
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
"I have been pregnant three times in the past five years, 

and am presently in my seventh month.  I am now 
'showing,' so that all can see the presence of life within 

me.  And I feel it very strongly now: a kick here, a squirm 
there.  But even in the first month, with fatigue, sometimes 
nausea, and other hallmarks of early pregnancy, a mother 
knows something is different.  That difference is the pres-

ence of life, manifesting itself--if just to Mom alone." 
--Meredith Berkman, lifetime abortion supporter 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  APRIL 19, 2015  
 

St. Thomas: $2,075.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $655.49  
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of April, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, Sunday 04/19/15; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 04/12/15. 

 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

April 28 - Parish Council Meeting at 5:00 PM in Parsons. 
May 3 -  “Ask Father” immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
May 5 -  Society of St. Thomas Women’s monthly meeting at 7:00 PM in the Rectory conference room. 
May 10 - May Crowning. 
May 10 - Mother’s Day Breakfast. 
May 17 -  Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following the 11 AM Mass in the Social Hall. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food 

items.  This month we are seeking 
“oatmeal.”  Each month we will let you know 

the items that are most needed.  
(PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
We will have a Parish Council meeting on Tuesday, April 

28th immediately following the *5:00 PM Mass in Parsons. 
 

*Please note change in place for Mass. 

 

MOTHER’S DAY MASS INTENTIONS 
Please submit the names of living & deceased mothers 

that you would like included on the altar on Mother’s Day.  
As a way to remember our living mothers, cards can be 

found in the back of both churches for only $2. 

 

                                                                                    CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL 
Each spring, the Catholic Sharing Appeal unites us in our common mission as disciples offering us an op-
portunity to support our neighbors and Church throughout West Virginia in a tangible manner.  I would 
like to ask all of you to consider making a gift to the 2015 CSA.  For more information on this important 
diocesan appeal, please visit www.dwc.org/csa. 

 

ARE YOU ELIGIBLE FOR SNAP BENEFITS? 
Are you or a loved one eligible for Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits?  Not sure?  SNAP benefits 
help people buy healthy food for their family every month and Catholic Charities West Virginia may be able to help.  West 
Virginians can call toll-free 1-844-292-3217 Monday through Friday from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM to receive a free confidential 
eligibility screening.  Sound complicated?  Catholic Charities WV will proved application assistance, as well.  Getting SNAP 
benefits to all eligible people in West Virginia is a critical step in ending hunger in our state.  Visit www.CatholicCharities 
WV.org for more information. 
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of April, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia   

