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
"In Illinois a pregnant woman who takes an illegal drug can 

be prosecuted for 'delivering a controlled substance to a 

minor.' This is an explicit recognition that the unborn is a 

person with rights of her own.  But that same woman who 

is prosecuted and jailed for endangering her child is per-

fectly free to abort her child.  In America today, it is illegal 

to harm your preborn child, but it is perfectly legal to kill 

him." --Randy Alcorn, Pro Life Answers to Pro Choice Arguments 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  APRIL 05, 2015  
 

St. Thomas: $2,076.00 
Easter Flower Donations:  $560.00 

 

Our Lady of Mercy:  $896.06 

Easter Flower Donations:  $80.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of April, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 04/19/15; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 04/12/15. 

 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

April 19 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild Meeting immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
April 22 - Meeting at St. Brendan’s in Elkins at 7:00 PM Information on the Pastoral and Sacramental Life of the Diocese. 
May 3 -  “Ask Father” immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
May 5 -  Society of St. Thomas Women’s monthly meeting at 7:00 PM in the Rectory conference room. 
May 10 - Mother’s Day Breakfast. 

 
 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food 

items.  This month we are seeking 
“oatmeal.”  Each month we will let you know 

the items that are most needed.  
(PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

WESTON VICARIATE C.A.M.P 
If you are looking for a camp for your Catholic child, the Weston Vicariate C.A.M.P offers an opportunity for a Cath-
olic camp experience at the beautiful campgrounds of camp Bosco in Huttonsville, WV.  Scheduled for the week of 
June 7 - 13, 2015, it is open for children ages 7 - 15.  The cost is $125 per child, and $100.00 for each additional 

child, (scholarships are available).  For more info call: Shanna Parlock, Director 304-940-1359.            

MEETING AT ST. BRENDAN’S 
An informational meeting on the Pastoral and Sacramental 
Life of the Diocese will take place at St. Brendan’s Church 
in Elkins beginning at 7:00 PM.  Come and find out what 
direction the Diocese will be taking in the future.  All pa-

rishioners are welcome to attend.   

 

MOTHER’S DAY MASS INTENTIONS 
Please submit the names of living & deceased mothers 
that you would like included on the altar on Mother’s 
Day.  As a way to remember our living mothers, cards 
can be found in the back of both churches for only $2. 

 

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL 
The Catholic Sharing Appeal, or the CSA, is an annual appeal that offers funds to a variety of ministries, services and pro-
grams throughout our diocese, as well as the needs of our parishes.  The theme of this year’s appeal is Build Our Church.  
This week you will be receiving a mailing that will give you more information on this year’s case for support.  Please take 
time to review the materials or visit the website www.dwc.org/csa.  After prayer and discussion with your family, please 
consider making a commitment to the Catholic Sharing Appeal. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=6zI5p9Mftty2VM&tbnid=5fBCt4hT9yHZNM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fdavidhentschel.wordpress.com%2F2008%2F11%2F&ei=iJ-0Ur2EI4bfsAS154LgAQ&bvm=bv.58187178,d.eW0&psig=AFQjCNEVaQ1


 

As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of April, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia   

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

THE EASTER SEASON 
The fifty days from Easter to Pentecost are celebrated in joyful exultation as one feast day, or better, as one “great 
Sunday.”  These above all others are the days for the singing of ALLELUIA.  The days of the Easter octave from the 

“early hours: of this “great Sunday,” with accounts of the Lord who rose early in the morning, and the early preach-
ing of the disciples who were witnesses to His Resurrection. 

 

 

OLD BEN’S PRAYER 
ANONYMOUS 

 
A priest passing through his church in the middle of the day, decided to pause by the altar to see who came to 
pray.  Just then the back door opened, and a man came down the aisle, The priest frowned as he saw the man 
hadn't shaved in a while.  His shirt was torn and shabby, and his coat was worn and frayed, the man knelt down 

and bowed his head, then rose and walked away.  In the days that followed at precisely noon, the priest saw this 
chap, each time he knelt just for a moment, a lunch pail in his lap.  Well, the priest's suspicions grew, with robbery 
a main fear, he decided to stop and ask the man, ‘what are you doing here?'  The old man said he was a factory 
worker and lunch was half an hour, lunchtime was his prayer time, for finding strength and power.  I stay only a 
moment because the factory's far away; as I kneel here talking to the Lord, this is kinda what I say: 
'I Just Came By To Tell You, Lord, how Happy I Have Been, since We Found Each Other's Friendship and You Took 
Away My Sin.  ‘Don't Know Much Of How To Pray, but I Think About You Every day.  So, Jesus, This Is Ben, just 
Checking In Today.' 
 
The priest feeling foolish, told Ben that it was fine.  He told the man that he was welcome to pray there anytime. 
'It's time to go, and thanks,' Ben said as he hurried to the door.  Then the priest knelt there at the altar, which he'd 
never done before.  His cold heart melted, warmed with love, as he met with Jesus there.  As the tears flowed 
down his cheeks, he repeated old Ben's prayer:  
'I Just Came By To Tell You, Lord, how Happy I've Been, Since We Found Each Other's Friendship and You Took 
Away My Sin.  I Don't Know Much Of How To Pray, but I Think About You Every day.  So, Jesus, This Is Me, just 
Checking In Today.' 
 
Past noon one day, the priest noticed that old Ben hadn't come.  As more days passed and still no Ben, he began to 
worry some.  At the factory, he asked about him, learning he was ill.  The hospital staff was worried, but he'd given 
them a thrill.  The week that Ben was with them, brought changes in the ward.  His smiles and joy contagious.  
Changed people were his reward.  The head nurse couldn't understand why Ben could be so glad, when no flowers, 
calls or cards came, not a visitor he had.  The priest stayed by his bed, he voiced the nurse's concern:  No friends 
had come to show they cared. He had nowhere to turn. 
 

Looking surprised, old Ben spoke up and with a winsome smile; 'The nurse is wrong, she couldn't know, he's been 
here all the while.'  Every day at noon He comes here, a dear friend of mine, you see, he sits right down and takes 
my hand, leans over and says to me:  'I Just Came By To Tell You, Ben, how Happy I Have Been, Since We Found 
This Friendship, and I Took Away Your Sin.  I Think About You Always and I Love To Hear You Pray, and So Ben, 
This Is Jesus, just Checking In Today.' 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         04/26               Lillian Plumley & Kaylee DiBacco                          Fred Sikarskie                             Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      04/19 - 04/25:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         04/25               Rita Johnson                                                      Nancy Zizunas           
         04/26               Titi Ferguson & Mary Sagace                                Summer Snyder                          Isaac Quattro 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl & Mary Moore, Eula 
Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ 
Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Sherry Burns, and Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
 Third Sunday of Easter 

   
  Apr. 20  Monday                  Leonard Teranto                   7:15 AM  Thomas                                
  Apr. 21  Tuesday                                                               Ora Ford                                                   5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Apr. 22  Wednesday                                                   Rev. John V. Ralph                                                   9:00 AM  Parsons      
  Apr. 23  Thursday                                                            Kathryn McCoy                                         5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Apr. 24  Friday                                                             Jack Lambruno                   5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Apr. 25  Saturday                                Emil Krumm                        9:00 AM  Parsons 
  Apr. 25  SATURDAY VIGIL                                        Fr. Karl Wohinc                                            5:00 PM  Thomas 
  Apr. 26  SUNDAY                                                     People of the Parish                        9:00 AM  Thomas      
  Apr. 26  SUNDAY                                            Clifford, Anna & Robert Foster                                         11:00 AM  Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


