
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER 
 

"A single binge by a pregnant woman can permanently 

damage her unborn baby’s brain, according to a scientific 

study of alcohol’s effects on fetal development.  It found 

the critical period begins around the sixth month of gesta-

tion and continues to birth." 

 

--Dest: Wall Street Journal (February 16, 2000) 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR  MAY 3, 2015  
 

St. Thomas: $5,781.64 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $873.00 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
During the month of May, the Tridentine Mass  

will be offered at the following times and church: 
 

St. Thomas -  9:00 AM, Sunday 05/17/15; 
Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 05/10/15. 

 

(St. Thomas - Mon., Tues., Thur., Fri. at 7:45 AM) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

May 10 - May Crowning. 
May 10 - Mother’s Day Breakfast at both St. Thomas and Our Lady of Mercy following Mass. 
May 12 -  Society of St. Thomas Women’s monthly meeting at 7:00 PM in the Rectory conference room. 
May 13 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 7:00 PM in the Knights of Columbus room in Thomas. 
May 17 -  Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following the 11 AM Mass in the Social Hall. 
May 21 - 4th Degree Knights of Columbus meeting in Parsons at 7:00 PM. 

 

BLACKWATER MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food 

items.  This month we are seeking 
“oatmeal.”  Each month we will let you know 

the items that are most needed.  
(PLEASE NO OUTDATED ITEMS.) 

 

MISSA CANTATA - SUNG LATIN HIGH MASS 
Next Sunday the 9 AM Mass at St. Thomas will be a Latin 
Mass in the Extraordinary Form which is known as a “High 
Mass.”  This Mass was celebrated in the Church for over 

1500 years.  All the Saints grew up with this Mass.       

 

 
                                   The flowers at the altar in the  
                                   St. Thomas Church are in loving  
                                   memory of Martha Nichols, 

                            by the Nichols/Leavitt Family. 

 

2014 CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL 
                                      

    St. Thomas……………..$0.00 pledged 
           (Goal: $8,170) 0% of goal met. 

 

   Our Lady of Mercy ….$0.00 pledged 
           (Goal: $2,715) 0% of goal met.  

 

CEMETERY CLEAN UP 
Please remove all flowers and any decorative items from 
on top of or around the grave stones at Mount Calvary 
Cemetery in preparation for spring grounds upkeep.   

Thank you! 

Happy Mother’s Day! 
 We would like to wish all of our Mother’s a very happy Mother’s day!   

To honor our heavenly Mother we will have the May crowning at the beginning of both Masses.   
Immediately following, the Knights of Columbus will have Breakfast/Brunch in the St. Thomas Center and in the Our 

Lady of Mercy Social Hall to mark this very special day.  Everyone is invited to attend. 

http://www.lakecitiesumc.org/lake-cities-united-methodist-news/tag/Altar_Flowers/


 

Hurry Up, Lord…I’m Waiting! 
Gary Zimak 

 

