
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
"We have treated the loss of our fetuses as a theoretical 

loss, a sad-but-necessary loss, as of civilians in war-

time.  We have not yet realized that the offspring lost are 

not the enemy's, nor our neighbor's, but our own.  And it is 

not a loss of inert, amorphous tissue, but of a growing be-

ing unique in history." 
   

  --Frederica Mathewes-Green, The Bitter Price of Choice 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  APRIL 26, 2015  
 

St. Thomas: $992.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $841.00 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of May, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  9:00 AM, Sunday 05/17/15; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 05/10/15. 

 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

May 3 - Quick OLM Women’s Guild meeting after Mass today to discuss dates for Fridays in the Park.  
May 3 -  “Ask Father” immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
May 5 -  Society of St. Thomas Women’s monthly meeting at 7:00 PM in the Rectory conference room. 
May 10 - May Crowning. 
May 10 - Mother’s Day Breakfast at both St. Thomas and Our Lady of Mercy following Mass. 
May 13 - Knights of Columbus meeting  

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food 

items.  This month we are seeking 
“oatmeal.”  Each month we will let you know 

the items that are most needed.  
(PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

CEMETERY CLEAN UP 
Please remove all flowers and any decorative items from on 
top of or around the grave stones at Mount Calvary Ceme-
tery in preparation for spring grounds upkeep.  Thank you! 

 

MOTHER’S DAY MASS INTENTIONS 
Please submit the names of living & deceased mothers 

that you would like included on the altar on Mother’s Day.  
As a way to remember our living mothers, cards can be 

found in the back of both churches for only $2. 

 

                                                                                    CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL 
Almighty God, your Son, Jesus Christ, gave us the Church as a sign of His promise to remain with us until 
the end of time.  Through our ministries, help us to continue the work of building the Church here in West 
Virginia.  May the Church continue to reflect the presence of Christ’s love in the world, through our sup-
port in the Catholic Sharing Appeal.  We ask you to assist us in continuing His work of building up the 
Church.  For this, we seek, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

PARSONS FOOD PANTRY 
The Knights of Columbus and the First United Methodist 
Church thank all who were so generous with the Lenten 
Food Drive, we managed $1,000.  Don’t forget the Food 

Pantry is in need all the time. 
(Food and monetary donations are taken up at Our Lady 
of Mercy Church on the First weekend of every month.) 

 

CONGRATULATIONS SETH! 
It is with great joy that we welcome Seth Michaels into full 
communion with the Church as he is baptized, confirmed, 
and receives Holy Communion this weekend.  Please know 
that we are grateful to have you as a part of our parish 
family and we look forward to the ways that you will act as 
a soldier for Christ. 
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of May, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East   

and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

THE PERFECT RELATIONSHIP 
     I found a magical lamp when I was a little girl. I’m not sure exactly how old I was, but my guess is about 8 or 9 if not 
younger. It was on Sunday when the Pastor at the First Baptist Church gave the altar call. I remember looking at everyone 

going up there and hearing Pastor say “Do you want to give your life to Jesus? Do you want Him to bless you?” and thinking 
“YES!”. I thought that giving my life to Jesus would mean that my life would start looking like the lives of those people that I 

saw every Sunday at Sunday School. I would get a dad, my mom would be nice to me, the kids at school would like me and I 
would magically become “normal”. I didn’t want a Savior, I wanted a Genie. 

     I walked up the isle and went to that altar (I’m sure it wasn’t called an altar, but I have no clue what it was called) and I 
said the Sinner’s Prayer, invited Jesus into my heart and asked Him to be my Lord and Savior. Just like that, I was a Christian. 

The years that followed were up and down, but I read the Bible, carried one with me everywhere, went to youth conference 
after youth conference, became an Al Denson fangirl and collected Chick tracts like most kids collect baseball cards. I thought 

that I knew what being a Christian was all about. I had asked Jesus into my heart and made Him my Lord and Savior. Where 
I was confused was when it came to having a personal relationship with Him and sin. Both of those things made no sense to 

me. Why was I still sinning if I was saved and why didn’t I feel like I was in a relationship with Jesus? 
     I know now that I have never known how to have a relationship with anyone for most of my life. I am 37 years old, have 