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

CAN GOD BE TRUSTED? 
FATHER THOMAS D. WILLIAMS, LC 

     Maybe, just maybe, our current crisis of trust is actually a singular opportunity to rethink our priorities and redirect our 
confidence.  
     The recent economic crisis has been above all a crisis of trust. Financial institutions have bent over backwards to con-
vince us that they are trustworthy, since their entire enterprise depends on consumer confidence. Names like "First Fideli-
ty" and "Bankers Trust" aim to evoke this confidence, as does talk of a "fiduciary" relationship between banks and clients.  
     Why all this effort to gain our trust? Because banks are trying to get us to entrust something very precious to them: 
our hard-earned money. The only way we will assume the risk of parting company with our treasures is if we trust the one 
with whom we leave them. So stories like the crash of Lehman Brothers, or the Ponzi scheme of Bernie Madoff, who 
"made off" with some $50 billion of investors' money still send shivers down our collective spine. 
     The recent breakdown of trust in financial institutions is just the tip of the iceberg, however. It follows hard on the 
heels of many other betrayals. Perhaps never before in history has the experience of betrayal personally affected so many 
people. To take one obvious example, a 50 percent divorce rate means that half the people who have dared to give their 
lives to someone (not to mention the millions of children affected) have experienced the brutal effects of misplaced trust. 
It is hard to find a person who has not been let down by parents, a spouse, siblings, friends, spiritual leaders, politicians, 
or sundry institutions. The result of all this betrayal has been a general meltdown of trust. 
     As a society we have reacted to all this betrayal by making distrust a virtue. We scoff at the gullible folks who get taken 
in by others, and resolve never to allow that to happen to us. We seek to minimize risk while maximizing returns. We rec-
ommend pre-nuptial agreements to young couples in love, and insist on carefully crafted contracts to protect our interests. 
We think we are smarter because we trust less. 
     Unfortunately none of this works in the spiritual life. The deeper fallout from this crisis of trust has been a growing 
inability to trust in the one person who is absolutely worthy of it: God. The entire Christian life is predicated on trust in a 
God who is Faithful Love, and who directs all things to good for those who love Him. Where there is no trust, there can be 
no Christianity. So while a vast majority of people profess belief in God's existence, these same people find it incredibly 
difficult to actually trust Him. 
     And here it's important to remember the difference between trust and mere belief. Two people can look at the same 
frozen pond and agree that it would probably hold their weight, but only the one who trusts dares to walk across it. Trust 
always involves personal risk and vulnerability. It means leaving the spectator booth and getting down on the field. 
     The result is that most Christians risk very little in following Jesus. They keep the religion card as a minimal part of a 
broader portfolio, placing God alongside personal know-how, networks of contacts, property holdings, social programs, and 
many other sources of personal security. Limited trust in God means limited risk.  
     The deeper fallout from this crisis of trust has been a growing inability to trust in the one person who is absolutely wor-
thy of it: God.  
     On the other hand, our society-wide crisis of trust may just have a silver lining. When we realize that banks won't save 
us, and politics won't save us, and that many times not even family or friends will save us, we are obliged to look else-
where. The evident frailty of countless earthly realities may invite us to look upward and to seek firmer grounding for our 
lives. 
     The Bible takes great pains to show that God offers what no one else can. True, he doesn't offer a problem-free exist-
ence, or financial success, or perfect justice in this world. But he offers bigger things, not smaller. He promises the truth. 
He promises unconditional, faithful friendship. He promises his companionship in good times and bad. He promises mean-
ing and value for our work and sacrifices. And most importantly, he promises eternal life. All other treasures and sources of 
security inevitably end at the grave. Only God's promises are eternal. 
     Maybe, just maybe, our current crisis of trust is actually a singular opportunity to rethink our priorities and redirect our 
confidence. Maybe it's the moment we needed to reevaluate the Christian proposal and rediscover the value of authentic 
trust in God as the solid foundation stone of our lives. Maybe it's true that for those who love God all things really do work 
for good. 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         05/03              Addie Buckley & Dee Oldaker                               Lukas Thompson                         Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      04/26 - 05/02: Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         05/02               Pat & Kathy Kotten                                             Beth Spencer           
         05/03               Betty Woods                                                      Diane Rader                               Wesley Snyder 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl & Mary Moore, Eula 
Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ 
Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Sherry Burns, and Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
 Third Sunday of Easter 

  Apr. 27  Monday                    Joseph Fortini                     7:15 AM  Thomas                                
  Apr. 28  Tuesday                                                       Fr. Cesidio Federico                                                  5:00 PM  Parsons 
  Apr. 29  Wednesday                                                  Martha Kochenderfer        9:00 AM  Parsons      
  Apr. 30  Thursday                                                          Angela Herrington                                       5:00 PM  Thomas 
  May 01  First Friday                                                   Patrick Flanagan    1:00 PM  Cor.Acr. 
  May 01  First Friday                                          ADORATION & BENEDICTION   5:00 PM  Thomas                                        
  May 01  First Friday                                                       Earl Moore                     6:00 PM  Thomas 
  May 02  First Saturday                               Eileen Grady                      9:00 AM  Parsons 
  May 02  SATURDAY VIGIL                                          *Gloria Bluj                                            5:00 PM  Thomas 
  May 03  SUNDAY                                                       Robert McDermott                          9:00 AM  Thomas      
  May 03  SUNDAY                                                    People of the Parish                                                11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