     One of the most difficult situations that we can face as people of faith is waiting for God’s response to a prayer re-
quest.  At some point in our lives, most of us have become frustrated with God for not answering our prayers quickly 
enough.  It’s often easier to deal with the Lord saying “no”, rather than “not saying anything”.  Doesn’t He know that we 
need answers quickly and that time is of the essence?  We have already explained why our intention is important and 
given Him some very specific ways to grant our request…so, what’s the holdup?  Perhaps there is more of an “answer” in 
His “silence” than we realize! 
     When we pray for an intention and don’t immediately receive an answer, what usually happens?  If you’re like most 
people, you keep praying.  On the other hand, many people will stop their prayers as soon as their request is grant-
ed.  As your relationship with the Lord deepens, you’ll hopefully learn to pray at times other than when you need some-
thing.  However, for many of us, this somewhat imperfect form of prayer lays the initial foundation of our relationship 
with God.  He knows that we will turn to Him more readily when we need something and this is often how He gets our 
attention.  Withholding an immediate answer is one way that the Lord can cultivate a deeper friendship with us.  As time 
passes, our prayer becomes more of a conversation with a good friend and isn’t restricted to times of need. 
     Another possibility is that God wants us to learn something from the experience.  Many times, we are most receptive 
to hearing His message when we are “wandering in the desert.”  It is often while we are searching for answers that we 
hear the Lord speaking most clearly.  Don’t hesitate to ask God for an explanation.  When confused about events in your 
life, use the Blessed Mother’s example of “pondering them in her heart” (Lk 2:19, 51).  He sometimes reveals to us why 
our request has not yet been granted.  Other times, He simply wants to increase our faith in Him.  Even though our in-
flated sense of pride often tells us otherwise, God’s will is indeed perfect and there are times that we aren’t able to make 
sense of His plan.  One of the most important lessons that we can learn is to trust in His providence, even when we can’t 
understand the details. 
     Often it is not in our best interest to have an intention granted at a particular point in time.  Due to any number of 
circumstances, we may not be spiritually ready to receive our request until later.  In this situation, we need to once again 
trust that God knows what we need at any moment.  It’s easy to get blinded by our love of comfort or worldly attrac-
tions, causing us to confuse spiritual needs with human desires.  For example, the Lord may withhold financial rewards or 
a new job because of our tendency to be greedy or complacent.  It’s wise to remember that anything which doesn’t help 
us to get to Heaven should not occupy an important place in our life. 
     We can also obtain a deeper understanding by looking at Sacred Scripture.  In Mark 8:22-25, Jesus heals a blind 
man.  However, the interesting thing about this miracle is that the man’s sight is not healed instantly.  After the Lord first 
lays hands on the man, he reports that people look like “walking trees”.  It is only after Jesus prays over him a second 
time that his sight is miraculously restored.  We can see from this incident that sometimes we may have to wait for God 
to grant our request.  In Luke 18:1-8, Our Lord tells the parable of the corrupt judge.  In this story, a widow receives her 
answer only after coming to the judge repeatedly. What is the Lord trying to teach us in this parable?  Fortunately for us, 
St. Luke clearly explains that its purpose is to illustrate “the necessity of praying always and not losing heart” (Lk 
18:1).  St. Matthew describes an encounter between Jesus and a Canaanite woman who requests a healing for her 
daughter (Mt 15:21-28).  Our Lord initially responds with the shocking words, “It is not right to take the food of sons and 
daughters and throw it to the dogs”.  However, when the woman continues to plead with the Lord, He praises her faith 
and heals her daughter.  While certainly this exchange illustrates that Jesus was first sent to reveal Himself to the Jewish 
people (followed by the Gentiles), it’s hard to ignore the additional message on the importance of persistence in prayer. 
     Finally, I believe that one of the most important factors in accepting God’s timing is to look at how patiently He treats 
us.  Many of us have made the Lord wait for several years before we came around and accepted the Faith.  In my own 
case, I was a “lukewarm” Catholic for more years than I’d care to admit.  It must have been very painful for the Lord to 
wait while I wasted time on many unimportant activities and didn’t have time for Him.  Fortunately, He didn’t hold it 
against me and I am grateful.  That being the case, how could I justify complaining when my prayers don’t get answered 
right away?  Sometimes, remembering that fact is enough to stop me from questioning the Lord’s plan.  If that doesn’t 
work, then the steps listed above usually do the trick. For those occasions when I am so stubborn and self-centered that 
nothing seems to work, I rely on a line from Sacred Scripture that always seems to put things in perspective: 
“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding” (Proverbs 3:5). 

Editor’s note: this article was first published by CE on Mar 16, 2010. 

http://catholicexchange.com/author/gzimak


           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                      ALTAR BOYS 
         05/17              Becca Siler & Dee Oldaker                                    Joanne Sikarskie                         Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:      05/10 - 05/16: Pat Usnik & Christine Rosenau 

         THOMAS         EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         05/16              Pat & Kathy Kotten                                              Kathy Supak            
         05/17              Summer Snyder                                                  Don Woods                                 Isaac Quattro 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. daylight savings time, (6:00 p.m. standard time), 

alternating in the Knights of Columbus room Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons.  Visit us at:  thomaskofc2010.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 
Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   

SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 
Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month (except 

Jan., Feb., March) in the Rectory Conference Room at 7:00 p.m. Cookbooks are still available. $10.00  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Champ Sedmock, Vivian Bozic, “Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Earl & Mary Moore, Eula 
Jean & Henry Udovich, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Joe Sagace, Jim Willis, Russ 
Perando, Jo Ann Michael, Betty Stewart, Sherry Burns, and Michael Flanagan. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

 MASSES FOR THE WEEK    
 Sixth Sunday of Easter 

   
  May 11  Monday                    *Brian Spavieri                        7:15 AM  Thomas                                
  May 12  Tuesday                                                          Leonard Teranto                                                 5:00 PM  Thomas 
  May 13  Wednesday                                                    Rev. John V. Ralph    9:00 AM  Parsons 
  May 14  Thursday                                                                 Lily Kucer                                      5:00 PM  Thomas 
  May 15  Friday                                                              Jack Lambruno                  5:00 PM  Thomas 
  May 16  Saturday                                             *Scott Smith    9:00 AM  Parsons 
  May 16  SATURDAY VIGIL                                          *Diane Baker                                       5:00 PM  Thomas 
  May 17  SUNDAY                                                       People of the Parish    9:00 AM  Thomas      
  May 17  SUNDAY                                                          Katie Curran                  11:00 AM Parsons 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