4 kids and have been married twice and I am barely now learning what relationships are and what sin is. 
     I always thought of sin as this list of things that you could not do or God would send you to hell. Heaven was a reward for 

not doing those things. I could never really get anyone to give me a list of these things that didn’t include things that I saw 
people doing all the time. At some point (when I discovered boys and sex) I decided that what I was hearing preached was 

not what I was seeing lived. Not by anyone. So I did what every Protestant does, I left the church that I disagreed with. I 
made the church of me. I made the rules, I decided Who God was, I decided what the “rules” were, I decided what would or 

wouldn’t be on the list of sins. Spoiler alert: there was nothing on that list except Thou Shalt not Kill, and even then, that can 
be bent. No matter what I did, I was sure that God would let me into Heaven because He loves me and is Good. 

     It wasn’t until recently that I realized that God does love me and He is good, but that has nothing to do with me going to 
Heaven or hell. Heaven is not a reward and Hell a punishment. Both of them are results of my response to the knowledge 

that God loves me. It isn’t about rules or lists of things that you can or can’t do, it is about a relationship. A healthy one. 
When you have never seen or had a healthy relationship, not even with yourself or anyone else, then guess what? You aren’t 

really going to grasp how to have one with God. 
     God is love and God is also the perfect relationship. So perfect, that He is three Divine Persons yet one God. We are creat-
ed in the Image and Likeness of that Love and perfect Relationship. Each one of us is a living breathing thought of God Him-

self who is made in His image of Love and Relationship. When we sin, we are choosing to cover up that Image with things 
that we think are better than God Himself and we lose our true selves. We become slaves to those idols, those things that 

come between us and God. Those sins cause wounds and those wounds cause us to sin again. It’s a vicious cycle that only 
God can break. And the only way that He can break it is by us saying “yes” to Him and allowing Him to break it and heal us. 

He will not impose His will on us, so we have to say “yes”. We also will have to do so every single day until the moment that 
we stand before Him for judgment. That “yes” heals our wounds, it purifies us and it is a “yes” to Heaven which is being in 

perfect relationship with God, the Image that we are made of, in the first place. Sin is anything that hinders that relationship 
and damages us because it separates us from God, Who is Love, Goodness, and Truth. 

     Saying “yes” to God means that we are in relationship with Him, when that is perfected, then that is Heaven. When we 
don’t, then we are separated from Him and that is hell. Simple. I don’t know why I never saw that before. It is not about 

being like the person next to you, or even a list, even though God the Father and Jesus gave us a few pretty good lists on 
how to say “yes” to God. It is about being yourself. The more that we detach from those sins, the more ourselves we be-

come. That is freedom. 
     As long as we who are followers of Christ continue to try and look at a list of sins and check off all the ones that others 

are committing, we will never be examples of people in relationship with Love Himself and that will never attract anyone to 
Him. The greatest challenge to me is to learn how to be in relationship with God, my husband, my kids, others and myself so 

that when people look at me and wonder what exactly it is that I have they can see that it is a relationship with Love, not a 
list of rules that I follow.  -By Leticia Adams  (Leticia is a convert who came into the Catholic Church at Easter 2010)     



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         05/10              Ariona Plumley & Emily Siler                                 Tom Gutshall                              Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      05/03 - 05/09: Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         05/09              Rita Johnson                                                       Nancy Zizunas            
         05/10              Titi Ferguson & Mary Sagace                                 John Ferguson                           Nathaniel Rader  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl & Mary Moore, Eula 
Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ 
Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Sherry Burns, and Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
 Fifth Sunday of Easter 

   
  May 04  Monday                  *Ed & Linda Hull                        7:15 AM  Thomas                                
  May 05  Tuesday                                                          Anthony DePollo                                               7:15 AM  Thomas 
  May 06  Wednesday                  Poor Souls in Purgatory (Fr. Will offer this Mass at the Convocation) No Mass      
  May 07  Thursday                                                             Kathryn McCoy                                     5:00 PM  Thomas 
  May 08  Friday                                                              Bernice Zawila       5:00 PM  Thomas 
  May 09  Saturday                                           Edwin Kaczmarek    9:00 AM  Parsons 
  May 09  SATURDAY VIGIL                                         Fr. Karl Wohinc                                            5:00 PM  Thomas 
  May 10  SUNDAY                                                       George M. Watring      9:00 AM  Thomas      
  May 10  SUNDAY                                                     People of the Parish                11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


